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A note about the picture
Bais Yaakov teacher training in 1929 at Rabka
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Part 1 - Setting the Scene: Before Bais
Yaakov

1) Pearl Benisch, Carry Me In Your Heart, xvii-xviii (2003)
Rabbi NoachWeinberg - Forward
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The 1903 Rabbinical Conference in Krakow

1903 Rabbinical Conference in Krakow

In the same year as the 6th zionist congress in 1903 in Basal were Theorde Herzl presented the
Uganda plan which became hotly debated. In another part of Europe, there was another less famous
rabbinical August of 1903, there was a Rabbinical Conference in Krakow (organized by Ashkenazi
Rabbi of Cairo, Rabbi Aharon Mendel HaCohen) to gather the rabbinic leadership to face the
challenges of their day -- modernity, assimilation, secularization, education, political changes,
The failure of this conference led to the beginning of Orthodox politics, parties like Agudas Yisrael
and the like.

R. Eliyahu Akiva Rabinowitz, the Paltaver rav, a strong and dynamic leader at the time, opposed this
initiative and it became a debate. But we have to remember that this debate had been going on for
decades before this, at least in Galicia where Cracow was.
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Bertha Pappenheim and Early Jewish Feminism

Bertha Pappenheim
(1859 –1936) - Anna O

Joseph Breuer
(1842-1925)
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The first Board of the Weibliche Fürsorge in Frankfurt, 1904
(Pappenheim: first row, second from the left).

2) Shaul Stampfler, Families, rabbis, and Education (2010)
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Early Precedent for Torah Study for Jewish Girls andWomen

R. Samson Raphael Hirsch
(1808-1888)
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“Dedicated to the young thinking Jewish men andwomen”

10



The Realschule in Frankfurt

3) R. Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb, Mitzvoth, Ch. 75 no. 494 (p. 371)

No less should Israel’s daughters learn the contents of the Written Law and the duties
which they have to perform in their lifetime as daughter and young women, as mother and

as housewife.

4) Ohr Yisrael, Letter 3

לימודהואהלזהלימודחיזוקאללבבכםלעוררלמדייספיקוהראשוניםדבריכילמשפט,חשבתיאנכיהנהידידי!א)

פטורותהנשיםהנפשות,כלעלחיובויקיףאשרלימודלךאיןהלזה,המוסרילימודהלימודיםככללאאשרהמוסרי,

לאמחיובם,ישוללענינולפיאישאישלפוטרם;הרבהמקוםישח"ורעותבמצוקותדעתוחסרייוםקשיתורה,מתלמוד

ירבה:וכןהחיוביגדלכןלאדם,ירחיבאשרכלזה,כראיזהראי
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היאהמדברים,החייםכלעלפרושההמלחמהכינעדר,לאאחתהנפשותלכלמוקףחיובהואהלזהלימודכןלאב)

כמעטאשרח"ו,תקומהלויהי'לבלבמכמריהם,ילבדוהוהמהאשרועלילותיו,האדםתאוותותחבולותיו,היצרמלחמת

כיפקידה,ליוםנעשהמהאוי!השמש,לעיניונתעברעמפעלכללהוציאלרוחו,מעצורבאיןלמרבההאדםיפשעקט

הלזו,החזקההמלחמהנגדלעמודותעצומות,עוזנאזרבמהותחבולותיו,האדםטעימההחיים,כלעלהמשפטד'יפקוד

לאורלגולהיותלמעןלבינו,עלאחריתינוולתתהלב,מהלהלהיבהרעיון,מעטלזכךהמוסרי,לימודהלזהבלימודלאאם

רקמגמתינו,פריכלזהכיוהצדק,האמתלמעןמלחמתםיעשוובגבורתםיהלכו,לאורםהחיצוניםהאבריםאשרמאיר,

רב:ובהרגלבחזקהאםכייאוסרולאאשרבדינים,והןבמדותהןומחלה,רענגעמכללשומרםהחיצוניםהאבריםעל
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