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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 14: Chapter 3: City of David; Solomon’s Second Weakness

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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3:1 __ The Jew and the Egyptian (continued)
1. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:1 (continued)
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| would have said further, as per the simple text, that the Torah did not prohibit Egyptians and Edomites from entering
the community of Gd if they enter beneath the wings of Shechinah, and it did not say, “Edomites and Egyptians shall
not enter the community of Gd, their children born to them, etc.” as it said, “Amonites and Moavites shall not enter the
community of Gd.” And it did not prohibit seeking their welfare and benefit. But it commanded that we not abhor their
descendants, since we lived as strangers in the lands of their ancestors. And even though it said, “Their children born
to them, the third generation, shall enter the community of Gd,” this need not mean that the first and second generation
may not enter the community, but that this third generation should enter, positively and as a commandment, and for the
preceding generations it would be optional, not a commandment and not a prohibition...
Who can tell us that marriage is “entry into the community2” | say that it is only that they should not be like Jews for all
matters of honour and status, meaning that they should not be officers over thousands and hundreds, Sanhedrin and
courts... And it said this because the Divine desire is that the third generation should no longer be called “stranger,” but
Israelite for all matters. And how could we not say this2 We have found that many Edomites and Egyptians converted
and married Jewish women and did not violate the law, for this did not prevent them from being called gerim. Many
Egyptians left Egypt with Israel and converted and married Jewish women, and so we should think that Jews did when
they took Egyptian wives, and the prophet Ovadia was from Edom...
But our Sages accepted the truth of the Torah’s mitzvot which | mentioned in a different way... They accepted that the
first and second Egyptian generations may not enter the community, and that “entering the community” refers to
marriage, and that the third generation is counted for each convert and not from those who left Egypt, and that of the
Egyptians it says “Banim born to them” including males and females. And Rambam wrote further...
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| have shown you the path of our Sages in this matter, and this is received and true. Therefore, it is appropriate that we
choose the path of answering the doubts | have raised while fitting their tradition, for they did not raise the doubts and
did not try to resolve them. | will say that when Solomon married with Pharaoh king of Egypt, he did sin. Even though
he converted his wife before marrying her, still, as an Egyptian before the third generation she was prohibited to enter
the community and [for him] to marry her. And the Sages already said that the story of Shimi is juxtaposed with the
marriage to the daughter of Pharaoh for this reason, to teach that as long as Shimi was alive Solomon did not marry
the daughter of Pharaoh. So in their view, he sinned. But in my view, his sin in this matter was due to an error in this
halachic matter. He thought that after she converted, there would be no guilt for him and she would be permitted to him,
combined with the fact that he married her only to make peace for his kingdom with Pharaoh king of Egypt, who was
nearby, as | have said, and not out of love for his daughter. And because his intent was desirable when he married her,
the text said, “And Solomon loved Gd, walking in the statutes of his father David,” and that verse was placed after the
story of the marriage only to inform us that Solomon'’s thought was pure and clear and he did this with a pure heart. He
loved Gd, and yearned to walk in the statutes of his father David, and he did not intend this as a sin, Gd forbid. And
therefore it said, “Only, he sacrificed on altars,” for in this alone did he know that he was acting inappropriately, and
not in taking the daughter of Pharaoh, in which he did not think he was sinning. And therefore Gd did not rebuke him
for it, for he had already taken her... Solomon was a youth, soft, and he did this with clean hands, and so he was not
punished for it... It also shows Solomon'’s intention was good in taking the daughter of Pharaoh when it says here that
he brought her to the City of David “until he completed building his house and the house of Gd and the walls of Jerusalem
around,” and in Chronicles | 8:11 it says of this that he said, “A woman shall not live in the house of David, King of
Israel, for it is sacred, as the Ark of Gd has come there.” This shows that when Solomon took the daughter of Pharaoh,
his heart was whole with Gd and he did not intend to sin. Therefore he merited prophecy at that time.

3:1  The City of David

2. Two articles
e https://jewishaction.com/jewish-world/israel /whats_the_truth_about_king_davids_tomb/
e htips://jewishaction.com/jewish-world/israel/king_davids_tomb_a_different_perspective/

3:1-3 _Solomon’s Second Weakness
3. Building his own house firste 6:37-7:1,9:10

4. Ralbag to Melachim | 3:1
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It was appropriate to build a wall around Jerusalem to consecrate what was within it, for many of the consecrated items

could only be eaten within the wall after the House of Gd was built there, like maaser sheni, bikkurim, korban pesach

and bechor and the like, as explained in the Torah.

5. Rashi to Melachim | 3:3
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“He sacrificed on altars” — The text spoke of his shame, for delaying construction of the Beit haMikdash for four years.

6. Whye
e Shemuel I 7:13-17
e Shemuel Il 8:7-11
e Shemuel Il 24:18-25 / Divrei haYamim | 21
e Divrei haYamim | 22
e Divrei haYamim | 23-29


https://jewishaction.com/jewish-world/israel/whats_the_truth_about_king_davids_tomb/
https://jewishaction.com/jewish-world/israel/king_davids_tomb_a_different_perspective/
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Why did it say “only”2 Altars were permitted until the Beit haMikdash was built! Because it said, “In the laws of his
father David,” and David sacrificed only upon the altar before the Ark in Jerusalem or the altar in Givon. We do not
find that he sacrificed and burned [offerings] on other altars, for multiplicity of altars brings a person to idolatry, for this
is the way of the nations, building altars on every mountain and hill and beneath every young tree.

8. Radak to Melachim | 3:4
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It was not called “great” because of its great size, for it was the copper altar which Moshe made.

9. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:4
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And because Solomon chose only to sacrifice on that great altar in Givon like his father David, because it was very
holy, after he dedicated his heart and called to Hashem with his burnt offerings and peace offerings Gd appeared to
him there. This shows that it was better to sacrifice on the great altar in Givon, since Hashem appeared to Solomon
there, and [Hashem] did not appear to him when he sacrificed on other altars which lacked that holiness, and his father
David did not sacrifice upon them.

10. Malbim to Melachim | 3:3-4
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... And in order to repair this matter, that the nation and the king should not sacrifice upon altars any longer.
“And the king went to Givon to sacrifice there.” And in Divrei haYamim Il 1:2-3 it is explained, “And Solomon said to
all Israel... And Solomon and the entire nation went with him to the altar in Givon.” Meaning, that he told all Israel that
they should not burn [offerings] on altars. Therefore, all of them went to Givon to sacrifice there, for the Ohel Moed and
copper altar and Heavenly fire were there. As it says (ibid 5), “And Solomon and the nation sought.”

11.Ralbag to Melachim | 3:3
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“Only, upon altars he sacrificed and burned” to achieve prophecy, for bringing burnt offerings makes an impact in
achieving prophecy, as explained in the portion of Bilam. And we have already given this reason in our explanation of
Parshat Noach. Therefore it mentioned that Solomon brought 1000 burnt offerings on the altar in Givon, and there Gd
appeared to him in a dream at night...



