3D Parsha: A Multidimensional Approach to the Topics You Thought You Knew

Why the Backwards “Nuns”?

Mrs. Emma Katz, NILI Director
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(35) t When the Ark was to set out, Moses would say: Advance, O LORD! May Your enemies be scattered,
And may Your foes flee before You! (36) And when it halted, he would say: Return, O LORD, You who are

Israel’s myriads of thousands! ¢
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that this is not its place, as the previous portion does not discuss the nation’s travels. Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi says: It is not for that reason that signs were inserted. Rather, the signs are there because
this portion is considered a book unto itself. The Gemara asks: According to whose opinion is that
which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman said that Rabbi Yonatan said, that with regard to the verse: “With
wisdom she built her house, she carved its seven pillars” (Proverbs 9:1), these are the seven books
of the Torah? According to whose opinion? It is according to the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, as
by his count there are seven books of the Torah: Genesis; Exodus; Leviticus; Numbers until: “And when
the Ark traveled”; the portion: “And when the Ark traveled,” which is considered its own book; the
remainder of Numbers; and Deuteronomy. Who is the tanna who disagrees with Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi? It is Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. As it was taught in a baraita that Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel says: In the future, this portion will be uprooted from here, where it appears, and will be
written in its proper place. And why was it written here, even though it discusses the travels of the
children of Israel, and the portion before it does not? It is in order to demarcate between the first

punishment and the second punishment. What is the second punishment that appears



immediately afterward? It is the verse: “And the people complained wickedly in God’s ears, and God
heard and became angry, and the fire of God burned in them and it consumed the edge of the camp”
(Numbers 11:1). What is the first punishment? It is the verse: “And they traveled from the mountain
of God [mehar Hashem] for three days” (Numbers 10:33), and Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina,
said: That they turned from after God [me’aharei Hashem] and hurriedly fled Mount Sinai. The
Gemara asks: And if so, where is the proper place for this paragraph? Rav Ashi said: In the portion of
the flags, where there is a description of the manner in which the Jewish people traveled through the

desert.
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[These are] the seven days of Creation; alternatively, they are the 7 books of the Torah. "When the Ark

ws sent out..." - this is its own book...
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(1) (Bamidbar 10:35) "And it was, when the ark traveled": There are signs (inverted nuns) before (this
verse) and after (the next verse). Rebbi says: Because it is a book in itself — whence they ruled: A
(Torah) scroll which was erased, and there remained eighty-five letters, as in the section "And it was,
when the ark traveled" (imparts tumah to the hands [a Rabbinical enactment, viz. Shabbath 14a]). R.
Shimon says: There are signs before and after because this is not its place. What should have been
written? (Bamidbar 10:33) "And they traveled from the mountain of the L-rd, a journey of three days.
(And the ark of the covenant of the L-rd preceded them a distance of three days"). (Bamidbar 11:1)
"And the people were as seekers of a pretext." An analogy: Some men say to the king: Would you

please accompany us to the governor of Acco? They arrive at Acco — he has gone to Tyre. They arrive at



Tyre — he has gone to Tziddon. They arrive at Tziddon — he has gone to Antochia. They arrive at
Antochia — some of them start complaining against the king for having put them to all of this trouble!
It is the king who should complain, for having been put to all of this trouble for their sakes! Similarly,
on that day the Shechinah traveled a three-days journey, so that they could (immediately) enter Eretz
Yisrael — and they began to complain before Him for having been put to all of that trouble! It is He (if
anyone) who should have complained! For it was for their sakes that the Shechinah was thus

constrained!
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Go and see, the Ark would travel with a distance of three days in front of them: the Shechinah
(symbolized by the nun) would not separate herself from it, and would travel with it. And because of
his love for Israel the nun turns its face and turns back to the Ark, similar to a young deer that keeps
turning her face back to the place she left when she goes forth. Therefore when the Ark set forth, the

nun turned her face towards the children of Israel and the shoulders of her body towards the Ark.



