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Purim as a Day of Tefilah
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15)Rav Soloveitchik, Days of Deliverance, 103-105

The Megilla is not just the story of triumph; it is also a book of despair, of human insecurity—
particularly, Jewish insecurity and instability...

True the Jews succeeded in defeating Haman. There was a miracle: the Jews were saved. Of
course, we have to celebrate this miracle. But there is no guarantee, no security. That is why
Hazal did not introduce the concept of simhah as it was recommended by the Torah vis-a-vis the
Three Festivals. Rather, they introduced a difference concept of simhah — gaiety, fun, which is
just “acting” and is not sincere. The concept of /ifnei Hashem was not applied to Purim.

We do not celebrate Purim like Pesah, Shavuot and Sukkot.... The victory is not final; the
triumph is not decisive; a repetition is possible. That is why we cannot equate the celebration of
Purim with simhat ha-regel, the joy of the Festival.
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