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King Solomon’s Arc, Week 10: Chapter 2: General Benayahu; Evyatar Dismissed; Yoav’s Demise
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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2:25 Benayahu ben Yehoyada carries it out (continued)

1. Talmud, Temurah 16a
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Immediately, Yehoshua's strength dissipated and he forgot 300 laws and developed 700 uncertainties. The entire nation

wanted to kill Yehoshua... Rabbi Avahu said: Nonetheless, Otniel ben Kenaz returned them via his analysis, as it is

said, "And Omniel ben Kenaz, brother of Kalev, conquered it."...

2. Ralbag to Shemuel Il 24:25, Lesson 13
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To teach that David’s warriors were all scholars in Torah as well, and therefore Gd's supervision clung to them... Thus

you find that when it praised these warriors it said “he was the most honoured of the three,” and it did not say “he was

the strongest” or “the most powerful” of the three. It described him with honour, due to his great level...

3. Talmud, Gittin 68a-b
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He sent Benayahu ben Yehoyada. He gave him a chain on which the Name was engraved, and a ring on which the

Name was engraved, and bunches of wool and barrels of wine. He went and dug a pit below and emptied the water

and sealed it with bunches of wool. And he dug a pit above and poured the wine in and covered it up. He then went

and sat in a tree...

4. Radak to Melachim | 2:25
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Even though he was a kohen, and he could not become fame/ from the dead, when he struck him he did not die

immediately, and he removed his hand from him before he could die. Or, even though a kohen may not become fames

from the dead, for a mitzvah he could become famej, and performing the king’s command was a mitzvah. And a king

may also fight mitzvah wars and become famei...

2:26-27 Evyatar is dismissed

5. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:26
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As long as Shlomo did not punish Adoniyah, and he forgave his sin, he also forgave his advisors. But when the days of

peace came and he saw Adoniyahu maintained his wickedness with their counsel, then when he punished him he also

saw fit fo punish them...

6. Shemuel | 2:35
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7. Unwitting fulfillment of destiny Shemuel | 4, Shemuel | 22, Melachim | 12

2:28-35 The demise of Yoav
8. Background
e Son of Dovid’s sister Tzeruyah
e Brothers are Asahel and Avishai, who wanted to execute people




e Fights and wins numerous wars for Dovid
e Crimes: Avner, Avshalom, Amasa

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 49a
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If not for David, Yoav could not have waged war. And if not for Yoav, David could not have been involved with Torah.
As Shemuel Il 8:15 says, “And David performed justice and righteousness for his entire nation, and Yoav son of Tzeruyah
was over the army.” Why was David able to perform justice and righteousness for his entire nation? Because Yoav was
over the army. And why was Yoav able to lead the army? Because David performed justice and righteousness for his
entire nation.

10. Rashi to Melachim | 2:28
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The news of David's instruction, that he instructed to kill him, and [Yoav] knew that Shlomo hated him.

11.Radak to Melachim | 2:28
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The news that Adoniyahu had been killed, and Evyatar had been exiled.

12. “For Yoav had gone after Adoniyahu, but not Avshalom”

e Explains his fear He picked the wrong revolt Radak
e Explains his guilt (1) He missed Avshalom'’s revolt only due to fear  Sanhedrin 49a
o Explains his guilt (1) He always wanted to crown Adoniyahu Abarbanel

o Explains his guilt (2)  He didn’t revolt earlier, and now he went bad Abarbanel
o Explains his guilt (2)  He knew monarchy doesn’t go to the eldest ~ Malbim
e Explains his guilt (3)  He didn’t save Avshalom Ralbag

13.Talmud, Sanhedrin 49a
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“And after Avshalom he did not stray” — What is “he did not stray”2 Rav Yehudah said: He wished to stray, but he did

not stray. Why did he not stray2 Rabbi Elazar said: Because the youthful strength of David remained...

14.Shemot 21:14
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15. Radak to Melachim | 2:30
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And some of them said that the property [of those executed by the king] also went to their heirs, like those executed by

the court. And when he said, “No, for | will die here,” he said it only [to gain] shortterm life, to extend his life until

Benayahu would go to Shlomo and return.

16. Talmud, Makkot 12a
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Yoav made two mistakes at that time... He erred in that [the altar] only rescues those who are

on top of it, and he held its corners, and he erred in that only the altar in the Beit haMikdash rescues and he held the

altar in Shiloh. Abbaye said he also erred in that it only rescues a kohen who is serving; Yoav was not a kohen.



17. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:30
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And he did this to make Solomon sin, commanding his execution there. Hashem would seek his blood, and the honour

of the house of Gd and the altar, for having commanded to spill his blood in the Sanctuary of Gd. And he also thought

that because of this, his execution would be more disgraceful in the eyes of the nation.

18. Talmud Yerushalmi, Makkot 2:6
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Rabbi Tanchuma said: He fled to the Sanhedrin, as it says, “Those who are executed by the court, their property goes

to their heirs. Those who are killed by the monarch, their property goes to the monarch.” Yoav said: Better that | be

killed in the court and my children inherit me, and let the king not kill me and inherit from me.

19. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 23:13
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He said: Those who are killed by the court are not buried in their ancestral plot, but are on their own. Better for me to
die here, and to be buried in the graves of my ancestors.

20. Abarbanel to Melachim | 2:30
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And perhaps Benayahu's thought and intent was to bring [Yoav] before Solomon to fall before him and to plead for
himself, such that he would soften toward him and be merciful upon him and exile him, as he had exiled Evyatar, since
both of them — Yoav and Evyatar — had been equal in that sin. And all of this was part of Benayahu's greatness; he
knew that he was going to be the general of Israel in Yoav's place, and so he sought to save him and not to kill him
right away, as Shlomo had instructed, lest people say that he had wanted to kill [Yoav] to take his honour and stature.
So lest those who heard say “Did you kill and also inherit his power,” he tried every means of saving him. But Yoav did
not trust Benayahu's words, and he thought that Shlomo would not have mercy upon him, and would kill him...



