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Shemuel, Week 106: 21:8-10 — Who is Doeg? Who is Dovid?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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21:5-10 Achimelech helps David innocently, and is caught (continued)
1. Malbim to Shemuel | 21:8
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The kohen was not concerned that Doeg was there; this indicates that it did not dawn upon the kohen that [David] was
a fugitive.

2. Radak to Shemuel 1 21:10
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Because it was in the Tent of Meeting to memorialize the miracle, as | have explained, Achimelech did not want to
remove it from there, if there were another option.

3. “Take it if you want” “There’s nothing like it!”
o "IF you want it, take it” “It's the best option!” Radak
e "“If YOU want it, take it” “You bet | want itl” Abarbanel
e “IfYOU want it, take it” “For me, it's great” Abarbanel
Who is Doeg?

4. Radak to Shemuel | 21:10
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The greatest of Shaul’s shepherds, appointed over them.

5. Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:2  Bilam, Doeg, Achitofel, Gechazi

6. Talmud, Chagigah 15b
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Doeg and Achitofel asked 300 questions about a cabinet open to the air.

7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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What is the meaning of Yeshayah 33:18, “Where is the counter, where is the receiver [or: one who weighs], where is
the one who counts the towers2” Where is the one who counts all of the letters in the Torah, where is the one who
weighs, who weighs all of the logical arguments in the Torah, where is the one who counts the towers — for he counted
300 established laws regarding a cabinet open to the air.

8. Midrash Tehillim 3:4
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Doeg was the head of the rabbinical court, as it says, “The mightiest of Shaul’s shepherds.”

9. Talmud, Yevamot 76b
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But did he not know him2 It says “And he loved him greatly, and he was a bearer of implements for him!” Rather, he
asked about David's father...
Doeg of Edom said to him: Before you ask about whether he is suitable for monarchy or not, ask if he is suitable to
marry info the nation or not! Why? For he comes from Ruth, of Moav...



10. Midrash Shemuel 18:4
ORI 9 TA10 DIPW RW ARIT T AR XI9P 02 "N AR DY avm Rw v
“And Shaul and the nation spared Agag, etc.” Bar Kappara said: This is Doeg, who was the equal of all Israel.

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 93b
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Doeg only said this entire verse as harmful speech: “Knows how to play” — He knows how to ask...
How do we know this was Doeg?2 Here it says, “And one of the youths answered” — the special youth. And there it says,

“And there one of Shaul's servants was stopped before Gd, and his name was Doeg the Edomite, the mightiest of
Shaul’s shepherds.”

12. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 32:1
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It is written, “Those who speak lies will be lost, Gd abhors people of blood and trickery.” This speaks of Doeg and
Achitofel; they speak lies, them and their words... This one permitted immorality and bloodshed, and this one permitted
immorality and bloodshed... He said to Shaul: Is David eligible for marriage2 He is a rebel against the throne, and
viewed as dead!” And now he permitted his wife and made him as one who is lacking, as though he were dead and
his blood was permitted and his wife was permitted! Shaul stood and gave Michal, wife of David, to Palti ben Layish,
at Doeg’s words. And bloodshed as it says, “But King Shaul’s servants would not send a hand against the priests of
Gd,” but Doeg killed them, as it says...

13.Shemuel | 24:9

14. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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Doeg was great in Torah. Israel came and asked David: Does [baking] the showbread override Shabbat? He told them:
lts arrangement overrides Shabbat, but its kneading and shaping do not override Shabbat. And Doeg was there, and
he said, “Who is this, who comes to give rulings in my presence?” They said, “This is David, son of Yishai.” Inmediately
he went and counseled Shaul, King of Israel, to kill Nov, city of the kohanim.

15. Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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And because of this Doeg of Edom was jealous of David, as it says, “For jealousy of Your house consumed me.”

16. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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And so we have found with Kayin, Korach, Bilam, Doeg, Achitofel, Gechazi, Avshalom, Adoniyahu, Ataliah and

Haman, that they set their eyes on that which was not suitable for them. That which they sought was not given to them,

and that which was in their hands was taken from them.

17. Midrash Tehillim 52:2
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And why is he called “Edomi”2 They were from Nov to Maaleh Edomiyim, and he was named for his city. Rabbi
Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: Because he was jealous of David, who was called “Edomi”, as in 16:12...

18. Talmud, Sanhedrin 39b
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“A vision of Ovadiah: So says Hashem Elokim to Edom” - Why was Ovadia the one to prophesy for Edom?2 Rabbi
Yitzchak said: Gd said, “Let Ovadia, who lived between two wicked ones and did not learn from their deeds, come
prophesy against wicked Esav who lived between two righteous people and did not learn from their deeds.” Ephraim
Makshaah, student of Rabbi Meir, cited Rabbi Meir as saying that Ovadia was an Edomite convert. As people say,
“From it itself, the hatchet enters the tree.”

19. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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Rebbe said: Doeg and Achitofel asked 400 questions regarding a cabinet open to the air [and not one was answered
for them]. Rava said: Is asking questions a sign of greatness?! In the years of Rav Yehudah, they only learned torts, and
we learn a great deal in vktzinl And when Rav Yehudah arrived at the law that if @ woman who pickles vegetables in
a pot, or some say olives pickled in their leaves, they are pure, he said, “I see the debates of Rav and Shemuel here,”
and we learn 13 yeshivot on vktzinl And when Rav Yehudah removed his shoes, rain came, but we cry out and there
is no answer!l But Gd desires the heart, as Shemuel | 16:7 says, “And Gd sees to the heart.”

20. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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What is the meaning of, “And to the wicked one Gd says: Why do you speak My laws2” Gd said to wicked Doeg:

Why do you speak My laws2 When you arrive at the section of murderers and the section of people who speak

harmfully, what do you teach of them2 “And you put My covenant in your mouth” — Rabbi Ami said: Doeg'’s Torah was

only from the lips and outward.

21.Tosafot to Chagigah 15b s.v. ko/
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One whose reverence precedes his wisdom, his wisdom endures. Doeg and Achitofel, their Torah did not protect them,
because they lacked any reverence, as stated in Sotah 21a.

Dovid’s Descent?
22.You forced my hand Shemuel | 26:19, 24:1-8




