Fourteen Centuries #14: Rav Sherira Gaon, Part 3
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — rabbi@ecdp.info

How was the Mishnah written2 (continued)
1. Why Rebbe? Paragraph 20
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And Rebbe was granted Torah and Authority from Heaven, and his entire region, all of his life, followed him, as in
Gittin 59a, “Rabbah breih d’Rava, or Rabbi Hillel breih d’Rabbi Valles, said: From Moshe until Rebbe, we never found
Torah and authority in one place.”
And the Rabbis were tranquil, without assault all through Rebbe'’s time, because of the affection between Antoninus and
Rebbe. And he decided to organize Halachah so that the Rabbis would all learn as one mouth, in one expression, and
not each one learning with his own expression. The early ones, before the Churban, didn’t need this, since it is the
spoken Torah and they didn't state their logic in things which were known, like in the Written Torah. They knew and
learned in their hearts, and each one taught them and their students like one who speaks to another and teaches him in
whatever language he chooses.

Mishnah, Tosefta, Braita
2. Tosefta and Braia Paragraphs 24-26
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24. And an unassigned mishnah is Rabbi Meir. He didn’t say those on his own, but the path of Rabbi Meir’s learning
was what Rebbe learned, and in the same path that Rabbi Meir taught his students, that learned Rebbe took and he
established it to teach the world. And Rabbi Meir took his path of learning from his rebbe, Rabbi Akiva. And Rabbi
Akiva received it from his early rebbeim, as in Sanhedrin 86a, “Rabbi Yochanan said: The author of an unattributed
Mishnah is Rabbi Meir, an unattributed Tosefta is Rabbi Nechemiah, an unatiributed Sifra is Rabbi Yehudah, an
unattributed Sifri is Rabbi Shimon — and all of them are within the thought of Rabbi Akiva.”
25. And these braitot of Tosefta, and Sifra and Sifri, these braitot were all taught to them by earlier sages, and Rabbi
Yehudah, Rabbi Nechemiah and Rabbi Shimon came and collected, each his own...
26. But the last braitot, they were not concerned with, because the choicest of the rabbis were the ones who collected
and complied them, and these were the great students of Rabbi Akiva...

3. Rabbi Meir Paragraphs 27-28
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27. And the greatest of all of Rabbi Akiva’s students was Rabbi Meir, as Eruvin 13b says, “Rabbi Acha bar Chanina
said: It is known before the Creator of the world that there was none in Rabbi Meir’s generation like him. And why
didn't they establish Halachah like him2 Because his colleagues could not understand his position. He said that which
was tamei was tahor and that which was tahor was tamei, and he showed why.” And therefore he was beloved to
Rabbi Akiva, who ordained him from his youth.

28. And in stating Halachah, Rebbe adopted the path of Rabbi Meir, which was the path of Rabbi Akiva, since Rebbe
saw that Rabbi Meir’s path was concise and easy to teach and its words were composed well, each lesson with that
which resembled it, and his words were very precise, more than all the other Tannaim. There were no extra words, and
each item had a reason, without redundant words, and nothing was lacking or extra...

And even though all of the rabbis took the same position, since Rabbi Akiva was of broad heart, and his student Rabbi
Meir was also of broad heart, their statements were beautiful and greater than those of all the other tannaim. Therefore
Rebbe collected them, and he added what was in his day, and he set it appropriately...

4. Rebbe's Exclusions Paragraphs 34, 36
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34. Regarding the Tosefta of Rabbi Chiya: Certainly, he taught it; we don’t know whether it was in Rebbe’s day, or
after him. But without a doubt, after he taught us the halachot of our Mishnah, the Tosefta was taught. And the words
of the Tosefta are clearly from after the Mishnah, and are about the Mishnah...
36. And as far as what you said, why did Rabbi Chiya write it and why didn’t Rebbe write it. Had Rebbe wanted to
write and compile everything that was taught in his day, it would have been lengthy and it would have been uprooted.
But Rebbe arranged and wrote the essential things, like the principles and concise language, for from even one thing
we learn many reasons and mountains of halachot and great and wondrous aggadot which, with Hashem'’s help, are
learned from the mishnayot. And Rabbi Chiya came and explained in the braita specifics and aspects of those principles
and the great many reasons and expanded them in the braita, their root is in the mishnah, and they linked them to the
root in the mishnah, as in Taanit 21a, “llfa placed himself on the mast of a ship, and said: If there is anyone who can
ask me from a lesson of the yeshiva of Rabbi Chiya and the yeshiva of Rabbi Oshia and | don’t answer it from a
mishnah, | will fall from the mast and drown.” We see that everything found in the yeshivot of Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi
Oshia can be learned from a mishnah...

5. Rambam, Introduction to Commentary to the Mishnah
DIXP 09727 JIWN2 M9 72 1°I2T AWYY AR PUTET YRR ,POR 20210 NI KOR 2°92p1n0 Mnwn 10 ROV IR
QUNWRIT QAW 92,1700 AWR R 737 1307 T0ROW 2 PaR ,IN192 M 190w MIT 2172 178K 77102 700,002 20101y 2099100
7172 IR 7772 12 IN2Y 127 MAPYA 12 D97 90 N2AMY R1M M R PTRYNN AR XD 79707 .0n%Y 2°awa XOX 0°7ann 197 KXY
72 QWTM LAY MR PIAR 7IWNT 1M DTAYY IWOR DIARY D101V 9019 JIWnT IR2? 72 15N .RND0INT KT ,277 1272
...ON21T 22271 77907 RIDO RO KNI 7217 27 2N .ROVWIR " D3 AWY I TIWRT 1 W 10D TR DT
And he saw fit not to mention the names of those who received [the tradition], only those closest to his time, from Shimon
haTzaddik and onward. And he made his words in it — in the mishnah - brief words, including many subjects. And it
was clear to him, with the magnitude of his joyous intellect and broad understanding, but for someone of a lower level
it would be hard, because the early sages composed only for themselves. Therefore, one of his students, Rabbi Chiya,
saw fit to compose a book walking in his master’s footsteps, to explain in it that which was not clear in his master’s
words. This was the Tosefta. And in it he intended to explain the Mishnah and to add matters which one really could
learn from the Mishnah but only with work. He taught these new ideas in order to teach us how to learn and develop
new ideas from the Mishnah. And so did Rabbi Oshia as well. And Rav also composed braitot, and this is the Sifra and
Sifri. And many others...



6. Prof. Binyamin Katzoff, A Story in Three Contexts: The Redaction of a Toseftan Pericope, AJS Review 38:1 (2014)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24273561

Because the Tosefta was not composed as a totally independent work, it presents a complex problem. That it is related
to the Mishnah is obvious, but the nature of its relationship is not. Some contemporary scholars, following Rav Sherira
Gaon, see the Tosefta as later than and dependent upon the Mishnah, as a commentary is dependent on a base fext.
Accordingly the role of the Tosefta's redactor was limited, for he did not have an entirely free hand in the organization
of his materials—his work subserves the structure, contents, goals, and agenda of the Mishnah. Thus little can be inferred
from the placement of different kinds of sources in the Tosefta, except with reference to the related materials in the
Mishnah. According to this view, the primary context for redaction criticism of the Tosefta is in fact the Mishnah. By
contrast, other scholars, among them recently Hauptman, find elements of independent editorial activity in the Tosefta,
and do not assume that the Tosefta is redactionally dependent on our Mishnah. Thus, the role of the Tosefta's redactor
is taken to have been more pronounced. He may have had a freer hand in the organization of his materials, and his
work may serve goals distinct from those of the Mishnah. In this case, we may be able to infer a great deal from the
placement of the sources in the Tosefta, independently of their relationship to cognate material in the Mishnah.

7. The Braitot Paragraphs 40-41
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