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Should We Hate Receiving Gifts, Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld, Aish.com

In a different vein, even if one does receive gifts from others for his support, if he shows
proper appreciation, he is not simply becoming a taker who is living off of others. He
rather owns up to the fact that he owes in return — and he expresses it. This is giving
back to the giver — even if only recognition. And rather than just taking others’
possessions and swallowing them up, the receiver becomes open to the fact that he is
now beholden to others. This increases his love and appreciation for the people who
have helped him, and very often in the proper degree this is very healthy for a person.
(Heard in the name of R. Aharon Kotler zt’l.)

None of the above issues is relevant to gifts given or received out of friendship. So long
as a person does not take presents out of dependency and he shows proper
appreciation, giving and receiving presents is a fine way to increase love and admiration
among people.



