Machar Chodesh: The Moon will be Full Again
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4 Then said Jonathan unto David: 'What doth thy soul desire, that
I should do it for thee?"'

5 And David said unto Jonathan: 'Behold, to-morrow is the new
moon, when | should sit with the king to eat; so let me go, that |
may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even.

6 If thy father miss me at all, then say: David earnestly asked
leave of me that he might run to Beth-lehem his city; for it is the
yearly sacrifice there for all the family.

7 If he say thus: It is well; thy servant shall have peace; but if he
be wroth, then know that evil is determined by him.

8 Therefore deal kindly with thy servant; for thou hast brought
thy servant into a covenant of the LORD with thee; but if there
be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou bring
me to thy father?'

9 And Jonathan said: 'Far be it from thee; for if | should at all
know that evil were determined by my father to come upon
thee, then would not | tell it thee?

10 Then said David to Jonathan: 'Who shall tell me if perchance
thy father answer thee roughly?'

11 And Jonathan said unto David: 'Come and let us go out into
the field."' And they went out both of them into the field.

12 Jonathan said unto David: 'The LORD, the God of Israel--when
I have sounded my father about this time to-morrow, or the third
day, behold, if there be good toward David, shall | not then send
unto thee, and disclose it unto thee?

13 The LORD do so to Jonathan, and more also, should it please
my father to do thee evil, if | disclose it not unto thee, and send
thee away, that thou mayest go in peace; and the LORD be with
thee, as He hath been with my father.
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18 And Jonathan said unto him: 'Tomorrow is the new moon; and
thou wilt be missed, thy seat will be empty.

19 And in the third day thou shalt hide thyself well, and come to
the place where thou didst hide thyself in the day of work, and
shalt remain by the stone Ezel.

20 And | will shoot three arrows to the side-ward, as though |
shot at a mark.

21 And, behold, | will send the lad: Go, find the arrows. If | say
unto the lad: Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee; take
them, and come; for there is peace to thee and no hurt, as the
LORD liveth.

22 But if | say thus unto the boy: Behold, the arrows are beyond
thee; go thy way; for the LORD hath sent thee away.

23 And as touching the matter which | and thou have spoken of,
behold, the LORD is between me and thee for ever.'

24 So David hid himself in the field; and when the new moon was
come, the king sat him down to the meal to eat.

25 And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even upon
the seat by the wall; and Jonathan stood up, and Abner sat by
Saul's side; but David's place was empty.

26 Nevertheless Saul spoke not anything that day; for he
thought: 'Something hath befallen him, he is unclean; surely he is
not clean.’

27 And it came to pass on the morrow after the new moon,
which was the second day, that David's place was empty; and
Saul said unto Jonathan his son: 'Wherefore cometh not the son
of Jesse to the meal, neither yesterday, nor to-day?"

28 And Jonathan answered Saul: 'David earnestly asked leave of
me to go to Bethlehem;

29 and he said: Let me go, | pray thee; for our family hath a
sacrifice in the city; and my brother, he hath commanded me;
and now, if | have found favor in your eyes, let me get away, |
pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he is not come unto
the king's table.'

30 Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said
unto him: 'Thou son of perverse rebellion, do not | know that
thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own shame, and unto
the shame of thy mother's nakedness?

31 For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the earth, thou
shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send
and fetch him unto me, for he deserveth to die.'

32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him:
'Wherefore should he be put to death? what hath he done?’

33 And Saul cast his spear at him to smite him; whereby
Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to put David
to death.
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34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat
no food the second day of the month; for he was grieved for
David, and because his father had put him to shame.

35 it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out to the
field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad with him.

36 And he said unto his lad: 'Run, find now the arrows which |
shoot.' And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.

37 And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and said: 'ls not
the arrow beyond thee?"

38 And Jonathan cried after the lad: 'Make speed, hasten, stay
not.' And Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came to his
master.

39 But the lad knew not anything; only Jonathan and David knew
the matter.

40 And Jonathan gave his weapons unto his lad, and said unto
him: 'Go, carry them to the city."'

41 And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place
toward the South, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed
down three times; and they kissed one another, and wept one
with another, until David exceeded.

42 And Jonathan said to David: 'Go in peace, forasmuch as we
have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying: The
LORD shall be between me and thee, and between my seed and
thy seed, for ever.'

10. Chatam Sofer, Torat Moshe, Haftorat Machar Chodesh

11. Ibid
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12. Queen, | Can’t Live with You

| can't live with you

But | can't live without you
| can't let you stay
Ooh, but | can't live if you go away
| don't know just how it goes
All I know is | can't live with you
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R. Simeon b. Pazzi pointed out a contradiction [between verses]. One verse says: And God made the two great lights,2
and immediately the verse continues: The greater light . . . and the lesser light. The moon said unto the Holy One,
blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Is it possible for two kings to wear one crown’? He answered: ‘Go then and
make thyself smaller’. ‘Sovereign of the Universe’! cried the moon, ‘Because | have suggested that which is proper must |
then make myself smaller’? He replied: ‘Go and thou wilt rule by day and by night’. ‘But what is the value of this’? cried
the moon; ‘Of what use is a lamp in broad daylight’? He replied: ‘Go. Israel shall reckon by thee the days and the years’.
‘But it is impossible’, said the moon, ‘to do without the sun for the reckoning of the seasons, as it is written: And let
them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years’. ‘Go. The righteous shall be named after you as we find,
Jacob the Small, Samuel the Small, David the Small’, On seeing it would not be consoled the Holy One, blessed be He,
said: ‘Bring an atonement for Me for making the moon smaller’. This is what was meant by R. Simeon b. Lakish when he
declared: Why is it that the he-goat offered on the new moon is distinguished in that there is written concerning it unto
the Lord? Because the God, said: Let this he-goat be an atonement for Me for making the moon smaller.
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16. Mussaf for Rosh Chodesh
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MR New Moons have You given Your people,* a time of
atonement* for all their offspring,* when they would bring
before You offerings for favor and goats of sin-offering* to atone on
their behalf. They would serve as a remembrance for them all and a
salvation for their soul* from the hand of the enemy. May You
establish a new Altar in Zion, and may we bring up upon it the
elevation-offering of the new moon, and prepare he-goats with favor.*
[n the service of the Holy Temple may we all rejoice and in the songs of
Your servant David that are heard in Your City, when they are recited
before Your Altar. May Your bring them an eternal love and the
covenant of the forefathers may You recall upon the children.




17. Shemot Rabba 15:26
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20. Sanhedrin 104a
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Rav Judah said in Rav's name: Had but Jonathan given David two loaves of bread for his travels, Nob, the city of priests
would not have been massacred, Doeg the Edomite would not have been destroyed, and Saul and his three sons would
not have been slain.




