
Do I need to get rid of every crumb?

Crumbs are nothing!
Pesachim 6b

חֲשִׁיבִי…לָאהָא—פֵּירוּרִיןמִשּׁוּםניֵמָאאִיטַעְמָא,מַאישֶׁיּבְַטֵּל.צָרִי�הַבּוֹדֵקרַב:אָמַריהְוּדָהרַבאָמַר
Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: One who searches for leavenmust render all his leaven null and void,
cognitively and verbally. The Gemara asks:What is the reason for this? If you say it is due to crumbs
that he failed to detect in his search, they are inherently insignificant, and null and void by definition…..
.

לְבַטְּלֵיהּ!לֵיהּמַשְׁכַּחַתְּוְכִיעִילָּוֵיהּ.וְדַעְתֵּיהּיפָָהגְּלוּסְקָאימְִצָאשֶׁמָּאגְּזיֵרָהרָבָא:אָמַר
Rava said: The reason for the requirement to render leaven null and void is based on a decree lest he
find a fine cake [geluska] among the leaven that he did not destroy and his thoughts are upon it. Due to
its significance, he will hesitate before removing it and will be in violation of the prohibition against
owning leaven. The Gemara asks: And let him nullify it when he finds it.

אָדָם,שֶׁלבִּרְשׁוּתוֹאֵינןָדְבָרִיםשְׁניֵאֶלְעָזרָ:רַבִּידְּאָמַרמְבַטֵּיל.מָצֵיוְלָאקָייְמָא,בִּרְשׁוּתֵיהּוְלָאואִיסּוּרָא,לְבָתַרלֵיהּמַשְׁכַּחַתְּדִּילְמָא
וּלְמַעְלָה.שָׁעוֹתמִשֵּׁשׁוְחָמֵץהָרַבִּים,בִּרְשׁוּתבּוֹרהֵן:וְאֵלּוּבִּרְשׁוּתוֹ,כְּאִילּוּהַכָּתוּבוַעֲשָׂאָן

The Gemara rejects this suggestion. Perhaps he will find it only after it is already forbidden, and at that
time it is no longer in his possession and he is therefore unable to nullify leaven when it is already
Passover, as Rabbi Elazar said: Two items are not in a person’s possession in terms of legal
ownership, and yet the Torah rendered him responsible for them as though they were in his property.
And these are they: An open pit in the public domain, for which the one who excavated it is liable to
pay any damages it causes even though it does not belong to him; and leaven in one’s house from the
sixth hour on the fourteenth of Nisan and onward. As this leaven has no monetary value, since it is
prohibited to eat or to derive benefit from it, it is not his property, and nevertheless he violates a
prohibition if it remains in his domain.

Tosaphot ibid.

פירוריןכמומאיליובטלולאפירוש-עילויהודעתיה

His mind is on it(on the nice big piece he finds)- ie. And it is not nullified automatically like crumbs.

Magen Avraham 434 5 (17th cent. R. Avraham Gombiner)

ס״גת״סעסי׳יפיפיהגלוסקאימצאשמאהואוהביטולבטליממילאדפירוריןודע :

You should know that crumbs are annulled automatically and the annulment is lest you fine a big piece

of chametz.

Taz 460, 2 (R Dovid Halevi Segal, 17th cent.)

אבליחדשיתדבקושא״אלחםפירוריהיינובטליממילא(פירורין)דפסחיםבפ״קדאמרי׳דאע״גבמהרי״לוכתוב
ימצאובליראהבלעלויעבורבכזיתשיתדבקואפשרהעיס׳

The Maharil wrote that even though it is said in Pesachim that crumbs are automatically annulled that is

for the crumbs of bread that cannot join together, but dough can join for an olive worth, and he will then

violate not having chametz, bal yeraeh.

Pesachim 29b- How is this different?

מוּתָּר.—בְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אאָסוּר,—בְּמִינוֹבִּזמְַנּוֹ,שֶׁ�אאָסוּר.—בְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אבֵּיןבְּמִינוֹבֵּיןבִּזמְַנּוֹ,חָמֵץרַב:אָמַר
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Rav said:With regard to leavened bread that becomes mixed with permitted food, the following
distinction applies. During its time of prohibition, i.e., during the seven days of Passover, leavened
bread is forbidden whether it is mixed with its own type, for example, when leavened flour is mixed
with matza flour or when unleavened matza is mixed with leavened matza, or it is mixed with another
type of substance. Not during its time of prohibition, but rather after Passover, if it is mixed with its
own type of substance, then it is prohibited.
However, if it is mixed with another type of substance, then it is permitted.

טַעְמָא!יהְֵיבהָאמוּתָּר?בְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אבִּזמְַנּוֹשֶׁ�אטַעַם,בְּנוֹתֵןאִילֵימָאעָסְקִינןַ?בְּמַאי
The Gemara asks:With what are we dealing? If you say that there is enough leavened bread such that it
gives flavor to the mixture, i.e., at least one part in sixty, then if it is not during its time and mixed with
another type of substance, why is it permitted? Doesn’t it give flavor to the mixture, and, as one who
eats this mixture will distinguish the forbidden flavor, the entire mixture is forbidden?

בְּמִינוֹשֶׁבַּתּוֹרָה,אִיסּוּרִיןכׇּלתַּרְוַייְהוּ:דְּאָמְרִיוּשְׁמוּאֵלדְּרַבלְטַעְמֵיהּ,רַבאָסוּר,בְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אבֵּיןבְּמִינוֹבֵּיןבִּזמְַנּוֹ,חָמֵץבְּמַשֶּׁהוּ.אֶלָּא
טַעַם.בְּנוֹתֵן—בְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אבְּמַשֶּׁהוּ,—

Rather, this case is dealing with any amount, a minimal quantity of leavened bread that has been mixed
with a large quantity of matza. The halakha in this case is that leavened bread during its time of
prohibition is forbidden, whether it is mixed with its own type of substance or with another type of
substance. This statement of Rav conforms to his line of reasoning as follows: As it is Rav and Shmuel
who both say:With regard to any foods forbidden by the Torah that become mixed with permitted
foods, if the permitted food is of its own type, such that it is impossible to distinguish one from another,
then even any amount of the prohibited substance renders the entire mixture prohibited. However, if the
forbidden food was mixed with another type of substance, then the mixture becomes prohibited only
when there is enough of the forbidden item to give flavor to the mixture.

יהְוּדָה.כְּרַבִּיאָסוּר,—בְּמִינוֹבִּזמְַנּוֹוְשֶׁ�אמִינוֹ.אַטּוּבְּמִינוֹשֶׁ�אבִּזמְַנּוֹחָמֵץגָּזרַרַב
Rav decreed chametz in it’s time with other types lest it come to the same type, and not in it’s time in

it’s kind is forbidden like R. Judah…

Crumbs are a problem!

Shulchan Aruch, the Ramah 433 11

צָרִי�כֵןפִּיעַלאַףחָמֵץ,עוֹדשָׁםלְהַכְניִסשֶׁ�אונְזְִהָרוּלְבַעֲרוֹ,הֶחָמֵץלִבְדּקֹוּמְכַוֵּןבְּניִסָןבְּי״גחַדְרוֹהַמְכַבֵּד
ידָבָּתֵּיאוֹוהְַכִּיסִיםפְּסָחִים).רֵישׁהַבְּדִיקָה (מָרְדְּכַיקדֶֹםחֲדָרָיולְכַבֵּדצָרִי�אָדָםוכְָל. {הַגּהָ:י״דבְּלֵיללִבְדּקֹ

בְּדִיקָה (מַהֲרִי״ו)צְרִיכִיןחָמֵץ,לִפְעָמִיםבָּהֶםשֶׁנּוֹתְניִםבְּגדִָיםשֶׁל

If one cleans his home on the 13th and intends to check for chametz and destroy it, and he is careful

not to bring in more chametz, he must still check on the night of the 14th. Rama: Everyone must clean

their rooms prior to the checking (Mordechai) and the pockets that we sometimes put chametz in

them require checking.

Mordechai (killed by the Crusades, 13th cent.)

He derives from this Mishnah in Nidah-

כבודשעתעדאושרץבוהיהולאהזההמבויאתבדקתישיאמרעדלמפרעמטמאבמבוישנמצאהשרץמתני׳

MISHNA 7, 2): The carcass of a creeping animal that was found in an alleyway renders pure items impure

retroactively. All items that passed through that alleyway from the time about which one may state: I

examined this alleyway and there was no carcass of a creeping animal in it, or from the time of the

sweeping of the alleyway, are impure.
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ובכיבודכיבודבלאשפירמבדקדלאדמילתאאורחאהכיאלמאכיבודיהןבשעתמבואותיהןבודקותישראלבנות
בגומאמשתכחדדילמאסגילאלחוד

The daughters of Israel check their yards as they clean, (gemara ibid 56b) so we see this is the way to not

be properly checked if not cleaned and cleaning alone is not enough for perhaps it will be found in a

hole.

Shulchan Aruch OH 442 33

אוהעריבהשבריבולחזקעשויהיהאםלאוואםלבערחייבאחדבמקוםכזיתישאםעריבהשבסדקיבצק
לבערחייבלאוואםבמיעוטובטלנקבבולסתום

A dough that is in the cracks of the kneading board if it has an olive worth in one place he is
obligated to destroy it but if not, if it is meant to strengthen the board or to close holes, it is
nullified by the majority but if not he must destroy it.

Half Measure

Mishnah Berura

הכלביןנשארכשלאאבלמצרפוהכלידאזכזיתהכלביןכשישודוקא –לבערחייבלאואם
הפוסקיםביןמחלוקתישבאמתאכןבסי״אוכדמוכחלחזקעשויאיןואפילולבערוא״צכזית
אבלקצתלאכילהכשראויודוקאביעורצריךמכזיתפחותדאפילופוסקיםהרבהדדעתבזה
לכו״ע:לבערא״צמכזיתופחותקצתמטונףהיהאם

Only if it has an olive worth (must he destroy it) for then the vessel can merge it
together but if there is not an olive altogether you do not have to destroy it… there
is a debate, many say even if it is less than an olive one must destroy it and only if it
is a bit worthy to eat, but if it is dirty a bit and less than an olive one must not
destroy it.

Ibid 444 15

מרשותולהוציאןצריךאיןהקערותוקינוחדקיםפירוריןואותןע"פ)–(בשבתהמפהינער
לואיןואםעכו״םע״יאח״כהביתשיכבדטובומ״ממאליהןומתבעריםברגליםדנדרסין

[אחרונים]:בבגדשינויע״יבעצמויכבדעכו״ם

Ran on the Rif 6b (Rabbeinu Nissim 13th cent. Sp)
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Chofetz Haim Machaneh Yisrael 10, 5 (R. Yisrael Meir Kagan, 20th cent)

● Crumbs need bedikah

Chayay Adam 119 6 (R. Avraham Danzig, Lithuania 18th 19th cent)

ממילאופרוריןפרוריןכגוןכ"שלחמץאלאלחושאיןוסדקיםדבחוריןדאע"גובסדקיםבחוריןלבדוקחכמיםוהצריכו
תמ"דסי'ובפ"חבפי'(ריא"זכ"שאפילולבערצריךלאכלויבאדשמאמחששאמ"מאופןבשוםעוברואינובטל'

חולקד'סעיף )
The sages require us to check in cracks even though in cracks there is only a miniscule amount
like crumbs and crumbs are automatically annulled and you do not violate with them, but lest
you come to eat them you must destroy even a miniscule amount (Riaz)

The Vilna Gaon (18th cent. Vilna) checked his seforim for crumbs.

How could this be different?

Shiltei Giborim Riaz 14a in Rif (R Yeshaya DeTrani 13th cent. Italy) and Kenesset Hagedolah

Someone said that even in the house you don’t have to get rid of crumbs only of a dough but crumbs of

a bread are not considered anything. And I say that even crumbs of bread should be destroyed when you

can see them….

Is it due to there being an obligation to destroy it or is just lest you come to eat it?

Ritva 7b (R. Yom Tov ben Avaham Sp. 13th cent)

אפשרולאפירוריןשםשנופליןהביתלקרקעי״דביוםוחוששיןבעצמןמחמיריןהדורמגדוליוישז״להרי״טוכתב
לאוודאידהאפירוריןלאכולתרנגוליןשםומביאיןבדוקחזקתואמרינןדלאוחוששיןאותווכובדיןשפירלמיבדק
מתכבד:חזקתוכ״עדההיאבטילדלאחשובפתמשוםואיובטיליחשיבילאפירוריןדמשוםהיאמילתא

And some great ones of the generation are strict with themselves and they worry on the 14th that the

floor has crumbs and you can’t check properly and they clean it and they bring chickens to eat the

crumbs. Surely this is nothing, for crumbs are not considered important and they are annulled. And if

you are worried about a real piece which is not null , we can assume it was cleaned.

Raavan Pesachim (R. Avraham ben Nasan, 12th cent. Germany)

והספסליםהקתדראותאתלרחוץהראשוניםנהגוולפיכךאחריו...לחפשצריךבלבוחמץאדםשמבטלאע"פ
בפסח...במאכלויתערבשלאחמץמשהובהםישארשאםהתיבותוגםחמץבהןידבקשמאוהשלחנות

Even though you annul the chametz you have to search after it, and therefore the early ones would wash

the chairs and the benches and the tables lest some chametz clings to them lest a bit of chametz clings

to them so that not a bit of chametz will mix in your food on Pesach.

Chatzi Shiur assur min hatorah; Is a half measure forbidden? Yoma 74a

הַתּוֹרָה:מִןאָסוּראָמַריוֹחָנןָרַבִּיהַתּוֹרָה.מִןמוּתָּראָמַר:לָקִישׁרֵישׁהַתּוֹרָה,מִןאָסוּראָמַר:יוֹחָנןָרַבִּישִׁיעוּר,חֲצִיגּוּפָא.
וְלֵיכָּא.רַחֲמָנאָ,אָמַראֲכִילָההַתּוֹרָה:מִןמוּתָּראָמַרלָקִישׁרֵישׁאָכֵיל.קָאאִיסּוּרָאלְאִיצְטְרוֹפֵי,דַּחֲזיִכֵּיוָן

§ Apropos the dispute between Rabbi Yoḥanan and Reish Lakish, the Gemara deals with the
matter itself:What is the law with regard to a half-measure? Rabbi Yoḥanan said: It is
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prohibited by Torah law. Since it could merge up with anther half he is eating something
forbidden. Reish Lakish said it is permitted from the Torah law: eating us what the Torah
said and it is not considered eating (when less than an olive).

Does the half measure apply to having chametz?

Maharam Chalava 45a (14th cent Spain, Rav Moshe Chalava)

אכילהמהלאכילההשבתהמדמי׳דילמאהואמכזיתדפחותואע״גמדאורייתאדחייבמשמעלבערחייבומדקאמר
נמי.השבתהאףהתורהמןאסורשיעורחציקיימ״ל

Since it says he is obligated to destroy it send that he is inflated frum a Torah perspective even though it

is less than an olive. Maybe destining is compared to eating. Just as with eating we say a half Nature is

forbidden from the Torah so destruction also.

Shaagat Aryeh (18th cent. Rabbi Arye Leib, son of Asher Ginsburgh)

שייכתלאשלגביומשוםמהתורה,מותרשיעורחצי-חמץשבאיסורנוספים,אחרוניםלומדיםוכן,אריהשאגתה
יעבוראמנםהואשיעור,חציעודיקנהכךואחרחמץ,שלשיעורחציבפסחיקנהאדםאםלאצטרופי"."חזיההוכחה

כזיתלויששבסוףבגללאלאהראשון,זיתהחציאתכשקנההתחילהכברשהעבירהבגלללאאבל-חמץאיסורעל
אכילתלפניהסתיימההראשוןהשיעורחציאכילתכימהתחלה,מתחילשהאיסורלומרחייביםבאכילהרקשלם.
חציעודיקנהכךואחראותוישרוףשיעור,חצייקנהאדםאםזאת.לומרצורךאיןבחמץאבלהשני,שיעורהחצי
יראהבלשלשיעורחציאיסורשאיןומכאןפטור,שיהיהודאי-שיעור

If a person buys a half measure of chametz on Pesach and then another, he will violate having chametz,

but not because the ballistic began before but because in the end he had a whole olive. Only with eating

we have to say the violation began before. With possession, if he buys one half and brings it and buts

anise he is exempt. He is only obligated because she has both att the end.

Hacham Tzvi (R Tzvi Ashkenazi, 17th cent)

בבלהתורה,מןאסוראכילה)(שאינםהאיסוריםבכלאםשאפילוחידשהשני)בתירוצוומזה)ד"ה(סוף(פוצביחכם
מעשה,שיעורבחצישעושהשכיווןהואהתורהמןאסורשיעורשחציהטעםשכלהתורה,מןמותרימצאובליראה
חצידיןאין-החמץאתביערשלארקאלאמעשהעושהלאשהאדםימצא,ובליראהבבלאךמחשיבו.שאוכלו,כגון

שיעור

The whole train a half measure is prohibited is that by doing an act of eating the half he mates the half

important but with possession in which nothing is done, there is no law that a half is a violation.

Rambam Chametz umatza 1,7

יאכל׳לאשנא׳התורהמןאסורזההרישהואכלבפסחעצמוהחמץמן״האוכלכתב:ומצהחמץבהלכותהרמב׳׳ם
חמץ

One who eats any amount of chametz is obligated as it says, chametz should not be eaten.

Why does he need a verse? What did we say about half measures?

Ramach (R Moshe Cohen of Lunil 13th cent)
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It tells you you can’t have any benefit. (R. Manoach: Then it should be punishable but it’s not. Minchat

Chinuch 19: we don’t punish for benefit.)

Tzlach, R Yechezkel Landau, The Nodah bYehuda (18th cent)

Time related prohibitions could be unfit to complete (such as at the end of a holiday).

A Modern suggestion

Are prohibitions all in the person or in the object? R Yochanan holds that it is an object of prohibition

and Reish Lakish says you the person didn’t eat a whole thing. Chametz can also be seen as either an

object problem or a personal problem. The verse is needed in case you think it’s a personal problem or

to tell me that here even the slightest amount is prohibited!

Minchat Hinuch 19 (R Yosef Babad 19th cent)

הנ"לסבר'דל"שאעפ"יהואהכתובגזירתרקמעלמ'ילפינןדלאעכצ"למפורשהתורהכתבהדכאןלהר"מאבל
סברהדל"שאע"גלאכילהלגמרישוהמאכילהביעורדילפינןכיוןב"ילעניןגםכןאםחל"אס'דל"שלפמ"שובפרט

מאכילהביעורלגמריוילפינןאכילהכמואסורמקוםמכלהנ"ל

According to the Rambam that the Torah wrote so explicitly so we don’t learn laws about it from

elsewhere but it is a decree of scripture of “you shall not eat” that a half measure is forbidden then even

if the idea of “Is fit to merge” doesn’t apply (such as in possession of chametz) it still gibberis forbidden,

so regarding possession of chametz since we learn destroying from eating it applies even if this the logic

does not.

Rambam on possession

בביתזיתוחציזהבביתזיתבעליה…חציזיתוחציבביתזיתחצי"היההט"ז):ומצהמחמץ(פ"בהרמב"ם
בליבומבטלאלאלבערחייבאינובקרקעותאובקורותאובכתליםדבוקיןזיתיםהחצאיואלוהואילממנו,שלפנים

ודיו"

If a half is here and a half is there, since they are attached to the walls you can just annul them.

Why?

Rosh (Rabbeinu Asher, 13th cent.Ger, Sp)

וגורריןהםקדושים"ישראלמ"מהדיןמעיקרלבערםחייביםשלאדבריםשאףשכתבס"ב)פ"ג(פסחיםהרא"ש
הבית".בכותלינדבקאםואפילושהואכלאפילוהנמצאחמץכלומבערין

Israel are holy and they scrape and destroy all chametz which is found when the smallest
amount

And the answer is… R. Asher Weiss: There is room for this custom to check for crumbs in vessels or

on the table but under the bed and on the floor they are batel but some are strict…

Hasidish - Hasidic. The Karliner: How do you destroy the chametz? Belibo, in his heart, with the heart

that brings to life every Jew! This will destroy all evil.

Rabbi A. Y. Kook - If we look for evil in everyone else we won’t be free. We have to find the wrongs in

our own homes!
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