3D Parsha: A Multidimensional Approach to the Topics You Thought You Knew

Holiness in Time and Space:
Shabbos and the Mishkan
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On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a sabbath of complete rest, holy
to nin'; whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.
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You shall kindle no fire throughout your settlements on the sabbath day.
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You shall keep My sabbaths and venerate My sanctuary: | am Hashem
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You shall keep My sabbaths and venerate My sanctuary, Mine, Hashem’s
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He intentionally mentioned to them the prohibition in reference to the Sabbath before the command
about the building of the Tabernacle in order to intimate that it does not set aside (supersede) the
Sabbath (cf. Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 35:1:1).
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and you may not violate the Sabbath even in order to complete the Tabernacle sooner, although the
work on the Tabernacle is also a sacred task.
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“but as far as the seventh day is concerned, it shall be holy for you;” it is to be understood as
similar to what the sages said (Pessachim 68) concerning the festival days, which they view as 'n'7 1'xn
Dd7 1'xni, “half for G-d and half for you.” On the Sabbath, even the n>7 (“for you”) is for G-d. “...it shall
be holy for you,” the for you is to be made holy.
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“And Moshe gathered together all the congregation of the children of Israel ... six days shall you do your
work and the seventh day shall be for you a holy Shabbat ... take from yourselves an offering for God ....”
(Shemot, 35:1-5)

Why does the Torah mention Shabbat just before the work on the Mishkan (Tabernacle)? With the
building of the Mishkan, all the hearts of Israel were united without anyone feeling superior to his
fellow. At first, everyone possessing a heart of understanding performed his particular work on the
Mishkan, and it was shown unto him that he had done wondrous work. Then afterwards, when they
saw how all the disparate elements fit perfectly together, every curtain and board, and every element
perfectly suited every other one as if it was the work of one man, they thus understood that all that
they had done was only a product of their intellect out of the assistance of God to every one who



contributed to the Mishkan, producing afterwards the perfection of the structure. So how then could
one feel superior over another when all that was done was only with the help of God?

Similarly we find in the Gemara Megillah (9a), “It happened with Ptolemy [king of Egypt, 285-246 BCE],
that he brought together seventy-two sages of Israel, and asked them all separately, ‘translate the
Torah of your teacher Moshe.” They all answered in exactly the same way [without consulting with each
other, ‘E-lohim created in the beginning’],” each one in his heart intended towards the deepest of
wisdom. Then when they saw that they were all of the same opinion then they understood that it came
about through the assistance of God. This is why the Torah mentions Shabbat immediately before the
work of the Mishkan, for the principle of their union was from the mitzvah of Shabbat, for Shabbat is
included in all the mitzvot when one has the intention that they are for the sake of Heaven. This
intention is called Shabbat. So too, with the work on the Mishkan, all their work was intended for the
glory of Heaven in order that the Shechina (Divine presence) would have a dwelling place in Israel. For
this reason they united together, for if so much as a nail were missing the Shechina would not rest in
the Mishkan. Therefore no one could in any way feel superior to another, even the one who made the
ark to the one the tent-spikes of the courtyard, for, as it says in the Gemara (Sotah, 40a), “what does it
matter, both this and this serve to exult the Highest.” This is “and Moshe gathered together all the
congregation of the children of Israel.”



