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Giants Of #12: Rav Sherira Gaon / Rav Hai Gaon
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Samples from the Iggeret of Rav Sherira Gaon
1. Paragraphs 4-7
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We see that certainly, the six orders of Mishnah Rabbeinu haKadosh established them as he learned them, law after
law, and one should neither add nor subtract. And so we say in Yevamot 64b, “When was Mishnah established? In the
days of Rebbe.”
Regarding your question, “Why did they leave the earlier great ones for the later2” They did not leave the earlier great
ones for the later, but all of them learned the matters of the earlier ones and studied their reasons, for when Hillel the
Elder was appointed by the Bnei Beteira as the Nasi over them, he said to them, “What caused this for you, that | should
be the Nasi over you? Your laziness, in that you did not serve the two giants of the generation, Shemayah and Avtalyon.”
(Pesachim 66q)
And such was the case, that the early sages, their names are not known, only the names of the Nasi and the Av Beit
Din alone, because there was no debate between them, but all of the logical arguments of the Torah were known to
them clearly. And they knew the entire Talmud clearly, and the questions and fine points in their Mishnah on every issue,
as taught in Bava Batra 134a...
And as long as the Beit haMikdash stood, each of the sages taught the students the logic of the Torah and Mishnah and
Talmud, in lessons he composed for them in his day, and they taught their students appropriately... And when Shammai
and Hillel came, they, too, only debated three points, as Shabbat 14b says, “Rav Huna said: In three places Shammai
and Hillel argued.” And when the Beit haMikdash was destroyed and they went to Beitar, and Beitar was also destroyed
and the Rabbis scattered in every direction, and because of those disruptions and destructions and confusions of that
time, the students did not serve [their mentors] as needed, and debates grew...

2. Paragraph 10

TRV .OTINR TN TVYANN 11°TIN 12 RN A L,RNH0P 12 901 27 001w MR (RO MD72) 397 MBY DR R°PY 027 0m
LLRPY DY 0w 27BN DY DRAWST R0 MY L,R0PY M HW 2790000 DY RTAW T 1200 2070200 RPY

And Rabbi Akiva gave himself for execution after Rabbi Yosi ben Kisma died, and Rabbi Chanina ben Tradyon was

killed and knowledge shrunk after them. And Rabbi Akiva established many students, and there was destruction upon

the students of Rabbi Akiva, and Israel relied upon Rabbi Akiva’s second students...

3. Paragraphs 14-19
2N M7 ,°P090R RAIP 12 YW ' A"2WwN 2200 M7 7 ,(279) RYUENA JINRPT AN TN 112 WITP 1020 272 A" aw Hw 1n 9
YIPN2 WA "M PR 770 1T 00AWwI" (1R NAW) M INRT D70 DMK N WHARY... P00 CWRn 1 PR 2 TYOR 1 020 1R
..n3 NI PRYANAT XN D)
DR 22790 ,R000 193 WIR 2PV ' 3T 12901 1001 22 HRYAYS ' 130 2297 1NIR DV 012 0702 707,72 N2 T T
7277 770102777 071 ,°R M WITRT I 2w 112 VAR MY 9RO1A 1271 0OR 1 RN 02 33030 M 220 79V X1 R0
DIMANT ININRA 079 PR MPODT N5 12002 W D173 709737 2T MWATAN 222 NMYN 1AW M275T 93 1WI5N1 19RT 221w 9021
2T ,PWODI MY 2 1320 SMIYT N2 032117 12T DT 12T 0P W L0072 79907 AP0 1997 MMNT A 170w mipYonn D

Y
o -
Y hov s


mailto:torczyner@torontotorah.com

WD TV MW ROR ,7T1TAT NOID SWIRY PRNPT RN DY 19°017 K .'[JPﬂb NPIWHRM MYIMYn 93117277 WPTRPTI X217 IN2T RP1T K72
209 ORT irble} 95 '[1”5 TOOWORT TV 172V NAT XD DPNWRD TIT PIRKR NTT R P OKRT TV 22027 P1TRT P
'[1”5 YT NT Y0 ROX ,TNIN ]W/zﬁ TMR 7192 377212 2073 N7 RY 3 191 W72 11°277 2127 710 TV QYT 2NDT DO NWRAT 0 70 0T X
TIPRT ORM TR NPRT SR\ .RNA9D 772 NRT R 297 127 7ONPKRT 2R\ PP ,XNN99 177071732 M KDY 1IA2 M DAR NYT P9
5V AR PYTY PIW MY 2MY0T IMR RIR LTAR WD TAR 753 DMK PIW 97w 3T TIwn 203NN 0127 0 PO R .00
LIRTW AT T ORI TXPW 130 1T 0K PRRNR I0n TARY TAR 93,002 T 1 190 2°onaw 9
AW " SNDIT 7122 10K 1LRIN ORT 0D e 01 1327 anT X2 X1 XA JRRY LR 1199 ' 71 K" 732 WD 907 DWW
LTI RD T
0T, PRPR0 RNDOM RTAD 1PAYYT 23 DY AR ,13297 27102 ORT 0710 ROUW RIORT 027 KIAT 1O
And all through the time of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, his son Rabbeinu haKadosh grew up to Torah study, as in
Bava Metzia 84b: “When Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korchah sat on the benches, Rebbe
and Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Shimon sat before them, and asked and answered... And Rebbe served those sages, as
Rebbe said (Shabbat 147b), “When we learned beside Rabbi Shimon in Tekoa, etc.” And he learned the laws of the
mishnayot from them...
And when he reigned after his father, he was with the sons of those sages, like Rabbi Yishmael son of Rabbi Yosi, Rabbi
Yosi son of Yehudah, Rabbi Yaakov of Kfar Chitaya, and other students like Rabbi Chiya who ascended from Bavel,
Rabbi Chaninah bar Chama, Rabbi Efes, Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Shimon sons of Rabbeinu haKadosh, and Rabbi
Yannai, and they spread much Torah.
And throughout those years, all of the laws which depended on all of the midrashim were explained, out of fear of the
great loss of the destruction of the Beit haMikdash, and because of the doubts they had in those upheavals. And all of
the debates born in those three generations were ruled upon, and the words of individuals and of the majority were
known among them once the sages made great efforts in that regard, and they made great analyses until they produced
what those early sages said and what they did, until they resolved all of their doubits.
And none of the early ones wrote anything, until the end of the time of Rabbeinu haKadosh. And so, too, they did not
teach all of them with one mouth and one expression, but they knew their reasons and all of them had one view and
there was no conflict in their learning, and they knew what was universally held and what was debated, and what was
an individual’s view and what was a collective view. And they did not have anything set, with a known mishnah that
all of them would learn with one mouth and one expression. But those reasons and lessons they knew, even though all
of the sages agreed upon them, each of them taught it to his students in whatever composition he chose and in any way
he chose...
And because of this they explained it in the gemara, “Whose is thate Rabbi Ploni,” and we say, “Who authored that
which the Rabbis taught, etc.” “Who is this like2 That sage.” And we say in various places, “The one who taught this
did not teach this.”
And when Rebbe saw that there was such variety in what the sages taught, even though their arguments all went to the
same point, he was concerned...

Introduction to Rav Hai Gaon
4. Rabbi Avraham ibn Daud (Raavad I, 12th century Spain), Sefer haKabbalah
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And Rav Hai spread Torah in Israel, more than all of the Gaonim. And those who sought Torah, from the rising of the
sun to its setting, walked by his light. And he lived 69 years, and he died on the eve of the last day of Pesach 4798.
There was none like him before him among any of the Gaonim, and he was the end of the Gaonim. And he was from
the house of David, the royal line, and the sons of Zerubavel ben Shealtiel and the nesiim and the Exilarchs who
followed him. And | saw his signature signed on papers he sent, and there was a lion engraved over it, like on the flag
of the camp of Yehudah and on the flags of the kings of Judea.

5. Rabbi Shemuel Mirsky, Rav Hai Gaon, Sefer haShanah 1939 https://hebrewbooks.org/2628
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Basic Biography

6. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13t-14t century France), Introduction to Avot
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And he compiled some books, among them a book of financial law and a book on oaths and a book on commerce,
but he increased responsa greatly, and most of what is found from him in his compositions and in his responsa are
words one may rely upon. And he held fourfold Gaonut — Rav Hai Gaon son of Rav Sherira Gaon son of Rav Chanania
Gaon son of Rav Yehudah Gaon.

7. Rabbi David Avudraham (13th century Spain), Seder haParshiyot v'haHaftarot
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8. Otzar haGaonim, Succah pg. 80
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Masorah Role
9. Rabbi Shemuel Mirsky, Rav Hai Gaon
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