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Wisdom of Solomon: Kohelet Week 6é: Anthropocentricity / Hevel and Amal
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

A Third Approach (continued)
1. We are not the centre

e Ephemeral 1:4

e Succession 2:18-21

e Corruption 3:16, 4:13, 10:16

e Sin 7:20 (and see Melachim | 8:46)
e Satisfaction 2:4-10

e Emotional states 9:6, 9:9

2. The contradictions, internal and external

e Incomprehensible 7:23
o Theodicy 7:15
e Distance 5:1
“Hevel”
3. Tanach
e Setl
o Yeshayahu 30:7, 49:4, 57:13
o Yonah 2:9
o Zecharyah 10:2
o Tehillim 31:7, 39:6, 39:7, 39:12, 62:10, 62:11, 78:33, 94:11, 144:4
o lyov7:16,9:29,21:34, 27:12, 35:16
o Eichah 4:17

o Devarim 32:21
o Melachim 1 16:13, 16:26, 17:15
o Yirmiyahu 2:5, 8:19, 10:3, 10:8, 10:15, 14:22, 16:19, 23:16, 51:18

o Mishlei 13:11, 21:6, 31:30

4. Rabbi David Altschuler, Metzudat Tzion to Kohelet 1:2
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Hevelis something without substance; it is borrowed from the expression “ Aeve/ of the mouth” mentioned by our Sages.

5. Prof. Mordechai Zer-Kavod, Daat Mikra to Kohelet 1:2
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lts central meaning is “Aevel of the mouth,” and with a borrowed meaning of passing, evanescent, false and empty,
without benefit, etc., something without substance.

6. Radak to Bereishit 4:2
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And it did not mention why she called him Hevel, as the reasons for the names of other progeny are not mentioned from
Shet until Noach. And perhaps she called him Hevel as in Tehillim 62, “But people are Aevel/, sons of man are false”,
for they do not remain in one form, and if they have good then it ends quickly, as she and her husband saw the good
of the garden and were expelled from there to struggle and exhaustion. To remember this, she called him Hevel, she

and her husband.
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7. Ramban to Bereishit 4:1
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And she called one for “acquisition” and the second “ Aevel’, for a person’s acquisitions are like Aevel And she didn't
want to say this explicitly, and so the reason for the second name was not recorded.

8. Kohelet
e  Overdll

e Unclear?

e Nothing, no substance, not enduring

e Upsetting?

e Bad

9. lbn Ezra to Kohelet 1:2
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And the double, haveil havalim is to teach this about all times... And lest someone say to himself that there are things
in this world that are Aeve/ and there are things that endure, he concluded, “all is Aevel”

1:2,12:8

4:7,5:9,6:11,7:6,11:8

2:1, 3:19, 5:6, 6:4, 6:12, 7:15, 9:9, 11:10
1:14, 2:11, 2:17, 2:26, 4:4, 4:16, 6:9, 8:10
2:15, 2:19, 2:21, 2:23, 4:8, 6:2, 8:14

10. Rabbi David Altschuler, Metzudat Dovid to Kohelet 1:2
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In this book Kohelet told people and warned them to treat havalim as heve/ and to reject them.
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11.Two uses

e Bereishit 41:51, Devarim 26:7
e Bamidbar 23:21

12.Tanach

e Group 1

O
O

O
O

Shoftim 5:26, 10:16
Yeshayahu 53:11
Yirmiyahu 20:18
Yonah 4:10

Mishlei 16:26, 31:7

e Group?2

O
O
O

Chavakuk 1:3, 1:13
Yeshayahu 10:1, 59:4
Mishlei 24:2

13. Tehillim and lyov



