Social Media, Social Justice and the Establishment
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Timely Torah, Sunday June 11" 2023

Korach’s Crystal Ball

1. Divrei Hayamim 6:18-23
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Those were the appointed men; and their sons were: the Kohathites: Heman the singer, son of Joel son of
Samuel
st 2 'oxox 2 ane f RPN 2
son of Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Eliel son of Toah
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son of Zuph son of Elkanah son of Mahath son of Amasai
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son of Elkanah son of Joel son of Azariah son of Zephaniah
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son of Tahath son of Assir son of Ebiasaph son of Korah
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son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi son of Israel;

2. Tehillim 99:6
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Moses and Aaron among His priests, Samuel, among those who call on His name
when they called to the LORD, He answered them.

3. Rashi, Bamidbar 16:7
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But Korah who certainly was a clever (lit., open-eyed) man, what reason had he to commit this folly? His
mind’s eye misled him. He saw by prophetic vision a line of great men (more lit., a great chain) descending
from him, amongst them the prophet Samuel who was equal in importance to Moses and Aaron together (cf.
Psalms 99:6: 1w *X1p2a R 1°1792 170R) 7wn), and he said to himself, “On his account I shall escape the
punishment”. And he further saw twenty-four Mishmars (shifts of Levites who formed the Temple Choir)
arising among his grand-children, all of them prophesying by the Holy Spirit, — as it is said, (I Chronicles
25:5) “All these (prominent musicians) were sons of Heiman” (Heiman was a descendant of Korah; cf. I
Chronicles 6:18—23). — He said, “Is it possible that all this dignity is to arise from me and I shall remain
silent (be myself of no importance)?”” On this account he joined the others in order to attain to that
prerogative, because he had indeed heard from the mouth of Moses that all else of them would perish and one
would escape: "He whom the Lord will choose will be holy". He mistakenly applied this to himself. But he
had not seen correctly, for his sons repented of their rebellious attitude and therefore did not die at that time
(cf. Numbers 26:11), and it was from them that Samuel and the Levitical singers were descended. Moses,
however, foresaw this. (Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 5

Performing Wonders
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4. Bamidbar 16:28-31
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28 And Moses said: '"Hereby ye shall know that the LORD
hath sent me to do all these works, and that I have not
done them of mine own mind.
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29 If these men die the common death of all men, and be
visited after the visitation of all men, then the LORD hath
not sent Me.
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30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the ground open
her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain
unto them, and they go down alive into the pit, then ye
shall understand that these men have despised the LORD.’
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31 And it came to pass, as he made an end of speaking all
these words, that the ground did cleave asunder that was
under them.

5. | Shmuel 12:16-20
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16 Now therefore stand still and see this great thing, which
the LORD will do before your eyes.
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17 Is it not wheat harvest to—day? I will call unto the
LORD, that He may send thunder and rain; and ye shall
know and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have
done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.’ {S}
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18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent
thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared
the LORD and Samuel.
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19 And all the people said unto Samuel: 'Pray for thy
servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not; for we
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.’
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20 And Samuel said unto the people: 'Fear not; ye have
indeed done all this evil; yet turn not aside from following
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart;

Shmuel’s Fight for Justice

6. | Shmuel 2: 22-26
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22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons did
unto all Israel, and how that they lay with the women that
did service at the door of the tent of meeting.
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23 And he said unto them: '"Why do ye such things? for [ hear
evil reports concerning you from all this people.
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24 Nay, my sons; for it is no good report which I hear the
LORD'S people do spread abroad.
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25 If one man sin against another, God shall judge him; but if
a man sin against the LORD, who shall entreat for him?” But
they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the
LORD would slay them.
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26 And the child Samuel grew on, and increased in favour
both with the LORD, and also with men. {P}

7. | Shmuel 2:27-36
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27 And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him:
'Thus saith the LORD: Did I reveal Myself unto the house of
thy father, when they were in Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s
house?
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28 And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be
My priest, to go up unto Mine altar, to burn incense, to wear
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an ephod before Me? and did I give unto the house of thy
father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire?
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29 Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering,
which I have commanded in My habitation; and honourest
thy sons above Me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest
of all the offerings of Israel My people?
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30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, saith: I said indeed
that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk
before Me for ever; but now the LORD saith: Be it far from
Me: for them that honour Me I will honour, and they that
despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.
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31 Behold, the days come, that [ will cut off thine arm, and
the arm of thy father’s house, that there shall not be an old
man in thy house.
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32 And thou shalt behold a rival in My habitation, in all the
good which shall be done to Israel; and there shall not be an
old man in thy house for ever.
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33 Yet will I not cut off every man of thine from Mine altar,
to make thine eyes to fail, and thy heart to languish; and all
the increase of thy house shall die young men.
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34 And this shall be the sign unto thee, that which shall come
upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they
shall die both of them.
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35 And I will raise Me up a faithful priest, that shall do
according to that which is in My heart and in My mind; and I
will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before Mine
anointed for ever.
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36 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thy

house shall come and bow down to him for a piece of silver
and a loaf of bread, and shall say: Put me, I pray thee, into

one of the priests’ offices, that I may eat a morsel of
bread.’ {P}

8. | Shmuel 3:11-14

PR ODIN T ONIY-ON I TN N
-::’52 n——ipme- ‘7: N bmwﬁ: n37
SN Y

11 And the LORD said to Samuel: 'Behold, I will do a thing in
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it
shall tingle.
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12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that [ have spoken
concerning his house, from the beginning even unto the end.
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13 For [ have told him that I will judge his house for ever, for
the iniquity, in that he knew that his sons did bring a curse
upon themselves, and he rebuked them not.
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14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated with sacrifice nor
offering for ever.’

Shmuel’s Deposing of Kings

9. | Shmuel 13:8-14
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8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that
Samuel had appointed; but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the
people were scattered from him.
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9 And Saul said: 'Bring hither to me the burnt—offering and
the peace—offerings.’ And he offered the burnt—offering.
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10 And it came to pass that, as soon as he had made an end
of offering the burnt—offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul
went out to meet him, that he might salute him.

DING N Y M ONISY BN N
nN3- e mNY ’bzar: BYT P'DI—03 YNNI
1200 DODDNS nmwbm 208 'r:m:b

11 And Samuel said: 'What hast thou done?’ And Saul said:
'Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the
Philistines assembled themselves together against Michmas;
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12 therefore said I: Now will the Philistines come down upon
me to Gilgal, and [ have not entreated the favour of the
LORD; I forced myself therefore, and offered the burnt—
offering.’ {S}
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13 And Samuel said to Saul: 'Thou hast done foolishly; thou
hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which
He commanded thee; for now would the LORD have
established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.
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14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the LORD hath
sought him a man after His own heart, and the LORD hath
appointed him to be prince over His people, because thou
hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.’ {S}
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When the Shoe is on the Other Foot

10. Bamidbar 16:12-15
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12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of
Eliab; and they said: "We will not come up;
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13 is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a
land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the
wilderness, but thou must needs make thyself also a prince
over us?
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14 Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land flowing
with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and
vineyards; wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will
not come up.’
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15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD:
'Respect not Thou their offering; I have not taken one ass
from them, neither have I hurt one of them.’

11. I Shmuel 12:1-5
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1 And Samuel said unto all Israel: '‘Behold, I have hearkened
unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have made a
king over you.
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2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you; and I am
old and grayheaded; and, behold, my sons are with you; and I
have walked before you from my youth unto this day.
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3 Here | am; witness against me before the LORD, and before
His anointed: whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I
taken? or whom have I defrauded? or whom have I
oppressed? or of whose hand have I taken a ransom to blind
mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you.’

—N51 ;nieT N9 By N5 N T
STDING BN MR

4 And they said: 'Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed
us, neither hast thou taken aught of any man’s hand.’
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5 And he said unto them: 'The LORD is witness against you,
and His anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found
aught in my hand.” And they said: 'He is witness.’ {P}

12. TB Nedarim 38a
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Rava said: That which is stated with regard to Samuel is greater than that which is stated with regard
to Moses, as with regard to Moses our teacher it is written: “I have not taken one donkey from them”
(Numbers 16:15), meaning that he did not take an item from another against his will even with payment.
Whereas with regard to Samuel, even with the consent of the owner, he would not rent an item from him,
as it is written: “And they said: You have not defrauded us, nor oppressed us [ratzotanu], neither have
you taken anything from any man’s hand” (I Samuel 12:4), even with his consent [ratzon].

The Claim of the Masses

13. Bamidbar 16:1-3
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14. | Shmuel 8:1-6

2RO 12PN o ;oYY 121 N2 1 N || 1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that
5895 | | he made his sons judges over Israel.

——m2N I o ,ONi* 922 122-0%¥ *M" 2 || 2 Now the name of his first—born was Joel; and the
Doy aNaa ooy || name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in
' ' Beer—sheba.

—IMRYY SPEDM I BN 10773 1732 1257-NS 3 || 3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned
(D) .2pws wn——=my || aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
' justice. {P}

,‘7&51&2:}’—5?5 NI ,5.\:‘1?&” il 53 A83pn% 7 || 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves
.n;aem || together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah.

1257 N9 79320, 0301 MO 3T 109N 19BN 1 || 5 And they said unto him: 'Behold, thou art old, and
_5;;__33@;2}5 -[573 q;b_,-mq'w Enin B =Rl thy sons walk not in thy ways; now make us a king
' - ,nqﬁ;;,-; to judge us like all the nations.’

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 8




1uH—1IN 1N NS DN 3P 1377 YA )

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said:
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'Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed unto
the LORD. {P}

Full Circle

15. Cognitive Surplus, Clay Shirky page 27

This book is about the novel resource that has appeared as the
world’s cumulative free time is addressed in aggregate. The two
most important transitions allowing us access to this resource have
already happened—the buildup of well over a trillion hours of free
time each year on the part of the world’s educated population, and
the invention and spread of public media that enable ordinary citi-
zens, previously locked out, to pool that free time in pursuit of
activities they like or care about. Those two facts are common to
every story in this book, from inspirational work like Ushahidi to
mere self-amusement like lolcats. Understanding those two changes,
as different as they are from the media landscape of the twentieth

century, is just the beginning of understanding what is happening
today, and what is possible tomorrow.

16. Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch 13:26

131 IR2% 199" On their way back they had decided that they would not
go directly to Moshe and Aharon with their report, but would report
immediately their findings to the entire nation. This showed their evil
intentions. Had their intentions been good, they would have reported
first to Moshe and Aharon and sought their advice and instructions. But
that was just what they did not want. They thought that the only means
for their own and the people’s salvation lay in opposition to Moshe and
Aharon. Their report therefore took the form of an accusation against

Moshe and Aharon in the presence of the entire nation; they appealed to

the people to save themselves from Moshe and Aharon, who would bring
ruin upon them.
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