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Social Media, Social Justice and the Establishment 

 
 
Timely Torah, Sunday June 11th 2023 

Korach’s Crystal Ball 
1. Divrei Hayamim 6:18-23 

  ׃לֵֽאּומְׁש־ןֶּב לֵ֖אֹוי־ןֶּב רֵ֔רֹוׁשְמַה֙ ןָמיֵה יִ֔תָהְּקַה֙ יֵנְּבִמ םֶ֑היֵנְבּו םיִ֖דְמֹעָה הֶּלֵ֥אְו
Those were the appointed men; and their sons were: the Kohathites: Heman the singer, son of Joel son of 
Samuel  

  ׃ַחֹוּֽת־ןֶּב לֵ֖איִלֱא־ןֶּב םָ֔חֹרְי־ןֶּב֙ הָנָקְלֶא־ןֶּב
son of Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Eliel son of Toah  

  ׃יָֽׂשָמֲע־ןֶּב תַחַ֖מ־ןֶּב הָ֔נָקְלֶא־ןֶּב )ףיצ( ]ף֙וּצ[־ןֶּב
son of Zuph son of Elkanah son of Mahath son of Amasai  

  ׃הָֽיְנַפְצ־ןֶּב הָ֖יְרַזֲע־ןֶּב לֵ֔אֹוי־ןֶּב֙ הָנָקְלֶא־ןֶּב
son of Elkanah son of Joel son of Azariah son of Zephaniah  

  ׃חַרֹֽק־ןֶּב ףָ֖סָיְבֶא־ןֶּב ריִּ֔סַא־ןֶּב֙ תַחַּ֙ת־ןֶּב
son of Tahath son of Assir son of Ebiasaph son of Korah  

          }ס{ ׃לֵֽאָרְׂשִי־ןֶּב יִ֖וֵל־ןֶּב תהְָ֔ק־ןֶּב רָ֣הְצִי־ןֶּב
son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi son of Israel; 

 
2. Tehillim 99:6 

  ׃םנֵֽעֲיַ אוּה֣וְ ׳ה־לאֶ םיארִ֥קֹ וֹמ֑שְׁ יאֵ֣רְקֹבְּ לאֵוּמשְׁוּ֭ וינָ֗הֲכֹבְּֽ ׀ ןרֹ֨הֲאַֽוְ השֶׁ֤מֹ֘
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Moses and Aaron among His priests, Samuel, among those who call on His name  
when they called to the LORD, He answered them. 
 

3. Rashi, Bamidbar 16:7 
 רמַאָ — ןרֹהֲאַוְ השֶׁמֹ דגֶנֶכְּ לוּקשָּׁשֶׁ לאֵוּמשְׁ — וּנּמֶּמִ האָצְוֹי הלָוֹדגְּ תלֶשֶׁלְשַׁ האָרָ ,וּתּעַטְהִ וֹניעֵ ?הזֶ תוּטשְׁלִ האָרָ המָ היָהָ חַקֵּפִּשֶׁ חרַקֹוְ
 רמַאָ ,)ה"כ א םיכלמ( "ןמָיהֵלְ םינִבָ הלֶּאֵ לכָּ" רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,שׁדֶקֹּהַ חַוּרבְּ םיאִבְּנַתְמִ םלָּכֻּ ,וינָבָ ינֵבְלִ תוֹדמְוֹע תוֹרמָשְׁמִ ד"כוְ ,טלָמְנִ ינִאֲ וֹליבִשְׁבִּ
 ,טלָמְנִ דחָאֶוְ םידִבְוֹא םלָּכֻּשֶׁ השֶׁמֹ יפִּמִ עמַשָּׁשֶׁ ,הקָזָחֲ הּתָוֹאלְ אֹבלָ ףתֵּתַּשְׁנִ �כָלְ ?םוֹדּאֶ ינִאֲוַ ינִּמֶּמִ דמֹעֲלַ הדָיתִעֲ תאֹזּהַ הלָּדֻגְּהַ לכָּ רשָׁפְאֶ
 :אמָוּחנְתַּ — .האֶוֹר היָהָ השֶׁמֹוּ ,הבָוּשׁתְ וּשׂעָ וינָבָּשֶׁ יפִלְ ,הפֶיָ האָרָ אֹלוְ ,וֹמצְעַבְ הלָתָוְ העָטָ — "שׁוֹדקָּהַ אוּה 'ה רחַבְיִ רשֶׁאֲ"

But Korah who certainly was a clever (lit., open-eyed) man, what reason had he to commit this folly? His 
mind’s eye misled him. He saw by prophetic vision a line of great men (more lit., a great chain) descending 
from him, amongst them the prophet Samuel who was equal in importance to Moses and Aaron together (cf. 
Psalms 99:6: ומש יארקב לאומשו וינהכב ןרהאו השמ ), and he said to himself, “On his account I shall escape the 
punishment”. And he further saw twenty-four Mishmars (shifts of Levites who formed the Temple Choir) 
arising among his grand-children, all of them prophesying by the Holy Spirit, — as it is said, (I Chronicles 
25:5) “All these (prominent musicians) were sons of Heiman” (Heiman was a descendant of Korah; cf. I 
Chronicles 6:18—23). — He said, “Is it possible that all this dignity is to arise from me and I shall remain 
silent (be myself of no importance)?” On this account he joined the others in order to attain to that 
prerogative, because he had indeed heard from the mouth of Moses that all else of them would perish and one 
would escape: "He whom the Lord will choose will be holy". He mistakenly applied this to himself. But he 
had not seen correctly, for his sons repented of their rebellious attitude and therefore did not die at that time 
(cf. Numbers 26:11), and it was from them that Samuel and the Levitical singers were descended. Moses, 
however, foresaw this. (Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 5 

 

Performing Wonders 
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4. Bamidbar 16:28-31 

 ינִחַלָשְׁ הוָהיְ-יכִּ ,ןוּעדְתֵּ תאזֹבְּ ,השֶׁמֹ ,רמֶאיֹּוַ  חכ
 .יבִּלִּמִ ,אֹל-יכִּ  :הלֶּאֵהָ םישִׂעֲמַּהַ-לכָּ תאֵ תוֹשׂעֲלַ

28 And Moses said: 'Hereby ye shall know that the LORD 
hath sent me to do all these works, and that I have not 
done them of mine own mind. 

 תדַּקֻפְוּ ,הלֶּאֵ ןוּתמֻיְ ,םדָאָהָ-לכָּ תוֹמכְּ-םאִ  טכ
 .ינִחָלָשְׁ ,הוָהיְ אֹל--םהֶילֵעֲ דקֵפָּיִ ,םדָאָהָ-לכָּ

29 If these men die the common death of all men, and be 
visited after the visitation of all men, then the LORD hath 
not sent Me. 

 המָדָאֲהָ התָצְפָוּ ,הוָהיְ ארָבְיִ האָירִבְּ-םאִוְ  ל
 ,םהֶלָ רשֶׁאֲ-לכָּ-תאֶוְ םתָאֹ העָלְבָוּ הָיפִּ-תאֶ
 םישִׁנָאֲהָ וּצאֲנִ יכִּ ,םתֶּעְדַיוִ--הלָאֹשְׁ ,םייִּחַ וּדרְיָוְ
 .הוָהיְ-תאֶ הלֶּאֵהָ

30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the ground open 
her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain 
unto them, and they go down alive into the pit, then ye 
shall understand that these men have despised the LORD.' 

 םירִבָדְּהַ-לכָּ תאֵ ,רבֵּדַלְ ,וֹתֹלּכַכְּ ,יהִיְוַ  אל
 .םהֶיתֵּחְתַּ רשֶׁאֲ ,המָדָאֲהָ עקַבָּתִּוַ ;הלֶּאֵהָ

31 And it came to pass, as he made an end of speaking all 
these words, that the ground did cleave asunder that was 
under them. 

 
 

5. I Shmuel 12:16-20 

 לוֹדגָּהַ רבָדָּהַ-תאֶ ,וּארְוּ וּבצְּיַתְהִ התָּעַ-םגַּ  זט
ּזהַ  .םכֶינֵיעֵלְ השֶׂעֹ ,הוָהיְ רשֶׁאֲ ,הֶ

16 Now therefore stand still and see this great thing, which 
the LORD will do before your eyes. 

 ,הוָהיְ-לאֶ ארָקְאֶ--םוֹיּהַ ,םיטִּחִ-ריצִקְ אוֹלהֲ  זי
 הבָּרַ םכֶתְעַרָ-יכִּ ,וּארְוּ וּעדְוּ ;רטָמָוּ תוֹלקֹ ןתֵּיִוְ
 ,םכֶלָ לוֹאשְׁלִ ,הוָהיְ ינֵיעֵבְּ םתֶישִׂעֲ רשֶׁאֲ
 }ס{  .ךְלֶמֶ

17 Is it not wheat harvest to-day? I will call unto the 
LORD, that He may send thunder and rain; and ye shall 
know and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have 
done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.' {S} 
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 תֹלקֹ הוָהיְ ןתֵּיִּוַ ,הוָהיְ-לאֶ לאֵוּמשְׁ ארָקְיִּוַ  חי
-תאֶ דאֹמְ םעָהָ-לכָ ארָייִּוַ ;אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ רטָמָוּ
 .לאֵוּמשְׁ-תאֶוְ ,הוָהיְ

18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent 
thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared 
the LORD and Samuel. 

-דעַבְּ ללֵּפַּתְהִ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ-לאֶ םעָהָ-לכָ וּרמְאיֹּוַ  טי
-יכִּ  :תוּמנָ-לאַוְ--ךָיהֶֹלאֱ הוָהיְ-לאֶ ךָידֶבָעֲ
 .ךְלֶמֶ וּנלָ לאֹשְׁלִ ,העָרָ וּניתֵאטֹּחַ-לכָּ-לעַ וּנפְסַיָ

19 And all the people said unto Samuel: 'Pray for thy 
servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not; for we 
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.' 

 םתֶּאַ--וּארָיתִּ-לאַ ,םעָהָ-לאֶ לאֵוּמשְׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ  כ
ּזהַ העָרָהָ-לכָּ תאֵ ,םתֶישִׂעֲ  וּרוּסתָּ-לאַ ,ךְאַ ;תאֹ
 .םכֶבְבַלְ-לכָבְּ ,הוָהיְ-תאֶ םתֶּדְבַעֲוַ ,הוָהיְ ירֵחֲאַמֵ

20 And Samuel said unto the people: 'Fear not; ye have 
indeed done all this evil; yet turn not aside from following 
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; 

 

Shmuel’s Fight for Justice 
6. I Shmuel 2: 22-26 

 ןוּשׂעֲיַ רשֶׁאֲ-לכָּ תאֵ ,עמַשָׁוְ ;דאֹמְ ןקֵזָ ,ילִעֵוְ  בכ
-תאֶ ןוּבכְּשְׁיִ-רשֶׁאֲ תאֵוְ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לכָלְ וינָבָּ
 .דעֵוֹמ להֶאֹ חתַפֶּ תוֹאבְצֹּהַ ,םישִׁנָּהַ

22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons did 
unto all Israel, and how that they lay with the women that 
did service at the door of the tent of meeting. 

 ,הלֶּאֵהָ םירִבָדְּכַּ ןוּשׂעֲתַ המָּלָ ,םהֶלָ רמֶאיֹּוַ  גכ
 תאֵמֵ ,םיעִרָ םכֶירֵבְדִּ-תאֶ עַמֵֹשׁ יכִנֹאָ רשֶׁאֲ
 .הלֶּאֵ םעָהָ-לכָּ

23 And he said unto them: 'Why do ye such things? for I hear 
evil reports concerning you from all this people. 

 רשֶׁאֲ העָמֻשְּׁהַ הבָוֹט-אוֹל יכִּ  :ינָבָּ ,לאַ  דכ
 .הוָהיְ-םעַ םירִבִעֲמַ ,עַמֵֹשׁ יכִנֹאָ

24 Nay, my sons; for it is no good report which I hear the 
LORD'S people do spread abroad. 

 םאִוְ ,םיהִֹלאֱ וֹללְפִוּ ,שׁיאִלְ שׁיאִ אטָחֱיֶ-םאִ  הכ
 וּעמְשְׁיִ אֹלוְ ;וֹל-ללֶּפַּתְיִ ימִ ,שׁיאִ-אטָחֱיֶ הוָהילַ
 .םתָימִהֲלַ הוָהיְ ץפֵחָ-יכִּ ,םהֶיבִאֲ לוֹקלְ

25 If one man sin against another, God shall judge him; but if 
a man sin against the LORD, who shall entreat for him?' But 
they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the 
LORD would slay them. 

-םעִ ,םגַּ  :בוֹטוָ לדֵגָוְ ךְלֵהֹ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ רעַנַּהַוְ  וכ
 }פ{  .םישִׁנָאֲ-םעִ ,םגַוְ ,הוָהיְ

26 And the child Samuel grew on, and increased in favour 
both with the LORD, and also with men. {P} 

 
7. I Shmuel 2:27-36 

 ,וילָאֵ רמֶאיֹּוַ ;ילִעֵ-לאֶ ,םיהִֹלאֱ-שׁיאִ אבֹיָּוַ  זכ
 ,ךָיבִאָ תיבֵּ-לאֶ יתִילֵגְנִ הֹלגְנִהֲ ,הוָהיְ רמַאָ הכֹּ
 .העֹרְפַּ תיבֵלְ םיִרַצְמִבְּ םתָוֹיהְבִּ

27 And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him: 
'Thus saith the LORD: Did I reveal Myself unto the house of 
thy father, when they were in Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh's 
house? 

 ,ןהֵכֹלְ ,ילִ לאֵרָשְׂיִ יטֵבְשִׁ-לכָּמִ וֹתאֹ רחֹבָוּ  חכ
 תאשֵׂלָ תרֶטֹקְ ריטִקְהַלְ יחִבְּזְמִ-לעַ תוֹלעֲלַ

28 And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be 
My priest, to go up unto Mine altar, to burn incense, to wear 
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 ישֵּׁאִ-לכָּ-תאֶ ,ךָיבִאָ תיבֵלְ הנָתְּאֶוָ ;ינָפָלְ ,דוֹפאֵ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ

an ephod before Me? and did I give unto the house of thy 
father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire? 

 רשֶׁאֲ ,יתִחָנְמִבְוּ יחִבְזִבְּ ,וּטעֲבְתִ המָּלָ  טכ
 ,ינִּמֶּמִ ,ךָינֶבָּ-תאֶ דבֵּכַתְּוַ ;ןוֹעמָ ,יתִיוִּצִ
 .ימִּעַלְ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ תחַנְמִ-לכָּ תישִׁארֵמֵ םכֶאֲירִבְהַלְ

29 Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering, 
which I have commanded in My habitation; and honourest 
thy sons above Me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest 
of all the offerings of Israel My people? 

 רוֹמאָ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ יהֵֹלאֱ הוָהיְ-םאֻנְ ,ןכֵלָ  ל
-דעַ ינַפָלְ וּכלְּהַתְיִ ךָיבִאָ תיבֵוּ ךָתְיבֵּ ,יתִּרְמַאָ
 ידַבְּכַמְ-יכִּ ,ילִּ הלָילִחָ הוָהיְ-םאֻנְ התָּעַוְ ;םלָוֹע
 .וּלּקָיֵ יזַבֹוּ דבֵּכַאֲ

30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, saith: I said indeed 
that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk 
before Me for ever; but now the LORD saith: Be it far from 
Me: for them that honour Me I will honour, and they that 
despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 

 ,ךָעֲרֹזְ-תאֶ יתִּעְדַגָוְ ,םיאִבָּ םימִיָ ,הנֵּהִ  אל
 .ךָתֶיבֵבְּ ,ןקֵזָ תוֹיהְמִ--ךָיבִאָ תיבֵּ עַרֹזְ-תאֶוְ

31 Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and 
the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not be an old 
man in thy house. 

-תאֶ ביטִייֵ-רשֶׁאֲ לכֹבְּ ,ןוֹעמָ רצַ תָּטְבַּהִוְ  בל
 .םימִיָּהַ-לכָּ ,ךָתְיבֵבְּ ןקֵזָ היֶהְיִ-אֹלוְ ;לאֵרָשְׂיִ

32 And thou shalt behold a rival in My habitation, in all the 
good which shall be done to Israel; and there shall not be an 
old man in thy house for ever. 

 תוֹלּכַלְ ,יחִבְּזְמִ םעִמֵ ךָלְ תירִכְאַ-אֹל ,שׁיאִוְ  גל
 תיבִּרְמַ-לכָוְ ;ךָשֶׁפְנַ-תאֶ בידִאֲלַוְ ,ךָינֶיעֵ-תאֶ
 .םישִׁנָאֲ וּתוּמיָ ,ךָתְיבֵּ

33 Yet will I not cut off every man of thine from Mine altar, 
to make thine eyes to fail, and thy heart to languish; and all 
the increase of thy house shall die young men. 

--ךָינֶבָ ינֵשְׁ-לאֶ אבֹיָ רשֶׁאֲ ,תוֹאהָ ךָלְּ-הזֶוְ  דל
 .םהֶינֵשְׁ וּתוּמיָ ,דחָאֶ םוֹיבְּ  :סחָנְיפִוּ ,ינִפְחָ-לאֶ

34 And this shall be the sign unto thee, that which shall come 
upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they 
shall die both of them. 

 יבִבָלְבִּ רשֶׁאֲכַּ ,ןמָאֱנֶ ןהֵכֹּ ילִ יתִמֹיקִהֲוַ  הל
 ךְלֵּהַתְהִוְ ,ןמָאֱנֶ תיִבַּ וֹל יתִינִבָוּ ;השֶׂעֲיַ ישִׁפְנַבְוּ
 .םימִיָּהַ-לכָּ יחִישִׁמְ-ינֵפְלִ

35 And I will raise Me up a faithful priest, that shall do 
according to that which is in My heart and in My mind; and I 
will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before Mine 
anointed for ever. 

 תֹוחֲתַּשְׁהִלְ אוֹביָ ,ךָתְיבֵבְּ רתָוֹנּהַ-לכָּ ,היָהָוְ  ול
 אנָ ינִחֵפָסְ ,רמַאָוְ ;םחֶלָ-רכַּכִוְ ףסֶכֶּ תרַוֹגאֲלַ ,וֹל
 }פ{  .םחֶלָ-תפַּ לכֹאֱלֶ--תוֹנּהֻכְּהַ תחַאַ-לאֶ

36 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thy 
house shall come and bow down to him for a piece of silver 
and a loaf of bread, and shall say: Put me, I pray thee, into 
one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a morsel of 
bread.' {P} 

 
8. I Shmuel 3:11-14 

 השֶׂעֹ יכִנֹאָ הנֵּהִ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ-לאֶ הוָהיְ רמֶאיֹּוַ  אי
 ,הנָילֶּצִתְּ--וֹעמְֹשׁ-לכָּ ,רשֶׁאֲ  :לאֵרָשְׂיִבְּ רבָדָ
 .וינָזְאָ יתֵּשְׁ

11 And the LORD said to Samuel: 'Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it 
shall tingle. 
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 רשֶׁאֲ-לכָּ תאֵ ,ילִעֵ-לאֶ םיקִאָ אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ  בי
 .הלֵּכַוְ ,לחֵהָ--וֹתיבֵּ-לאֶ יתִּרְבַּדִּ

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from the beginning even unto the end. 

-דעַ וֹתיבֵּ-תאֶ ינִאֲ טפֵֹשׁ-יכִּ ,וֹל יתִּדְגַּהִוְ  גי
 םהֶלָ םילִלְקַמְ-יכִּ ,עדַיָ-רשֶׁאֲ ןוֹעֲבַּ--םלָוֹע
 .םבָּ ,ההָכִ אֹלוְ ,וינָבָּ

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever, for 
the iniquity, in that he knew that his sons did bring a curse 
upon themselves, and he rebuked them not. 

 ןוֹעֲ רפֵּכַּתְיִ-םאִ  :ילִעֵ תיבֵלְ ,יתִּעְבַּשְׁנִ ןכֵלָוְ  די
 .םלָוֹע-דעַ--החָנְמִבְוּ חבַזֶבְּ ,ילִעֵ-תיבֵּ

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever.' 

Shmuel’s Deposing of Kings 
9. I Shmuel 13:8-14 

 רשֶׁאֲ דעֵוֹמּלַ ,םימִיָ תעַבְשִׁ )לחֶוֹיּוַ( לחייו  ח
 ,םעָהָ ץפֶיָּוַ ;לגָּלְגִּהַ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ אבָ-אֹלוְ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ
 .וילָעָמֵ

8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that 
Samuel had appointed; but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the 
people were scattered from him. 

 ;םימִלָשְּׁהַוְ הלָעֹהָ ,ילַאֵ וּשׁגִּהַ--לוּאשָׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ  ט
 .הלָעֹהָ ,לעַיַּוַ

9 And Saul said: 'Bring hither to me the burnt-offering and 
the peace-offerings.' And he offered the burnt-offering. 

 ,לאֵוּמשְׁ הנֵּהִוְ ,הלָעֹהָ תוֹלעֲהַלְ וֹתֹלּכַכְּ ,יהִיְוַ  י
 .וֹכרְבָלְ ,וֹתארָקְלִ לוּאשָׁ אצֵיֵּוַ ;אבָּ

10 And it came to pass that, as soon as he had made an end 
of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
went out to meet him, that he might salute him. 

 לוּאשָׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ ;תָישִׂעָ המֶ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ  אי
 תָאבָ-אֹל התָּאַוְ ,ילַעָמֵ םעָהָ ץפַנָ-יכִ יתִיאִרָ-יכִּ
 .שׂמָכְמִ םיפִסָאֱנֶ ,םיתִּשְׁלִפְוּ ,םימִיָּהַ דעֵוֹמלְ

11 And Samuel said: 'What hast thou done?' And Saul said: 
'Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the 
Philistines assembled themselves together against Michmas; 

 ינֵפְוּ ,לגָּלְגִּהַ ילַאֵ םיתִּשְׁלִפְ וּדרְיֵ התָּעַ ,רמַאֹוָ  בי
 }ס{  .הלָעֹהָ הלֶעֲאַוָ ,קפַּאַתְאֶוָ ;יתִילִּחִ אֹל ,הוָהיְ

12 therefore said I: Now will the Philistines come down upon 
me to Gilgal, and I have not entreated the favour of the 
LORD; I forced myself therefore, and offered the burnt-
offering.' {S} 

 אֹל  :תָּלְכָּסְנִ ,לוּאשָׁ-לאֶ לאֵוּמשְׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ  גי
 יכִּ ,ךְוָּצִ רשֶׁאֲ ךָיהֶֹלאֱ הוָהיְ תוַצְמִ-תאֶ ,תָּרְמַשָׁ
 ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לאֶ ךָתְּכְלַמְמַ-תאֶ הוָהיְ ןיכִהֵ התָּעַ
 .םלָוֹע-דעַ

13 And Samuel said to Saul: 'Thou hast done foolishly; thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which 
He commanded thee; for now would the LORD have 
established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. 

 וֹל הוָהיְ שׁקֵּבִּ  :םוּקתָ-אֹל ךָתְּכְלַמְמַ ,התָּעַוְ  די
 יכִּ--וֹמּעַ-לעַ דיגִנָלְ הוָהיְ וּהוֵּצַיְוַ ,וֹבבָלְכִּ שׁיאִ
 }ס{  .הוָהיְ ךָוְּצִ-רשֶׁאֲ תאֵ ,תָּרְמַשָׁ אֹל

14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the LORD hath 
sought him a man after His own heart, and the LORD hath 
appointed him to be prince over His people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.' {S} 
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When the Shoe is on the Other Foot 
10. Bamidbar 16:12-15 

 ינֵבְּ םרָיבִאֲלַוְ ןתָדָלְ ארֹקְלִ ,השֶׁמֹ חלַשְׁיִּוַ  בי
 .הלֶעֲנַ אֹל ,וּרמְאיֹּוַ ;באָילִאֱ

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab; and they said: 'We will not come up; 

 ,שׁבַדְוּ בלָחָ תבַזָ ץרֶאֶמֵ וּנתָילִעֱהֶ יכִּ ,טעַמְהַ  גי
-םגַּ ,וּנילֵעָ ררֵתָּשְׂתִ-יכִּ  :רבָּדְמִּבַּ ,וּנתֵימִהֲלַ
 .ררֵתָּשְׂהִ

13 is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the 
wilderness, but thou must needs make thyself also a prince 
over us? 

 ,שׁבַדְוּ בלָחָ תבַזָ ץרֶאֶ-לאֶ אֹל ףאַ  די
 ינֵיעֵהַ ;םרֶכָוָ הדֶשָׂ תלַחֲנַ ,וּנלָ-ןתֶּתִּוַ ,וּנתָאֹיבִהֲ
 .הלֶעֲנַ אֹל--רקֵּנַתְּ ,םהֵהָ םישִׁנָאֲהָ

14 Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land flowing 
with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and 
vineyards; wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will 
not come up.' 

-לאַ ,הוָהיְ-לאֶ רמֶאיֹּוַ ,דאֹמְ ,השֶׁמֹלְ רחַיִּוַ  וט
 ,יתִאשָׂנָ ,םהֶמֵ דחָאֶ רוֹמחֲ אֹל ;םתָחָנְמִ-לאֶ ןפֶתֵּ
 .םהֶמֵ דחַאַ-תאֶ ,יתִעֹרֵהֲ אֹלוְ

15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD: 
'Respect not Thou their offering; I have not taken one ass 
from them, neither have I hurt one of them.' 

 
 

11. I Shmuel 12:1-5 
 

 הנֵּהִ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לכָּ-לאֶ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ רמֶאיֹּוַ  א
 ;ילִ םתֶּרְמַאֲ-רשֶׁאֲ לכֹלְ ,םכֶלְקֹבְ יתִּעְמַשָׁ
 .ךְלֶמֶ ,םכֶילֵעֲ ךְילִמְאַוָ

1 And Samuel said unto all Israel: 'Behold, I have hearkened 
unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have made a 
king over you. 

 ינִאֲוַ ,םכֶינֵפְלִ ךְלֵּהַתְמִ ךְלֶמֶּהַ הנֵּהִ התָּעַוְ  ב
 ינִאֲוַ ;םכֶתְּאִ םנָּהִ ,ינַבָוּ ,יתִּבְשַׂוָ יתִּנְקַזָ
ּזהַ םוֹיּהַ-דעַ ירַעֻנְּמִ ,םכֶינֵפְלִ יתִּכְלַּהַתְהִ  .הֶ

2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you; and I am 
old and grayheaded; and, behold, my sons are with you; and I 
have walked before you from my youth unto this day. 

 רוֹשׁ-תאֶ ,וֹחישִׁמְ דגֶנֶוְ הוָהיְ דגֶנֶ יבִ וּנעֲ ינִנְהִ  ג
 יתִּקְשַׁעָ ימִ-תאֶוְ יתִּחְקַלָ ימִ רוֹמחֲוַ יתִּחְקַלָ ימִ
 םילִעְאַוְ ,רפֶכֹ יתִּחְקַלָ ימִ-דיַּמִוּ ,יתִוֹצּרַ ימִ-תאֶ
 .םכֶלָ ,בישִׁאָוְ ;וֹבּ ינַיעֵ

3 Here I am; witness against me before the LORD, and before 
His anointed: whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I 
taken? or whom have I defrauded? or whom have I 
oppressed? or of whose hand have I taken a ransom to blind 
mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you.' 

-אֹלוְ ;וּנתָוֹצּרַ אֹלוְ וּנתָּקְשַׁעֲ אֹל ,וּרמְאיֹּוַ  ד
 .המָוּאמְ ,שׁיאִ-דיַּמִ תָּחְקַלָ

4 And they said: 'Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed 
us, neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand.' 

 וֹחישִׁמְ דעֵוְ ,םכֶבָּ הוָהיְ דעֵ םהֶילֵאֲ רמֶאיֹּוַ  ה
ּזהַ םוֹיּהַ  ;המָוּאמְ ,ידִיָבְּ םתֶאצָמְ אֹל יכִּ--הֶ
 }פ{  .דעֵ ,רמֶאיֹּוַ

5 And he said unto them: 'The LORD is witness against you, 
and His anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found 
aught in my hand.' And they said: 'He is witness.' {P} 

 
12. TB Nedarim 38a 
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 ,רכָשָׂבְּ וּלּיפִאֲדַּ ,״יתִאשָׂנָ םהֶמֵ דחָאֶ רוֹמחֲ אֹל״ ביתִכְּ וּניבֵּרַ השֶׁמֹבְּ וּלּיאִדְּ ,השֶׁמֹבְּ רמַאֱנֶּשֶּׁמִ רתֵוֹי לאֵוּמשְׁבִּ רמַאֱנֶּשֶּׁ המַ לוֹדגָּ :אבָרָ רמַאָ
  .״׳וֹגוְ וּנתָוֹצּרַ אֹלוְ וּנתָּקְשַׁעֲ אֹל וּרמְאֹיּוַ״ :ביתִכְדִּ ,וֹרכָשְׂ אֹל ןוֹצרָבְּ וּלּיפִאֲ לאֵוּמשְׁ יבֵּגַּ וּלּיאִוְ

Rava said: That which is stated with regard to Samuel is greater than that which is stated with regard 
to Moses, as with regard to Moses our teacher it is written: “I have not taken one donkey from them” 
(Numbers 16:15), meaning that he did not take an item from another against his will even with payment. 
Whereas with regard to Samuel, even with the consent of the owner, he would not rent an item from him, 
as it is written: “And they said: You have not defrauded us, nor oppressed us [ratzotanu], neither have 
you taken anything from any man’s hand” (I Samuel 12:4), even with his consent [ratzon]. 

 

The Claim of the Masses 
13. Bamidbar 16:1-3 

 ןתָדָוְ ;יוִלֵ-ןבֶּ תהָקְ-ןבֶּ רהָצְיִ-ןבֶּ ,חרַקֹ חקַּיִּוַ  א
 .ןבֵוּארְ ינֵבְּ--תלֶפֶּ-ןבֶּ ןוֹאוְ ,באָילִאֱ ינֵבְּ םרָיבִאֲוַ

M	mmmm	m		n	n																																																															n 

 לאֵרָשְׂיִ-ינֵבְּמִ םישִׁנָאֲוַ ,השֶׁמֹ ינֵפְלִ וּמקֻיָּוַ  ב
-ישֵׁנְאַ ,דעֵוֹמ יאֵרִקְ הדָעֵ יאֵישִׂנְ ,םיִתָאמָוּ םישִּׁמִחֲ
 .םשֵׁ

2 and they rose up in face of Moses, with certain of the 
children of Israel, two hundred and fifty men; they were 
princes of the congregation, the elect men of the assembly, 
men of renown; 

 םהֶלֵאֲ וּרמְאיֹּוַ ,ןרֹהֲאַ-לעַוְ השֶׁמֹ-לעַ וּלהֲקָּיִּוַ  ג
 םכָוֹתבְוּ ,םישִׁדֹקְ םלָּכֻּ הדָעֵהָ-לכָ יכִּ--םכֶלָ-ברַ
 .הוָהיְ להַקְ-לעַ ,וּאשְּׂנַתְתִּ עַוּדּמַוּ ;הוָהיְ

3 and they assembled themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron, and said unto them: 'Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one 
of them, and the LORD is among them; wherefore then lift 
ye up yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?' 

 
14. I Shmuel 8:1-6 

 ,םיטִפְֹשׁ וינָבָּ-תאֶ םשֶׂיָּוַ ;לאֵוּמשְׁ ןקֵזָ רשֶׁאֲכַּ ,יהִיְוַ  א
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ

1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that 
he made his sons judges over Israel. 

--היָּבִאֲ וּהנֵשְׁמִ םשֵׁוְ ,לאֵוֹי רוֹכבְּהַ וֹנבְּ-םשֶׁ יהִיְוַ  ב
 .עבַשָׁ ראֵבְבִּ ,םיטִפְֹשׁ

2 Now the name of his first-born was Joel; and the 
name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in 
Beer-sheba. 

-וּחקְיִּוַ ;עצַבָּהַ ירֵחֲאַ וּטּיִּוַ ,וכָרָדְבִּ וינָבָ וּכלְהָ-אֹלוְ  ג
 }פ{  .טפָּשְׁמִ ,וּטּיַּוַ--דחַֹשׁ

3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted 
justice. {P} 

 ,לאֵוּמשְׁ-לאֶ וּאבֹיָּוַ ;לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵקְזִ לכֹּ ,וּצבְּקַתְיִּוַ  ד
 .התָמָרָהָ

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves 
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah. 

 וּכלְהָ אֹל ,ךָינֶבָוּ ,תָּנְקַזָ התָּאַ הנֵּהִ ,וילָאֵ וּרמְאיֹּוַ  ה
-לכָכְּ--וּנטֵפְשָׁלְ ךְלֶמֶ וּנלָּ-המָישִׂ ,התָּעַ ;ךָיכֶרָדְבִּ
 .םיִוֹגּהַ

5 And they said unto him: 'Behold, thou art old, and 
thy sons walk not in thy ways; now make us a king 
to judge us like all the nations.' 
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 וּנלָּ-הנָתְּ ,וּרמְאָ רשֶׁאֲכַּ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ ינֵיעֵבְּ ,רבָדָּהַ ערַיֵּוַ  ו
 }פ{  .הוָהיְ-לאֶ ,לאֵוּמשְׁ ללֵּפַּתְיִּוַ ;וּנטֵפְשָׁלְ ךְלֶמֶ

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said: 
'Give us a king to judge us.' And Samuel prayed unto 
the LORD. {P} 

Full Circle 
15. Cognitive Surplus, Clay Shirky page 27 

 
 

 
 

 
16. Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch 13:26 
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