King Solomon’s Arc, Week 19: Chapter 4: King Solomon’s Government
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

Outline of Chapter Four

4:1 King Solomon is king over all Israel

4:2:6 Officials in King Solomon’s administration
4:7-19 The twelve officials

4:20 Everyone is prospering

4:1  King over Israel

1. Redundant 2:12, 2:46, 4:1

2. Rashi to Melachim | 4:1
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“King over all Israel” - When they saw his wisdom, all of them rejoiced in his reign.

3. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:1
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We learn from this that his situation was not like that of Shaul, whom wicked men scorned in their hearts at the start of

his reign, saying, “How will this one save us2” And he was not like his father David, who reigned for seven years over

Yehudah alone, and not all Israel, after Shaul died. Solomon was not thus...

Why the lists?
4. Rabbi Elhanan Samet, Parshat Vayigash: Seventy Souls

Lists of various types are an important and common literary phenomenon in Tanakh, and the modern reader tends to
ignore them — generally for lack of interest. This often has a sound objective basis: lists of names of people or places or
objects don't mean the same to us today as they meant to the reader of ancient times, to whom such names were familiar
and connected to his life and his environment. But this is only a partial explanation. The main reason for the lack of
interest is the change in literary taste of the modern reader as opposed to that of the ancient one who, after all,
represented the initial audience to which the Tanakh was addressed. Readers of ancient times were very fond of these
lists, and some were even a sort of "poetry" for them. Many lists are recorded in Tanakh specifically for the purpose of
intfroducing a more celebratory and elevated note into the "routine" biblical story, and some lists are poetical in nature
even in the form in which they are written in the Torah.

5. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:2-3
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The text told that Solomon made another preparation for the durability of his reign, organizing his house and his servants
in an ideal form, to ease his burden of leadership.

4:2-6 Officials in King Solomon’s administration
6. Radak to Melachim | 4:2
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It didn’t say over whom he was appointed...

7. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:2-3
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I think his appointment was as royal scribe with Elichoref and Achiyah, sons of Shisha. The three of them were scribes. ..

8. Rashi to Melachim | 4:19, using Sanhedrin 12a
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Rav and Shemuel debated: One said this was one appointed over all of them — this is the Azaryah ben Natan mentioned
above — and the other said this person was appointed for the leap month.

Q. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:2-3
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It appears that one of them was a scribe for matters of justice and law, another was scribe for taxes and royal property

and his assets, and the third was scribe for chronicles and royal writings. And Rashi wrote that all of the scribes recorded

chronicles, but what | wrote is more correct, for the three kinds of scribes | mentioned were needed there...

10. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:2-3
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In my opinion, the mazkir was appointed to recall before the king and judiciary matters of the king and his assets and

that which was appropriate for law. He always represented the king's interests and profits. Today, too, this practice

continues in royal palaces, to have one who is appointed for this; ltalians call it the procurator fiscal.

11. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procurator_fiscal

12. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:5
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The practice of kings was thus, to have someone sit with them perpetually, to chat with him, and he eats with them to

gladden them and speak to their heart, and for the kings to reveal to them the thoughts of their hearts in security. Today,

too, French kings do this; in their language, the friend of the king is a mignon.

13. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:6
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Meaning, he was appointed to serve the king in all matters of his house, and to direct them as appropriate in the service

of the king, bed and table and throne and lamp and other items. Today, too, there is such an appointee in the houses

of the Italian kings; in their language in Spain he is called the major domo.

14. Evyatar's fate Shemuel 1 2:31-36

15. Talmud, Succah 53a
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These two Ethiopians [Rashi: handsome people] stood before Solomon, Elichoref and Achiyah sons of Shisha, scribes
of Solomon. One day he saw the malach of Death looking upset. He asked him: why are you upset? He said: These
two Ethiopians who are here are demanded of me. [Solomon] gave them to demons, and sent them to the city of Luz.
When they arrived at the city of Luz, they died. On the following day, he saw the malach of Death looking happy. He
asked: why are you happy? He said: In the place where they were demanded of me, that's where you sent them!

Immediately Solomon declared, “The legs of a person are his guarantors; they bring him to the place where he is
demanded.”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procurator_fiscal

16.Talmud Yerushalmi, Kilayim 9:3
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Elichoref and Achiyah were Solomon’s two scribes. He saw the malach of Death looking at them and grinding his teeth;
he said a word and put them in the atmosphere. The malach of Death took them from there, then came and laughed at
him. He said to him: you were grinding your teeth before, and now you laugh at us2 He replied: Gd told me to take
Elichoref and Achiyah from the atmosphere, and | said, “Who will put them there, since | was sent to take them@” And
He put into your heart to do this, so that | could carry out my mission. [Solomon] went and took care of their bodies
there.

17.Rabbi Yehudah HaChasid, Sefer Gematriot, Inyanim shonim 174
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18. http://daf-yomi.com/forums/Message.aspx2id=33829  Look at the second part of 4:3

4:7-19 The twelve officers
19. Abarbanel to Melachim | 4:7
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And the commentators wrote that these would collect taxes in their lands and support the king and his household, but
the text does not testify to this. These officers and their purpose was because Solomon elevated the honour of the throne
greatly, and he had - as will be mentioned — many charioteers and many horses. All of them ate at his table, and the
horses in his stables. Aside from this, he ruled over many nations, and nations came to him from the ends of the earth,
some of them bringing gifts before him and some of them to hear his wisdom. So there were always many people and

nations according to their tongues following him. So that their food would not overburden the place where he stayed,
and so that food should not become too expensive at the market and nothing should be lacking for anyone who needed
it and for the itinerants, Solomon wisely arranged officers in the entire land, to purchase food and necessities for the
king’s palace in sufficient quantities using the king’s wealth. They sent that food to the place where the king was staying,
and each officer supported him in a set month of the year, such that the king lacked nothing in any place where “he
would mention his name,” without inflating the price, each according to his food they collected...

And perhaps Solomon customarily stayed in one suitable place in the summer, and in winter in another suitable place,
and so in spring and fall...

20.Ben Hur  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judah_Ben-Hur
[Lew] Wallace wrote that he chose the name Ben-Hur "because it was biblical, and easily spelled, printed and
pronounced."

21. Abarbanel to Melachim 1 4:19
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| think the simple meaning is that King Solomon made two divisions regarding food. He arranged to provide sufficient
food for his table... And because he needed other food for itinerants and for those who came to the king who were not
his servants and who did not eat of his property, he needed to provide their food from the land where the king stayed.
For this there was an officer in the land who was appointed by the people of the city when the king came there, to order
people to sell food in the local market, and he would set an appropriate rate for the year. This officer was a local
person, who knew all of the local people and their produce, to compel them to sell it in the market. And therefore he is
not named, for he was not appointed by the king and it was not always the same person identified for this role, but the
local people appointed him each season... Also today in Italy they do this, for aside from the king's officers who travel
with him and are appointed over food, the city also appoints someone under their hand, called a/motasin.

4:20 Everyone is prospering

22. Malbim to Melachim | 4:20
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23. Like the sand Bereishit 22:7, Yehoshua 11:4, Shoftim 7:12, Shemuel | 13:5

24. Utopia Devarim 28:1-6
25.The Joys of the Book of Melachim
e 1:40, 1:45 The coronation
e 4:20 The monarchy
o 5:21 Hiram hears of Solomon’s success
o 8:66 Dedication of the Beit haMikdash
e 1111:14,11:20 The house of David is saved from Ataliah

26.Ralbag to Melachim | 11, Lesson 11
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