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Abrahamam’s Journey, pp 78-79
Lekh lekha was the call of God to Abraham. Keep on journeying: You are but a

wandering Aramean. You have no home, you have no country; you are dedicated to
someone else. In order to become a believer, one must be the greatest, most
outstanding non-believer; one has to go through the phase of not believing in
time-honored principles and commonly accepted standards. Abraham, first of all, was a
skeptic, doubting and questioning everything.
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Gray Matter, Volume 3, p. 223

Our patriarch, Avraham experienced moral anguish over the enemy soldiers that
he killed in the war that he successfully waged against the four Mesopotamian kings.
However, this emotion did not prevent him from carrying out his moral obligation to
wage war vigorously and properly against the four Meopotamian aggressors.

Avraham teaches timeless lessons about misplaced compassion toward our
enemies. Similarly, the consensus rabbinic opinion regards the risking of Israeli soldiers
and restraint from waging war properly in order to reduce Arab civilian casualties as
misguided.
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Like Rachel Imeinu, Sarah Imeinu put the needs of her husband ahead of her own.
Sarah selflessly gave Hagar to Avraham as a wife in order to preserve his dignity. She
stood for others at the expense of her own emotions just like Rachel Imeinu.
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A Jew must know how to put Hashem’s needs ahead of his own. Avraham gave up his
sense of comfort for the sake of Hashem. He stood against the entire world for the sake
of Hashem. He even ended lives of others for the sake of Hashem. We must follow the
ways of our avos and imahos, and stand for Hashem no matter how difficult it may be.



