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Moses said further to the whole community of Israelites: This is what /757> has commanded:
Take from among you gifts to /77°; everyone whose heart is so moved shall bring them—gifts for ;757°: gold, silver,
and copper;
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, and goats’ hair,
And let all among you who are skilled come and make all that /757> has commanded:
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And everyone who excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit was moved came, bringing to ;757> an offering for the
work of the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral vestments.
Men and women, all whose hearts moved them, all who would make an elevation offering of gold to /77, came
bringing brooches, earrings, rings, and pendants —gold objects of all kinds.

#1: What does 2°w/33-5y 29@i87 1371 mean?
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But why?
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The meaning of this expression is that because donations of
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had these jewels, therefore they immediately pulled off their ’7”77 i 1531 NP DOWIT PER I RO [Pvwana
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that they were there first, while the men joined them later.
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#2: Mirrors
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He made the laver of copper and its stand of copper, from mz:x-x nmm mzzm bk) nxy mzm: 99373 DX yh
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because it is the custom of all women to beautify themselves.
They look at their faces in brass or glass mirrors every NIXT? MBNT? DWIR 25 LW *3 MRS DYDY
morning to arrange the head coverings upon their heads. TPN? N°2157 I NWNI NIXIPI P2 222 071D
These head coverings are mentioned in the Book of Isaiah. "D YW’ 9502 015717 0N LAWK YW NIIRDA
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They rather came daily to the door of the tent of meeting to 15799 .99 IR AND IR2AX WK I .NIRH0 0NaT
pray and to hear the words of the commandments. Scripture 139

states, that did service at the door of the tent of meeting
because there were many such women.

The Israelitish women possessed mirrors of copper into which w7 (10
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were made to pander to their vanity, but the Holy One, blessed

be He, said to him, “Accept them, these are dearer to Me than 177& 2 537 1733 177 R L7 ‘12"7 D"“DYW

all the other contributions, because through them the women QWi 1°HY7 a7 537!27 '737 m ’5V 172°20
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food and drink and induced them to eat. Then they would take
the mirrors, and each gazed at herself in her mirror together
with her husband, saying endearingly to him, “See, I am
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handsomer than you!” Thus they awakened their husbands’ ﬂ1N".'173 72 903 , R ARI °IN '1?3177 ,3°7272
affection and subsequently became the mothers of many ninavnm D-,'y NIPRIN TIRD i) T—pbynfy
children, at it is said, (Song 8:5) “I awakened thy love under W) '[’ﬂ'ﬁﬂ? mIBAI NNR XY 00 niTo9"
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~o ORIXT DRI - from the mirrors of the women who had set up the legions. Repentance is
predicated on two principles. First, there is the power within men to be able to accuse themselves,
their ability to think of themselves as unworthy and inferior. In our declaration on Yom Kippur,
And You are justified for all that befalls us, for You have acted correctly and we have acted evilly, emerges
the expression of that wonderful power of full, boundless self-accusation. Second, there is the great
talent of each individual to cleanse himself, to comprehend the boundless hidden spiritual powers

which are found in the human personality (including even the greatest sinner) which propel one

in the direction of return to the Sovereign of the Universe. This is the ability of a person to ascend
and elevate himself to the majestic heights if only one has the will to do so, even after he has sunk
to the depths of the abyss of impurity.

The second principle is just as important as the first. A man cannot engage in repentance if he
does not have the boldness to accuse and condemn himself. Without recognition of the sin there
can be no regret. On the other hand, there cannot be commitment for the future if man has no faith
in his own creative abilities, if he does not believe in his own talents which will aid him in sanctify-
ing himself. If he believes that he is helpless and subservient to natural, mechanical powers; if he is
not convinced of the freedom of the human creative act—then he cannot feel his guilt and there is
no basis to expect that he will change. Within the greatness of man lies the greatest accusative act,
and from it comes the call to repentance. If man looks upon himself as an impotent creature then
the position of the sinner is helpless. And then the plea of Jews, For our crimes and our transgressions
are upon us, and in them we decay, becomes warranted.

Every confession expresses itself in the outcry, I am black and I am beautiful, O daughters of Jerusalem
(Song 1:5). When we do not see the “beauty,” we cannot discern the “blackness.” The sinner must
view himself from two antithetical viewpoints: the nullity of being, and the greatness of being.

How beautiful is Rashi’s account in the name of the Midrash on this verse: “And he made the
washstand of copper and its base of copper, from the mirrors of the women who had set up the legions.” The
daughters of Israel had in their possession mirrors into which they looked when they adorned themselves.
But Moses was displeased with them for they were made for the evil inclination. So the Holy One Blessed
be He said to him,“Accept, for these are more beloved by Me than everything else.”

Moses did not understand how the mirrors the women employed while they ornamented them-
selves for their husbands, gaining pleasure from their own beauty, could be properly incorporated

in the washstand—the washstand, adjacent to the altar, where a Jew brings his sacrifice of atone-
ment, on which he recites confession with a broken heart. Given that that the Mizbe’ach and the
Kiyor seem to represent two mutually exclusive motifs, the physical proximity of these two items
seems strange. How can the beauty of the mirrors harmonize with the sensation of self-criticism
with which the road to the altar is bound?

However, the Sovereign of the Universe said, Accept, Moses! The woman who knows she is
beautiful, who was able in Egypt, in the bitter and dark exile, to comfort and strengthen her
husband and raise a generation thirsty for redemption—that same woman, when she shall trans-
gress, will recite her confession with hot tears and more grief and regret than another person. This
woman will remember her supreme efforts to maintain the continuity of our people under terribly
adverse conditions and, later, if she fails to meet that standard, the guilt-feeling will be increasingly

impressed upon her conscience. (Shiurei Harav, pp. 29-31)
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