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1. Ecclesiastes 1:2

Utter futility!—said Koheleth— Utter
futility! All is futile!

2. Ecclesiastes 1:4

One generation goes, another comes, But
the earth remains the same forever.

3. Ecclesiastes 1:9

Only that shall happen Which has
happened, Only that occur Which has
occurred; There is nothing new Beneath
the sun!

4. Ecclesiastes 1:14

I observed all the happenings beneath the
sun, and I found that all is futile and
pursuit of wind:

5. Shabbat 30b:3

Since contradictions in Ecclesiastes were
mentioned, the Gemara cites additional
relevant sources. Rav Yehuda, son of
Rav Shmuel bar Sheilat, said in the
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name of Rav: The Sages sought to
suppress the book of Ecclesiastes and
declare it apocryphal because its
statements contradict each other and it
is liable to confuse its readers.

6. Ecclesiastes 1:1

The words of Koheleth son of David, king
in Jerusalem.

7. Rashi on Ecclesiastes 1:1:2

Koheles. [He was called Koheles] because
he gathered [=777 much wisdom, and
similarly, elsewhere [Scripture] calls him,
“Agur Bin Yokeh,” because he gathered 73X
all the wisdom and spewed AX P71 it out,
and some say that he would say all his
words in public assembly [=77p72.

8. Deuteronomy 31:10-12

(10) And Moses instructed them as
follows: Every seventh year, the year set
for remission, at the Feast of Booths, (11)
when all Israel comes to appear before the
LORD your God in the place that He will
choose, you shall read this Teaching aloud
in the presence of all Israel. (12) Gather the
people—men, women, children, and the
strangers in your communities—that they
may hear and so learn to revere the LORD
your God and to observe faithfully every
word of this Teaching.

9. Ecclesiastes 2:11

Then my thoughts turned to all the

NN n9AR
‘D2U2 720 T17712 N2TP 127

URCR N9ID DY 0N

0ipn2 121 ,7M1277 NI PapY oYToy .noop
MRIMI~22 MNY ,71P2712 N 3773P N
PIAT722 MR MY 0IRIK W) AR
272

27-7:X" 0727

D730 YW | YRR TAK? ORIR 1 18 ()
X133 (R°) :M207 12 NORYT NIY TYn3
oipna 77PN IR NN NN PNIE0D

33 DRIT MIRTTNR N3P 027 WK
OY7"NX 2P (2°) 07382 210722

1907 TYYR WK TN A9 DV DI
TI0P O%R2R " NR IR 1T 1y fne
NI TIRT 2772270 Niwy?

N"°:"2 nonp
NPRYY Ry T WYY CYnTo02 IN o


https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Ecclesiastes.1.1.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Ecclesiastes.1.1.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.10-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.10-12
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.2.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.2.11

fortune my hands had built up, to the
wealth | had acquired and won—and oh, it
was all futile and pursuit of wind; there
was no real value under the sun!

10. R' Yaakov Medan
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Kohelet argues over and over again that amassing wealth is not a worthy objective. It does
not lead to true happiness, and a more worthy objective should be sought. Similarly, leaving
one's permanent home for a sukka, a temporary dwelling, expresses this idea of abhorring
property, or at least reducing its weight in the order of one's priorities.

11. Ecclesiastes 7:6

For the levity of the fool is like the
crackling of nettles under a kettle. But that
too is illusory;

12. Genesis 4:1

(1) Now the man knew his wife Eve, and
she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “
have gained a male child with the help of
the LORD.”

13. Ecclesiastes 11:1-6

(1) Send your bread forth upon the waters;
for after many days you will find it. (2)
Distribute portions to seven or even to
eight, for you cannot know what
misfortune may occur on earth. (3) If the
clouds are filled, they will pour down rain
on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south
or to the north, the tree will stay where it
falls. (4) If one watches the wind, he will
never sow; and if one observes the clouds,
he will never reap. (5) Just as you do not
know how the lifebreath passes into the
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limbs within the womb of the pregnant
woman, so you cannot foresee the actions
of God, who causes all things to happen.
(6) Sow your seed in the morning, and
don’t hold back your hand in the evening,
since you don’t know which is going to
succeed, the one or the other, or if both are

equally good.

14. Kohelet Rabbah 11:2:1 R’2:X”° 127 nomp
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15. R' Yaakov Medan

Indeed, after much soul-searching, Kohelet, along with the reader who is accompanying
him, reaches the sense of insecurity of one who will be sowing his field immediately after
Sukkot, but does not know whether God will bless it so that it will grow. It is precisely there
that Kohelet tries to provide the sower with a sense of security. But this sense of security is
not by virtue of his knowing everything. It is precisely by virtue of his lack of knowledge
that a force emerges that is stronger than knowledge — the power of faith in God, the life of
all worlds, in His lovingkindness and in His mercy.

16. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 T79-379:270 NP
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the matter, when all is said and done:
Revere God and observe His
commandments! For this applies to all
mankind.
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