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1. Ecclesiastes 1:2

Utter futility!—said Koheleth— Utter
futility! All is futile!

קהלת א׳:ב׳

הַכּלֹ֥ הָבֶֽל׃הֲבֵל֤ הֲבָלִים֙ אָמַר֣ קהֶֹלֶ֔ת הֲבֵל֥ הֲבָלִי֖ם

2. Ecclesiastes 1:4

One generation goes, another comes, But
the earth remains the same forever.

קהלת א׳:ד׳

א֔ וְהָאָרֶ֖ץ לְעוֹלָם֥ עמָֹדֶֽת׃דּוֹ֤ר הלֵֹךְ֙ וְדוֹ֣ר בָּ

3. Ecclesiastes 1:9

Only that shall happen Which has
happened, Only that occur Which has
occurred; There is nothing new Beneath
the sun!

קהלת א׳:ט׳

ה֔ נַּעֲֽשָׂ הְיהֶ֔ ומַּה־שֶׁ יִּ הָֽיהָ֙ הו֣אּ שֶׁ ֶ ה֑מַה־שּׁ יּעֵָשֶׂ הו֖אּ שֶׁ
מֶֽשׁ׃ ָ חַ֥ת הַשּׁ ל־חָדָשׁ֖ תַּ וְאֵי֥ן כָּ

4. Ecclesiastes 1:14

I observed all the happenings beneath the
sun, and I found that all is futile and
pursuit of wind:

קהלת א׳:י״ד

נַּֽעֲשׂוּ֖ י֔ם שֶׁ עֲשִׂ ל־הַמַּֽ מֶ֑שׁרָאִי֙תִי֙ אֶת־כָּ ָ חַ֣ת הַשּׁ תַּ
וְהִנֵּה֥ הַכּלֹ֛ הֶבֶ֖ל ורְּעו֥תּ רוֽחַּ׃

5. Shabbat 30b:3

Since contradictions in Ecclesiastes were
mentioned, the Gemara cites additional
relevant sources. Rav Yehuda, son of

Rav Shmuel bar Sheilat, said in the

שבת ל׳ ב:ג׳

ר מואֵּל בַּ רַב שְׁ רֵיהּ דְּ ילַתאָמַר רַב יְהודָּה בְּ שִׁ
שׁוּ חֲכָמִים לִגְנוֹז סֵפֶר קְּ רַב: בִּ מֵיהּ דְּ ְ ּׁ קהֶֹלֶתמִש

בָרָיו סוֹתְרִין זֶה אֶת זֶה. דְּ נֵי שֶׁ מִפְּ
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name of Rav: The Sages sought to

suppress the book of Ecclesiastes and
declare it apocryphal because its

statements contradict each other and it
is liable to confuse its readers.

6. Ecclesiastes 1:1

The words of Koheleth son of David, king
in Jerusalem.

קהלת א׳:א׳

לָֽ͏םִ׃ ירושָּׁ וִד֔ מֶלֶ֖ךְ בִּ ן־דָּ בְרֵי֙ קהֶֹלֶ֣ת בֶּ דִּ

7. Rashi on Ecclesiastes 1:1:2

Koheles. [He was called Koheles] because
he gathered קִהֵל=] much wisdom, and
similarly, elsewhere [Scripture] calls him,
“Agur Bin Yokeh,” because he gathered אָגרַ
all the wisdom and spewed וַהֲקִיאָהּ it out,
and some say that he would say all his
words in public assembly .בְּהַקְהֵל=]

רש"י על קהלת א׳:א׳:ב׳

ה, וְכֵןקהֶֹלֶת. הֵל חָכְמוֹת הַרְבֵּ קִּ ם שֶׁ מָקוֹםעַל־שֵׁ בְּ
ל־הַחָכְמָה אָגַר כָּ ן־יקֵָה, שֶׁ אַחֵר קוֹרֵהוּ אָגורּ בִּ
ל־דְבָרָיו הָיהָ אוֹמֵר כָּ וַהֲקִיאָהּ וְישֵׁ אוֹמְרִים שֶׁ

בְהַקְהֵל:

8. Deuteronomy 31:10-12

(10) And Moses instructed them as
follows: Every seventh year, the year set
for remission, at the Feast of Booths, (11)
when all Israel comes to appear before the
LORD your God in the place that He will
choose, you shall read this Teaching aloud
in the presence of all Israel. (12) Gather the
people—men, women, children, and the
strangers in your communities—that they
may hear and so learn to revere the LORD
your God and to observe faithfully every
word of this Teaching.

דברים ל״א:י׳-י״ב

ץ֣  ה֖ אוֹתָם֣ לֵאמרֹ֑ מִקֵּ בַ֣ע׀)י( וַיְצַו֥ משֶֹׁ נִי֗םשֶׁ שָׁ
כּוֹֽת׃ חַג֥ הַסֻּ ה֖ בְּ מִטָּ ְ נַת֥ הַשּׁ מעֵֹד֛ שְׁ בוֹ֣אבְּ )יא( בְּ

נֵי֙ ה' אֱלקֶֹי֔ךָ רָאֵל֗ לֵרָֽאוֹת֙ אֶת־פְּ קוֹ֖םכׇל־יִשְׂ מָּ בַּ
קְרָא֞ אֶת־הַתּוֹרָה֥ הַזאֹּ֛ת ר֣ יִבְחָר֑ תִּ נֶגֶ֥דאֲשֶׁ

אׇזְנֵיהֶםֽ׃ )יב( הַקְהֵל֣ אֶת־הָעָם֗ רָאֵל֖ בְּ כׇּל־יִשְׂ
ר֣ ף֔ וְגֵרְךָ֖ אֲשֶׁ ים֙ וְהַטַּ י֤ם וְהַנָּשִׁ עָרֶי֑ךָ לְמַעַ֨ןהָאֲֽנָשִׁ שְׁ בִּ
מְעוּ֜ ולְּמַעַ֣ן יִלְמְדוּ֗ וְירְָֽאוּ֙ אֶת־ה' מְֽרוּ֣יִשְׁ אֱלקֵֹיכֶם֔ וְשָׁ

בְרֵי֖ הַתּוֹרָה֥ הַזאֹּֽת׃ לַעֲשׂוֹ֔ת אֶת־כׇּל־דִּ

9. Ecclesiastes 2:11

Then my thoughts turned to all the

קהלת ב׳:י״א

עָֽשׂוּ֣ ידַָי֔ י֙ שֶׁ כׇל־מַעֲשַׂ יופָּנִי֣תִיֽ אֲנִי֗ בְּ עָמַלְ֣תִּ ובֶּעָֽמָל֖ שֶׁ
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fortune my hands had built up, to the
wealth I had acquired and won—and oh, it
was all futile and pursuit of wind; there
was no real value under the sun!

לַעֲשׂוֹ֑ת וְהִנֵּה֨ הַכּלֹ֥ הֶבֶ֙ל֙ ורְּעו֣תּ רו֔חַּ וְאֵי֥ן יִתְרוֹ֖ן
מֶֽשׁ׃ ָ חַ֥ת הַשּׁ תַּ

10. R' Yaakov Medan
Kohelet argues over and over again that amassing wealth is not a worthy objective. It does
not lead to true happiness, and a more worthy objective should be sought. Similarly, leaving
one's permanent home for a sukka, a temporary dwelling, expresses this idea of abhorring
property, or at least reducing its weight in the order of one's priorities.

11. Ecclesiastes 7:6

For the levity of the fool is like the
crackling of nettles under a kettle. But that
too is illusory;

קהלת ז׳:ו׳

חקֹ֣ ן֖ שְׂ י֔ר כֵּ חַ֣ת הַסִּ ירִים֙ תַּ י֣ כְקוֹ֤ל הַסִּ סִי֑לכִּ הַכְּ
וְגַם־זֶה֖ הָבֶֽל׃

12. Genesis 4:1

(1) Now the man knew his wife Eve, and
she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I
have gained a male child with the help of
the LORD.”

בראשית ד׳:א׳

הַ֙ר֙ תּוֹ֑ וַתַּ לֶ֣ד)א( וְהָאָ֣דָם֔ ידַָע֖ אֶת־חַוָּה֣ אִשְׁ וַתֵּ
אֶת־קַיִ֔ן וַתּאֹ֕מֶר קָנִי֥תִי אִי֖שׁ אֶת־ה'׃

13. Ecclesiastes 11:1-6

(1) Send your bread forth upon the waters;
for after many days you will find it. (2)
Distribute portions to seven or even to
eight, for you cannot know what
misfortune may occur on earth. (3) If the
clouds are filled, they will pour down rain
on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south
or to the north, the tree will stay where it
falls. (4) If one watches the wind, he will
never sow; and if one observes the clouds,
he will never reap. (5) Just as you do not
know how the lifebreath passes into the

קהלת י״א:א׳-ו׳

יֽ־בְרבֹ֥ יִ֑ם כִּ נֵי֣ הַמָּ ח֥ לַחְמְךָ֖ עַל־פְּ לַּ הַיּמִָי֖ם)א( שַׁ
בְעָה֖ וְגַם֣ ן־חֵלֶ֥ק לְשִׁ מְצָאֶנּֽו׃ּ )ב( תֶּ י֚ לאֹ֣תִּ מוֹנָה֑ כִּ לִשְׁ

לְאוּ֨ הְיהֶ֥ רָעָה֖ עַל־הָאָרֶֽץ׃ )ג( אִם־יִמָּ תֵדַע֔ מַה־יִּ
ם֙ עַל־הָאָרֶ֣ץ ירִָי֔קוּ וְאִם־יִפּוֹ֥ל רוֹ֖םהֶעָבִי֥ם גֶּשֶׁ֙ דָּ עֵץ֛ בַּ

ם֥ פּוֹ֥ל הָעֵץ֖ שָׁ יִּ פוֹ֑ן מְקוֹ֛ם שֶׁ צָּ יְהוֽאּ׃ )ד( שׁמֵֹר֥וְאִם֣ בַּ
ר֨רו֖חַּ לאֹ֣ יִזְרָע֑ וְראֶֹה֥ בֶעָבִי֖ם לאֹ֥ יִקְצוֹֽר׃ אֲשֶׁ )ה( כַּ

עֲצָמִי֖ם רֶ֣ךְ הָרו֔חַּ כַּ לֵאָה֑אֵיֽנְךָ֤ יוֹדֵעַ֙֙ מַה־דֶּ בֶטֶ֣ן הַמְּ בְּ
ר֥ ה֣ הָאֱֽלקִֹי֔ם אֲשֶׁ כָ֗ה לאֹ֤ תֵדַע֙ אֶת־מַעֲשֵׂ ה֖כָּ יַעֲשֶׂ

בּקֶֹ֙ר֙ זְרַע֣ אֶת־זַרְעֶךָ֔ נַּח֣אֶת־הַכּלֹֽ׃ )ו( בַּ וְלָעֶרֶ֖ב אַל־תַּ
ר֙ י֩ אֵיֽנְךָ֨ יוֹדֵעַ֜ אֵי֣ זֶה֤ יִכְשָׁ הֲזֶה֣ אוֹ־זֶה֔ידֶָךָ֑ כִּ

אֶחָד֖ טוֹבִיֽם׃ נֵיהֶם֥ כְּ וְאִם־שְׁ

https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.7.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.7.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.4.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.4.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.11.1-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.11.1-6


limbs within the womb of the pregnant
woman, so you cannot foresee the actions
of God, who causes all things to happen.
(6) Sow your seed in the morning, and
don’t hold back your hand in the evening,
since you don’t know which is going to
succeed, the one or the other, or if both are
equally good.

14. Kohelet Rabbah 11:2:1

R’ Levi says: Distribute portions to seven -
these are the seven days of sukkos, and
even eight - this is shimini atzeret

קוהלת רבה י״א:ב׳:א׳

בְעָה, אֵלּוּ ן חֵלֶק לְשִׁ י לֵוִי אָמַר: תֶּ בְעַת יְמֵי רַבִּ שִׁ
יּוֹם מוֹנָה )במדבר כט, לה(: בַּ ה. וְגַם לִשְׁ כָּ הַסֻּ

מִינִי עֲצֶרֶת.  ְ ּׁ הַש

15. R' Yaakov Medan
Indeed, after much soul-searching, Kohelet, along with the reader who is accompanying
him, reaches the sense of insecurity of one who will be sowing his field immediately after
Sukkot, but does not know whether God will bless it so that it will grow. It is precisely there
that Kohelet tries to provide the sower with a sense of security. But this sense of security is
not by virtue of his knowing everything. It is precisely by virtue of his lack of knowledge
that a force emerges that is stronger than knowledge – the power of faith in God, the life of
all worlds, in His lovingkindness and in His mercy.

16. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

(13) The sum of the matter, when all is
said and done: Revere God and observe
His commandments! For this applies to all
mankind: (14) that God will call every
creature to account for everything
unknown, be it good or bad. The sum of
the matter, when all is said and done:
Revere God and observe His
commandments! For this applies to all
mankind.

קהלת י״ב:י״ג-י״ד

מָע֑ אֶת־הָאֱלקִֹי֤ם בָר֖ הַכּלֹ֣ נִשְׁ יְרָא֙)יג( סוֹ֥ף דָּ
י־זֶה֖ כׇּל־הָאָדָםֽ׃ מוֹ֔ר כִּ י֚וְאֶת־מִצְוֺתָי֣ו שְׁ )יד( כִּ
ט֖ פָּ ה֔ הָאֱלקִֹי֛ם יבִָא֥ בְמִשְׁ עַל֣אֶת־כׇּל־מַעֲֽשֶׂ

כׇּל־נֶעְלָם֑ אִם־טוֹ֖ב וְאִם־רָעֽ׃
סוף דבר הכל נשמע את האלקים ירא ואת

מצותיו שמור כי זה כל האדם

https://www.sefaria.org/Kohelet_Rabbah.11.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Kohelet_Rabbah.11.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.12.13-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Ecclesiastes.12.13-14

