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The Gemara cites a related discussion. Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman says that Rabbi Yohanan says: What
is the meaning of that which is written: “Therefore they that speak in parables [hamoshlim] say: Come
to Heshbon! Let the city [ir] of Sihon be built and established! For a fire is gone out of Heshbon, a flame
from the city of Sihon; it has devoured Ar of Moab, the lords of the high places of Arnon” (Numbers 21:27—
28)?

The Gemara interprets these verses homiletically. “Hamoshlim”; these are the people who rule over
[hamoshlim] their evil inclination. They will say: “Come to Heshbon,” meaning: Come and let us
calculate the account of [heshbono] the world, i.e., the financial loss incurred by the fulfillment of a
mitzva in contrast to its reward, and the reward for committing a transgression, i.e., the pleasure and
gain received, in contrast to the loss it entails.

“Let it be built and established” means that if you make this calculation, you will be built in this world
and you will be established in the World-to-Come. The phrase “city [ir] of Sihon” means that if a person
fashions himself like this young donkey [ayir] that follows after pleasant talk [siha], i.e., if one is easily
tempted to listen to his inclination, what is written after it? “For a fire is gone out of Heshbon...it has
devoured,” i.e., a fire will go out from those who calculate the effect of their deeds in the world, and will
consume those who do not calculate and examine their ways but instead do as they please.

A similar interpretation applies to the continuation of the verse: “A flame from the city of Sihon”; this
means that a flame will come from the city of righteous people, who are called trees [sikin]. “It has
devoured Ar of Moab”; this is referring to one who follows after his inclination like this young donkey
[ayir] that follows after pleasant talk. “The lords of the high places of Arnon”; this is referring to the
arrogant. As the Master says: Every person who has arrogance in him will fall into Gehenna.

The Gemara interprets a subsequent verse: “We have shot at them [vanniram], Heshbon is perished, even
until Dibon, and we have laid waste even until Nophah, which reaches until Medeba” (Numbers 21:30).
“Vanniram”; this indicates that the wicked person says: There is no higher [ein ram] power governing the
world. “Heshbon is perished” means: The account [heshbon] of the world has perished, i.e., they claim
there is no accountability for one’s actions. “Even until Dibon [divon]”; the Holy One, Blessed be He,
says: Wait until judgment comes [yavo din]. “And we have laid waste even until Nophah,” meaning
until the fire comes that does not require fanning [rippuah], i.e., the fire of Gehenna, which will
consume them. “Until Medeba [Medeva]”; this means until their souls are pained [tadiv]. And some say
an alternative explanation: It means until God does what He wishes [mai deva’ei] with them and punishes
them as they deserve.
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