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Shoftim 20:26-40: The War Turns 2 "%
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An old issue: Shimshon
1. Abarbanel to Shoftim 15:20
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Teaching that Shimshon’s acts - vengeance, salvation and great wonders - were what led Israel to appoint him judge.

20:26-28 Another consultation with Gd

2. Ramban to Bereishit 19:8
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And they brought burnt offerings to atone for their thoughts, trusting their arm, and they brought shelamim, shelomim

of thanks, for they viewed themselves as though all of them had escaped the sword of Binyamin, and all who escape

must bring a thanks-offering...

3. Abarbanel to Shoftim 20:26

ANY 0AR 93P PTI 7377 93,70 270 1012 212 TR XIW DY ITING KD ,DAWAw oaRD 013 19w MWy onhwn v
IR

And they were shelamim to make shalom between themselves and their Father in Heaven, not as a thanks-offering as

Ramban contended, for they received more harm than should have happened to them.

4. Abarbanel to Shoftim 20:28
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“And Pinchas son of Elazar son of Aharon stood before [the Aron] in those days,” meaning he stood before the Aron
during the inquiry at that time, when Israel made its third inquiry. But the kohen via whom they had asked on the first
two occasions did not experience Divine inspiration and did not combine the letters properly, and he erred in the
answers.

5. Radak to Shoftim 20:28
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And it said, “And Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon” was the kohen because people would not believe that this was the
same Pinchas, for the period from his years until this time would have been more than 300 years. Therefore it stated
his lineage to Aharon. And he lived a long time because Gd promised him this for his outrage at Shittim, saying,
“Behold, | give him My covenant of peace” and “My covenant was with him, life and peace,” which is about Pinchas.
And some of our Sages say Pinchas is Eliyahu, but some of them say Eliyahu was from Binyamin, and they have basis
for this in Divrei haYamim.

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 21:1
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It mentioned, after David separated from his beloved Yehonatan, that David went to Nov, which was called Noveh —

they are the same place — to Achimelech, the Kohen Gadol, because the Ark of Gd was then in Nov. He wanted to

pray there and to bow before Gd and to ask about his endeavours before going...
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7. Ralbag to Shoftim 6:8
T NP2 ARIY N7 277127 NRIID 107X AR L0 90 DRAWS 1901 KD R LD K027 T W MR CDIRWD DRI W
TIVTA DAY TR 2PN T2 R¥AN 2" T OV 07102 12 WD 112 12 77107 R, 002110 2°NYR P R2I0n 170 XY RITW P05
T nnmn Hvp Dy
.0M192 1°Iya 7°0 2 ,PW0 OPn OR "7 17 IRWOWI 29V VDY IRDI QYD TOR O 1D D WwEN)
99502 ARANW 1D .0 UV RITY ,0°27 NITIT 112 012 °12) 1712 °12Y 112 Wnw D2R 17’ 92 71T AN002 WHw R 7207 DRI
X "Ny T D’JQ? ooy A 77977 7R 32 MYOR 12 0D MRW NI T 12 0P 707 K17 0D AN (o:v X) o1 2T
:OMT2IN 1902 QW INIAAW 113 ,"IIIR 12 MYOR 12 0mI0" MW RIPW MK IR YT R¥D
The questioner might ask: Since this prophet was alive, how is it that he did not rebuke Israel all his life, and why did
they need Devorah’s prophecy? It would appear, to resolve this doubt, that he prophesied only at distant intervals,
and he lacked the strength to lead the nation. And therefore you will also find here that he needed to appoint Gidon
over the war with Midian.
And it is possible that just as Eliyahu was sometimes seen and sometimes hidden, when the spirit of Gd bore him to
faraway places, so it was with Pinchas.
And for this reason, he did not serve as kohen gadol his entire life, but his sons, grandsons and great-grandsons did
so for many generations, even as he still lived, as seen in Divrei haYamim | 9:20 that he was alive in the days of
David. It says, “And Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon haKohen led them in the past, and HaShem was with him.” And
there is none other among Aharon’s descendants whose name is “Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon,” as is clear in that
book of their generations.

8. Three groups of soldiers from the 11 tribes

Group A The ambush behind the city of Givah (10,000 fighters)
Group B The group that attacks Givah at the outset, and is driven back
Group C The rest of the fighters

9. Outline
o 20:29 Ambush set by Group A
e 20:30-32 Binyamin falls into Group B's trap, pursuing them
e 20:33-35 Binyamin's force is cut off from Givah; Group C rallies, Group A attacks Givah; 25,100 dead
e 20:3640 Group A destroys Givah, signals Groups B and C
o 20:41-43 The war is concluded
o 20:44-48 The death toll

10. Malbim to Shoftim 20:36
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Immediately, at the start, when the ambush came out, Binyamin saw that they were struck, and they intended to return
to the city.

11.Radak to Shoftim 20:36
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“A place for Binyamin” to pursue them, for they were near Givah, [and Binyamin could] pursue them. They fled before

[Binyamin] intentionally, so that they would be cut off from the city. They trusted the ambush to enter the city then.



