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(1) THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM (BIBLE HISTORY ONLINE)

Jerusalem Restored
by Nehemiah

SHEEP GATE
MUSTER GATE

IDRON

SOUTHWEST

House of the Mighty Men
RIDGE

CITY OF DAVID

FOUNTAIN GATE

KING’S
GARDEN

g DUNG GATE

Bible History Online

(2) DESCRIPTION OF THE WALLS, BASED ON DA’AT MIKRA (CRED: R’

MORDECHAI TORCZYNER)

3:1-2 - Shaar haTzon - Northeast corner of the original wall, near the Beit haMikdash
3:3-5 - Shaar haDagim - Northeast corner of the new wall of the expanded city
3:6-12 - Shaar haYeshanah - Northwest corner of the old wall

3:13 - Shaar haGai - Southwest corner

3:14 - Shaar ha’Ashpot - Southeast corner

3:15-25 - Shaar ha’Ayin - Eastern wall (southern portion)

3:26-27 - Shaar haMayim - Eastern wall (central portion)

3:28-32 - Shaar haSusim - Fastern wall (northern portion, near the Beit haMikdash)
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(3) DA’AT MIKRA ATLAS, P. 317
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Abba Shaul says: There wete two ponds [bitzin] on the Mount of Olives [ Har HaMishha], a
lower pond and an upper pond. The lower pond was consecrated during the time of the First

Temple with all the procedures mentioned in the mishna, and it has the sanctity of Jerusalem for all
purposes. By contrast, the upper pond was not consecrated with all these procedures, but rather it was
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consecrated by those who returned from the exile in Babylonia, without a king and without the Urim
VeTummim...

DY WA N A0 AT DY 09 ARIY 390 3307197 147

Given that they could not consecrate the upper pond, why did they bring it within the walls of the city?
The Gemara answers: Because it was a weak point [zurpa] of Jerusalem and it would have been easy
to conquer the city from there, it became necessary to include it within the wall.

(5) R’"HAYYIM ANGEL, “THE LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NAME
LISTS IN EZRA-NEHEMIAH,” JBL 35:3 (2007), P 148

Perhaps the people enumerated are the foremen of the various sections of the walls; one need not conclude
that so few actually participated in the construction works. However, it appears more likely that the list gives
the impression of fullness (like Ezra 2 and 10), but in fact demonstrates that one could count the small
number of participants. Consistent with his line of interpretation of Ezra 10 (noted above), Mordechai Zer-
Kavod (on Neh. 3:38) concludes from this list that most Jews did not participate in the rebuilding of the
walls. This is why several volunteers were forced to build two sections of the wall — there were not enough
participants to cover every section.

(6) R’ TZVISINENSKY, “BUILDING AND SECURING JERUSALEM'S WALLS”

Despite Nechemia’s overall success, there appears to have been a degree of internal opposition to the
construction within the community. Few of the families that had made a/ya (i.e., those listed in Ezra chapter
2 and Nechemia chapter 7) are included among those who worked on the walls. This raises the possibility that
many of the non-Jerusalem families saw the wall as none of their business, even objectionable. After all, the
project was likely to generate additional resentment among the Jews’ foes, who, for instance, might no
longer engage in commerce with the Jewish community (see Necheria 10:32).
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THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING

(7) NECHEMIAH 3:1-32

(1) Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the
priests, and they built the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up
its doors; even to the tower of Hammeah they sanctified it, to the
tower of Hananel. (2) Next to him the men of Jericho built. Next
to them Zaccur the son of Imri built. (3) The fish gate the sons of
Hassenaah built; they laid its beams, and set up its doors, its bolts,
and its bars. (4) Next to them Meremoth the son of Uriah, the son
of Hakkoz repaired. Next to them Meshullam the son of
Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel repaired. Next to them Zadok
the son of Baana repaired. (5) Next to them the Tekoites repaired;
but their nobles didn't put their necks to the work of their lord. (6)
Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah
repaired the old gate; they laid its beams, and set up its doors, and
its bolts, and its bars. (7) Next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite,
and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah
repaired that which appertained to the throne of the governor
beyond the River. (8) Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah,
goldsmiths, repaired. Next to him Hananiah one of the perfumers
repaired, and they fortified Jerusalem even to the broad wall. (9)
Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of half the
district of Jerusalem, repaired. (10) Next to them Jedaiah the son
of Harumaph repaired over against his house. Next to him
Hattush the son of Hashabneiah repaired. (11) Malchijah the son
of Harim, and Hasshub the son of Pahathmoab, repaired another
portion, and the tower of the furnaces. (12) Next to him Shallum
the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of half the district of Jerusalem,
repaired, he and his daughters. (13) Hanun and the inhabitants of
Zanoah repaired the valley gate; they built it, and set up its doors,
its bolts, and its bars, and one thousand cubits of the wall to the
dung gate. (14) Malchijah the son of Rechab, the ruler of the
district of Beth Haccherem repaired the dung gate; he built it, and
set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars. (15) Shallun the son of
Colhozeh, the ruler of the district of Mizpah repaired the spring
gate; he built it, and covered it, and set up its doors, its bolts, and
its bars, and the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king's garden,
even to the stairs that go down from the city of David. (16) After
him Nechemyah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of half the district of
Beth Zur, repaired to the place over against the tombs of David,
and to the pool that was made, and to the house of the mighty
men. (17) After him the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani repaired.
Next to him Hashabiah, the ruler of half the district of Keilah,
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repaired for his district. (18) After him their brothers, Bavvai the
son of Henadad, the ruler of half the district of Keilah, repaired.
(19) Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah,
repaired another portion, over against the ascent to the armory at
the turning of the wall. (20) After him Baruch the son of Zabbai
earnestly repaired another portion, from the turning of the wall to
the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. (21) After him
Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz repaired another
portion, from the door of the house of Eliashib even to the end of
the house of Eliashib. (22) After him the priests, the men of the
Plain, repaired. (23) After them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired
over against their house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah
the son of Ananiah repaired beside his own house. (24) After him
Binnui the son of Henadad repaired another portion, from the
house of Azariah to the turning of the wall, and to the corner. (25)
Palal the son of Uzai repaired over against the turning of the wall,
and the tower that stands out from the upper house of the king,
which is by the court of the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of
Parosh. (26) Now the Nethinim lived in Ophel, to the place over
against the water gate toward the east, and the tower that stands
out. (27) After him the Tekoites repaired another portion, over
against the great tower that stands out, and to the wall of Ophel.
(28) Above the horse gate the priests repaired, everyone over
against his own house. (29) After them Zadok the son of Immer
repaired over against his own house. After him Shemaiah the son
of Shecaniah, the keeper of the east gate repaired. (30) After him
Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth son of
Zalaph, repaired another portion. After him Meshullam the son of
Berechiah repaired over against his chamber. (31) After him
Malchijah one of the goldsmiths repaired to the house of the
Nethinim, and of the merchants, over against the gate of
Hammiphkad, and to the ascent of the corner. (32) Between the
ascent of the corner and the sheep gate the goldsmiths and the
merchants repaired.
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(8)

R’ DOV ZAKHEIM, NEHEMIAH: STATESMAN AND SAGE, P. 78

Nehemiah’s political acumen was evident throughout. He accorded the leading priests, foremost among
them Eliashiv the High Priest, their due respect by linking their task to their religious stature. They were the
first to begin the work, and they were assigned the construction of the Sheep Gate. Eliashiv apparently
supported the construction despite also consorting with Nehemiah’s enemy, Tobiah (Neh. 13:4). The two
issues were not necessarily linked, however: Eliashiv may have disapproved of Nehemiah’s policy of
excluding the Samaritans [sic], even as he supported the reconstruction policy.
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(9) EZRA 10:6
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(6) Then Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went into the chamber of Jehohanan the son of
Eliashib, and when he came there, he ate no bread, nor drank water; for he mourned because of the trespass
of those of the captivity.

(10) NECHEMIAH 13:4
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(4) Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house of our God,
was allied to Tobiah.

(11) RALBAG NECHEMIAH 3:1
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It says that they sanctified it, meaning that they prepared it, because they built the wall from the right and
the left and set up the doors of that gate.

(12) DA’AT MIKRA NECHEMIAH 3:1
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He added to the border of the city from the before the destruction, and therefore needed to sanctify it:
“They sanctified it.”

(13) MALBIM NECHEMIAH 3:4
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It appears that wherever it says “built” the wall had already collapsed, and they needed to build it anew, and
wherever it says “strengthened” it needed only strengthening of the old wall, and sealing of the gaps.

(14) RASHI NECHEMIAH 3:5
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They did not assist in Gd’s construction, to build the wall of the city.

(15) R’ DOV ZAKHEIM, NEHEMIAH: STATESMAN AND SAGE, P. 83

In contrast to the destitute ordinary townsfolk, the nobles of Tekoa had a vested interest in a politically
weak Jewish leadership, and more generally, in the preservation of the status quo, of which they were the
prime beneficiaries.

(16) DA’AT MIKRA NECHEMIAH 3:5
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“And their mighty ones” — the holders of great flocks, and the young shepherds worked for the mighty
ones. The text praises the mighty ones, who did not place the necks of the young ones in the yoke of their
service, but rather they let them help with the repair of the wall.

(17) MALBIM NECHEMIAH 3:27
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The “Ophel” was a special fortress which stands extended from the great tower which comes out of the
king’s palace.

(18) YERUSHALMI KIDDUSHIN 4:1
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Immediately, David stood and distanced them, as Shemuel II 21:2 says, “And the Givonim were not of the
Jews.” Ezra also distanced them, as it says, “And the Netinim dwelled in the Ophel.” In the future, too, Gd
will distance them, as Yechezkel 48:19 says, “And the ones who serve in the city will work [that land].”

(19) DA’AT MIKRA NECHEMIAH 3:24 N. 63
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Many have believed this was redundant language. Their mistake is that they think the meaning of pinah is
only “corner”, as listed in dictionaries. But anyone who examines Tanach will be shown that this is not the
original definition, but a place which is elevated above other places. Thus “rosh pinah” in Psalms 118:22...

THE FIRST OPPOSITION

(20) NECHEMIAH 3:33-38

(33) But it happened that when Sanballat heard that we were
building the wall, he was angry, and took great indignation, and
mocked the Jews. (34) He spoke before his brothers and the army
of Samaria, and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they
fortify themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they make an end in a
day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish,
seeing they are burned?" (35) Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by
him, and he said, "Even that which they are building, if a fox go
up, he shall break down their stone wall." (36) "Hear, our God for
we are despised; and turn back their reproach on their own head,
and give them up for a spoil in a land of captivity. (37) And don't
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cover their iniquity, and don't let their sin be blotted out from
before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the

builders." (38) So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined
together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
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(21) DA’AT MIKRA NECHEMIAH 3:34
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(22) EIKHA 5:18
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(18) over Mount Zion that is desolate; jackals trample on it.

(23) SHOFTIM 15:4
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(4) Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and he took firebrands and turned tail to tail, and he put a
tirebrand in the midst between every two tails.
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On another occasion they were ascending to Jerusalem after the destruction of the Temple. When
they arrived at Mount Scopus and saw the site of the Temple, they rent their garments in mourning, in
keeping with halakhic practice. When they arrived at the Temple Mount, they saw a fox that emerged
from the site of the Holy of Holies. They began weeping, and Rabbi Akiva was laughing.

(25) R’ DOV ZAKHEIM, NEHEMIAH: STATESMAN AND SAGE, P. 89

His problem, however, was that Nehemiah was a royal official who was ostensibly on a mission from the
king. For that reason, he could not openly take up arms against Nehemiah. Instead, Sanballat initially
resorted to a form of psychological warfare... Sanballat delivered this address to his followers — the “force”
being a body of irregular troops — within earshot of the Jewish workers in order both to intimidate them and
to arouse doubts about the likelihood that the wall could be completed in a timely fashion.
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FURTHER READING

https://outorah.org/p/5679

https://ijewishaction.com/jewish-world /israel/king davids tomb a different perspective

https:/ /etzion.org.il/en/tanakh /ketuvim/sefer-nechemia/nechemia-chapters-34-building-and-securing-

jerusalems-walls
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