Rabbi Ya'akov Trump
TIMELY TORAH

PUT SEDER IN YOUR SEDER . W
Sunday April 10 @ 8:00 am \@

In Person: Annette Adler
Young Adult Beit Medrash

Zoom ID: 961 8928 8337
Passcode: yilctorah

Sunday April 10*

This shiur is kindly sponsored by the following people:
Marc Berlin in memory of his mother's 5th yahrzeit

Judith Berlin, Yehudit bat Eliezer, a"h

and
Shandy and Elliot Horowitz in memory Elliot’s primary Torah Mentors Morah
Nechama Leibowitz A"H (5 Nissan) and Rav Aharon Kreiser (12 Nissan)
and
Karen and Michael Rosenbloom on the yahrzeit of Karen's father
Julius Sand, Yehuda ben Meir, a"h.
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Chametz and Matza
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The Fateful Night at the Barn

Derech Emunah, Rav Chaim Kanievsky
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The “Place” of H’
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The Key to Redemption
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Every Generation

Imrei Shefer
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The Fifth Son

BY the grace of g-d

11th of Nissan, 5717

[April 12, 19571

Brooklyw, N.Y.

qreeting and Blessing:

The Festival of Pesach is inaugurated by the central theme: “Whewn thy son will ask thee,”
and the Haggadah is based on the commandment of the Torah: “Then shalt thow tell thy

sow.”

There are various ways of asking gquestions and formulating the answers, depending
wpon whether the son belongs to the category of the “Wise,” the “Wicked,” the “Simple,” or
“The one Who Kinows Not How to Ask.”
while the “Four Sons” differ from one another in their reaction to the Seder service, they
have one thing in common: they are all present at the Seder service. Even the so-called
“Wicked” son is there, taking an active, though rebellious, tnterest in what is going on in

Jewish life around him. This, at least, justifies the hope that someday also the “wicked”
one Will become wise, and all Jewish children attending the Seder will become
consclentious, Torah-and-Mitzvoth-observing Jews.
Unfortunately, there is, in our time of confusion and obscurity, another kind of a Jewish
child: the child who is conspicuous by his absence from the Seder service; the one who has
no interest whatsoever tn Torah and Mitzvoth, laws and customs; who Ls not even aware
of the Seder-shel-Pesach, of the EBxodus from Egypt and the subsequent Revelation at
Sinat.
This presents a grave challenge, which shoula command our attention long
before Passover and the Seder night. For no Jewish chila should be forgotten ana given wp.
We must make every effort to save also that “lost” child, and bring the absentee to the
Seder table. Determined to do so, and driven by a deep sense of compassion and
responsibility, we need have no fear of failure.
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(n order to remedy an undesirable situation of any kind, it is necessary to attack the
roots of the evil. The same Ls true in this case.

The regrettable truth is that the blame for the above-mentioned “lost generation” Lies
squarely ow the shoulders of the parents.

(t is the result of an ervoneous psychology and misguided policy on the part of some
bmmigrants arriving in a new and strange environment. Finding themselves a small
minority and encountering certain difficulties, which are largely unavoidable in all
cases of resettlement, some parents had the mistaken notion, which they injected also into
their children, that the way to overcome these difficulties is to become quickly assimilated
with the new environment, by discarding the heritage of their forefathers and
abandoning the Jewish way of life. Finding the ensuing process somewhat distasteful, as
such a course is bound to be full of spiritual conflict, some parents were resolved that their
children would be spared the conflict altogether. n order to justify their desertion anol
appease their injured conscience, it was necessary for them to devise some rationale, anol
they deluded themselves, and deluded their children, by the claim that in their new
surroundings the Jewish way of Life, with the observance of the Torah and Mitzvoth, did
wot fit. They looked for, and therefore also “found,” faults with the true Jewish way of life,
while in their non-jewish environment everything seemed to them only good and
attractive.

BY this attitude the said parents hoped to assure their children’s existence and survival in
the new environment. But what Rind of existence is it, if e\/ergthiwg sp'Lr'LtvLaL and holy s
traded for the material? what Rind of survival is it, if it means the sacrifice of the Soul
for the amenities of the body?

Moreover, in their retreat from Yiddishkeit, they turned what they thought was an “escape
to freedom” into an escape to servitude, pathetically trying to bmitate the non-jewish
environment, failing to see that such imitation, by its caricature and inferiority
complex, can only call forth mockery and derision, and can only offend the sensibilities
of those whose respect and acceptance they are so desperately trying to win.

The sawme false approach to the minority problem, whereby the misguided minority seeks
to ensure its existence by self-dissolution, which essentially means suicide, or, at any
rate, self-crippling, has dominated not only individuals, but unfortunately has been
made the creed of certain groups thrown together by a set of circumstances. This gave rise
to certain dissident movements on the Jewish scene, which either openly or by subterfuge
seek to undermine the Torah which Moses commanded us, as he received it from the

owne G-d, and transmitted it to our people; the Pivine Torah which gives owr people its
unigue and distinctive character among the nations of the world. verily, these
movements, while differing from each other, have one underlying ideology in commeon,
that of “We will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and
stone.” (Ezekiel 20:232)

The dire consequences of this utterly false approach were that thousands upon thousands
of Jews have been removed from their fountain of Life, from their fellow Jews and from
their true faith. Deprived of spiritual Life and content, there grew up children who no
Longer belong to the “Four Sons” of the Haggadah, not even in the category of the
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“wicked” one. They are almost a total Loss to themselves and to their fellow Jews and true
Yiddishkeit, which are inseparable.

The event of the Exodus from Bgypt and the Festival of Passover ave timely reminders,
among other things, that not in an attempt to imitate the environment Lies the hope for
survival, deliverance and freedom, but rather in the unswerving loyalty to our traditions
and true Jewish way of life.

Our ancestors in Egypt were a small minority, and lived in the most difficult
cireumstances. Yet, as our Sages relate, they preserved their identity and, with pride and
dignity, tenaciously clung to their way of life, traditions and distinct uniqueness;
precisely in this way was their existence assured, as also their true deliverance from
slavery, physieal and spiritual.

t is one of the vital tasks of our timee to exert all possible effort to awaken in the young
generation, as also in those who are advanced in years but still immature in deeper
understanding, a fuller appreciation of the true Jewish values, of Torah-true Yiddishkeit,
a full and genuine Yiddishkeit; not of that which goes under a false Label of
misrepresented, compromised, or watered-down “Judaism,” whatever the trademark.
Together with this appreciation will come the realization that only true Yiddishkeit can
guarantee the existence of the individual, of each and every Jew, at any time, in any
place, and under any circumstances.

There is nwo room for hopelessness in Jewish Life, and no Jew should ever be given up as a
lost cause. Through the proper compassionate approach of Ahavas Yisroel, even those of the
“Lost” generation can be brought back to the love of G-d (Ahavas Hashem) and Love of the
Torah (Ahavas HaTorah), and not only be included in the community of the “Four
Sowns,” but in due course be elevated to the rank of the “Wise” son.

May G-d grant that all sons and daughters of (srael be gathered together at the same
table of the Seder service, to celebrate the Festival of Passover in its true spirit anad
manner, tw accordance with “the testimontes, statutes, and Laws whiteh G-d our g-d
commanded us.”

May the gathering also of those “lost tribes of lsrael,” and their assembly at the Seder
table, hasten the beginning of the true and complete Redemption of our people, through
our righteous Moshiach, speedily in our time.

With the blessing of a Kosher and Happy Pesach,

1. Rabbi Riskin Hagadah
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Four Children, Four Generations

According to a delightful interpretation ascribed to the former
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneersohn (1880-1950),
the Four Children represent the four generations of the American
experience. The Wise Child represents the European roots, the
generation of the grandparents who came to America with beard
and earlocks, dressed in streimel and kapote, steeped in piety, with
a love for learning and profound knowledge of the Jewish tradition.

Their progeny (the Wicked Child), brought up within the
American “melting pot,” rejected his parent’s customs and ways of

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump
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thought. He thought of himself as being in a new country with new
ways of thinking and acting. To him, the parents were terribly old-
fashioned and a bit foolish for not immediately adopting the new
ways, which seemed more easygoing and profitable. Turning his
back on the glories of the Jewish tradition, this child often became
successful in business but was cynical in his outlook.

The third generation, the Simple Child is confused. He watched
his grandfather making Kiddush on Friday night and his father
standing by silently, perhaps resentfully, impatient to prepare for
business on Saturday morning. The memory of this grandfather,
though strong at one time, is fading, and so the confused Simple
Child can only ask “nx1 73,” caught as he is in the conflict between
his grandfather and his father.

The fourth generation, the Child Who Does Not Know How to
Ask, offspring of the Simple Child, is the greatest tragedy of all. He
was born after his great-grandparents had died. He knows only his
totally assimilated grandfather, the rasha, and his religiously con-
fused father. He does not even know how to ask questions. This is
our mute American generation, the generation of the child who
thought it was someone’s birthday when she saw her great-
grandmother lighting the festival candles. The only time this child
had seen candles being lit was on birthdays. She did not even know
how to ask. We are now being challenged to open our great heri-
tage to this generation which lost it without ever knowing what it
had possessed.®

There is also a fifth generation, which is merely hinted at in the
Haggadah. This generation is so far removed from Judaism that it
does not even know it is Passover. No matter what we say about the
Wicked Child, at least he is at the Seder. The One Who Does Not
Know How to Ask somehow stumbled upon a Seder even if he
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finds it rather incomprehensible. But that fifth generation, which is
rapidly becoming the dominant Jewish generation in America, is
not here at all. When we open the door for Elijah the prophet, we
must hold the door open for every Jew who has not yet come in.
And then perhaps not only the fifth generation but the prophet

Elijah too will come in ““to restore the hearts of the children to the
parents and the hearts of the parents to the children™ (Mal.
3:24). And only when the door is held wide open, only when we
learn to speak to those fifth-generation children, only when we re-
store all of them to their lost heritage, shall we be privileged to
usher in complete redemption.

Leaning like the Romans
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Yxni n2'ona We lean on the left side when we drink the Four Cups and eat the
matzah, acéording to the Talmud, because of a hygienic reason: not to choke
on our food. But beyond that, scholars suggest other dimensions. The leanin

is a symbol of aristocracy and freedom. But this is puzzling; Why adopt for our
Jewish religious purposes a form or posture that was unique to the Romans of
two thousand years ago? Why retain this fossilized Roman custom when we
have so many beautiful Jewish customs? The answer, I suggest, lies in irony.

Why is our Seder lacking and incomplete today? Why do we not observe the

Passover sacrifice which was the center of our Seder i

n the days of indepen-
denc

e? Why are we today in exile? It is because the Romans of two thousand
years ago destroyed the Temple. But we shall not allow that destruction to
rob us of our authenticity and undo us as a people. And so, today, we practice
that very Roman symbol of freedom, the inclining on the left side. We adopt
the Roman posture of leisure — and we thereby celebrate zekher le-Mikdash,

remembering everything that occurred in the Temple, while they, the Romans
who ravaged the Temple, are no longer in existence!
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