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12) Use of a Microphone on Shabbat, Rav Shaul Yisraeli, pp. 12-13

Therefore, applying the preceding discussion to the case of the microphone, which is set before Shabbat, without the need for any
manual intervention, and, optimally, where the controls are locked and inaccessable during Shabbat, we may conclude that the
reason of mar'it ayin is not applicable, as the use of automatic timers is common today and hence the operation of the microphone is
similar to the chiming of the chime clock. This is the reason that we permit the use of Shabbat clocks to control home lighting, even
though it appears to have been turned on or off on Shabbat.

The reason of "mundane activity" is equally inapplicable, as we have demonstrated that this applies only to extreme levels of noise
which can be deemed inherently inappropriate to Shabbat. It must be noted that our discussion of this problem is predicated on the
assumption that there is no forbidden category of melacha involved in the act of speaking into a microphone, based on the accepted
permissibility of the use of a hearing aid on Shabbat (Igrot Moshe 4,85 and other authorities).

My discussion therefore dealt only with the problem of noisy machines, by analogy with the case of the water mill.

This argument in favor of use of the microphone is strengthened if we limit the use to mitzva purposes, such as the study of Torah,
so that it can surely not be seen as interfering with the peace and sanctity of Shabbat; on the contrary, this would constitute a
contribution to the proper sanctity of Shabbat. To this should be added the argument presented in the beginning of the article that
mitzva purposes might meet the criterion of the Rama, who permitted noisy machinery in cases of financial loss.

This is my opinion, and I present it to the community of Torah scholars to examine and respond in order to reach a practical
halachic conclusion.
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