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1. TB Megillah 16a 
 הצָימִקְ תוֹכלְהִ וּהלְ יוֵחְמַוּ הּימֵּקַ ןנַבָּרַ יבִתְיָדְּ הּיחֵכְּשְׁאַ לזַאֲ .״סוּסּהַ תאֶוְ שׁוּבלְּהַ תאֶ ןמָהָ חקַּיִּוַ״
 יאהַ :ןנַבָּרַלְ וּהלְ רמַאֲ .תתַרְימִ ,הּידֵיבִּ דחַימֵ איָסְוּסוְ הּילֵבְקִלְ קיפֵּאַדְּ יכַדְּרְמָ הּייֵזְחַדְּ ןוָיכֵּ ,ןנַבָּרַלְ
 יכַדְּרְמָ ףטֵּעַתְנִ אתָּעְשַׁ איהִהָבְּ .וֹתּלְחַגַבְּ וּוכָּתִּ אלָ ידִּ הּימֵּקַּמִ וּליזִ יתֵאָ אקָ ישַׁפְנַ לטַקְימִלְ אעָישִּׁרַ
  .הּיתֵוֹלצְלִ יכַדֳּרְמָ קילֵּסַדְּ דעַ ךְירֵוֹאוְ וּהייְמַּקַ הּילֵ ביתֵיוִ ןמָהָ אתָאֲ ,אתָוֹלצְלִ הּילֵ םקָוְ

The Gemara describes what occurred as Haman went to follow the king’s orders, as 
the verse states: “Then Haman took the apparel and the horse” (Esther 6:11). 
When he went, he found Mordecai as the Sages were sitting before him, and he 
was demonstrating to them the halakhot of the handful, i.e., the scooping out of a 
handful of flour from the meal-offering in order to burn it on the altar. Once 
Mordecai saw him coming toward him with his horse’s reins held in his hands, 
he became frightened, and he said to the Sages: This evil man has come to kill 
me. Go away from him so that you should not get burnt from his coals, i.e., that 
you should not suffer harm as well. At that moment Mordecai wrapped himself in 
his prayer shawl and stood up to pray. Haman came over to where they were and 
sat down before them and waited until Mordecai finished his prayer.  

 ילֵמְ יתֵייְמַ החָנְמִ בדֵּנַמְדִּ ןאמַ ,םייָּקַ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵּשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּ :הּילֵ וּרמַאֲ ?וּתיקִסְעָ יאמַבְּ :וּהלְ רמַאֲ
 ירֵכְּכַּ יפֵלְאַ הרָשְׂעַ יחֵדָוְ וּכדְידִּ אחָמְקִ יצֵמְוּק ילֵמְ אתָאֲ :וּהלְ רמַאֲ .הּילֵ רפַּכַּתְמִוּ אתָּלְוּסדְּ הּיצֵמְוּק
  ?ימִלְ םיסִכָנְוּ ימִלְ דבֶעֶ ,םיסִכָנְ הנָקָּשֶׁ דבֶעֶ ,עשָׁרָ :הּילֵ רמַאֲ .ידִידִּ אפָּסְכַ
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In the interim, as he waited, Haman said to the other Sages: With what were you 
occupied? They said to him: When the Temple is standing, one who pledges a 
meal-offering would bring a handful of fine flour and achieve atonement with it. 
He said to them: Your handful of fine flour has come and cast aside my ten 
thousand pieces of silver, which I had pledged toward the destruction of the Jewish 
people. When Mordecai finished praying, he said to Haman: Wicked man, when a 
slave buys property, to whom belongs the slave and to whom belongs the 
property? As I once bought you as a slave, what silver can be yours?  
 

 
2. Rashi, ad loc.  

 :רמועה תפונת םוי אוה היה ןסינב רשע הששו םוי לש ונינעב שרוד - הצימק תוכלה
 

3. Vayikra 2:1 
  ׃הנָֽבֹלְ הָילֶ֖עָ ןתַ֥נָוְ ןמֶשֶׁ֔ הָ֙ילֶ֨עָ קצַ֤יָוְ וֹנ֑בָּרְקָ ה֣יֶהְיִ תלֶסֹ֖ הוָ֔הילַֽ ה֙חָנְמִ ןבַּ֤רְקָ בירִ֞קְתַ־יכִּֽ שׁפֶנֶ֗וְ

When a person presents an offering of meal to הוהי : The offering shall be of choice flour; the 
offerer shall pour oil upon it, lay frankincense on it, 

 
4.  TB, Menachos 104b  

 איבהל וכרד ימ אוה ךורב שודקה רמא שפנ הב רמאנש החנמ תינתשנ המ ינפמ קחצי 'ר רמא
  ינפל ושפנ בירקה וליאכ וילע ינא הלעמ ינע החנמ

The Gemara cites another comment about the fact that the Torah introduces the 
voluntary meal offering by emphasizing that it is brought by an individual. Rabbi 
Yitzḥak says: For what reason is the meal offering different from other offerings in 
that the term “an individual [nefesh]” is stated with regard to it? The Holy One, 
Blessed be He, said: Whose practice is it to bring a meal offering? It is that of a 
poor individual; and I will ascribe him credit as if he offered up his soul [nafsho] 
in front of Me. 

 
 

Theory 1: Tzedakah as a Kapara 
5. Menachos 97a 

 וכרא הובג תומא שלש ץע חבזמה )בכ ,אמ לאקזחי( רמאנש ץע היירק אנמחרד ןחלוש ינאש
  'ה ינפל רשא ןחלושה הז ילא רבדיו ץע ויתוריקו וכראו ול תועצקמו תומא םיתש

The Gemara answers: The Table is different, because the Merciful One called it 
wood, as it is stated: “The altar was of wood, three cubits high, and its length 
two cubits, and so its corners; and its length, and its walls were also of wood, 
and he said to me: This is the Table that is before the Lord” (Ezekiel 41:22). This 
verse is referring to the shewbread Table, and it describes it as being made of wood, 
even though the wood was not visible. This indicates that its status is like that of all 
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wooden vessels, which are not susceptible to impurity unless they are carried both 
when empty and when full.  

 חבזמ םייק שדקמה תיבש ןמזב והייורת ירמאד רזעלא 'רו ןנחוי 'ר ןחלושב םייסו חבזמב חתפ
  :וילע רפכמ םדא לש ונחלוש םייק שדקמה תיב ןיאש וישכעו םדא לע רפכמ

The Gemara challenges: Why does the verse begin with the word “altar” and 
conclude with the word “Table,” even though both terms are referring to the same 
item? Rabbi Yoḥanan and Rabbi Elazar both say the following interpretation: When 
the Temple is standing, the altar effects atonement for the transgressions of a 
person, but now that the Temple is not standing, a person’s table effects 
atonement for his transgressions, if he provides for the poor and needy from the 
food on his table. 
 

 
Proof: 

6. TB Sukkah 49b 
 רחָבְנִ טפָּשְׁמִוּ הקָדָצְ השֹׂעֲ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,תוֹנבָּרְקָּהַ לׇכּמִ רתֵוֹי הקָדָצְ השֶׂוֹעהָ לוֹדגָּ :רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַ רמַאָ
ּזמִ ׳הלַ  םכֶלָ וּערְזִ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הקָדָצְּהַ ןמִ רתֵוֹי םידִסָחֲ תוּלימִגְּ הלָוֹדגְּ :רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַ רמַאָוְ .״חבַָ
  .לכֵוֹא יאדַּוַ — רצֵוֹק םדָאָ ,לכֵוֹא וֹניאֵ קפֵסָ לכֵוֹא קפֵסָ — עַרֵוֹז םדָאָ םאִ .״דסֶחֶ יפִלְ וּרצְקִוְ הקָדָצְלִ

§ Rabbi Elazar said: One who performs acts of charity is greater than one who 
sacrifices all types of offerings, as it is stated: “To perform charity and justice is 
more acceptable to the Lord than an offering” (Proverbs 21:3), including all types 
of offerings. And Rabbi Elazar said: Acts of kindness, assisting someone in need, 
are greater than charity, as it is stated: “Sow to yourselves according to charity, 
and reap according to kindness” (Hosea 10:12). This means: If a person sows, it is 
uncertain whether he will eat or whether he will not eat, since much can go wrong 
before the seed becomes food. However, if a person reaps, he certainly eats. In this 
verse, charity is likened to sowing, while acts of kindness are likened to reaping. 

 
 Apiryon: In the absence of the Beis Hamikdash we no longer have korbanos, instead we share 
of our table to the poor. 

7. TB Bava Basra 10a 
 אוּה םייִּנִעֲ בהֵוֹא םכֶיהֵֹלאֱ םאִ ךָלְ רמַוֹלוְ ךָבְישִׁהֲלַ ןידִּהַ לעַבַלְ וֹל שׁיֵ רמֵוֹא ריאִמֵ יבִּרַ היָהָ איָנְתַּ
 לאַשָׁ הלָאֵשְׁ וֹזוְ םנָּהִיגֵּ לשֶׁ הּנָידִּמִ ןהֶבָּ וּנאָ לוֹצּינִּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ וֹל רוֹמאֱ ןסָנְרְפַמְ וֹניאֵ המָ ינֵפְּמִ
 רמַאָ םסָנְרְפַמְ וֹניאֵ המָ ינֵפְּמִ אוּה םייִּנִעֲ בהֵוֹא םכֶיהֵֹלאֱ םאִ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ תאֶ עשָׁרָהָ סוּפוּרסְוּנרָוֹט
  םנָּהִיגֵּ לשֶׁ הּנָידִּמִ ןהֶבָּ וּנאָ לוֹצּינִּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ וֹל

§ It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir would say: An opponent may bring an 
argument against you and say to you: If your God loves the poor, for what reason 
does He not support them Himself? In such a case, say to him: He commands us to 
act as His agents in sustaining the poor, so that through them we will be credited 
with the performance of mitzvot and therefore be saved from the judgment of 
Gehenna. And this is the question that Turnus Rufus the wicked asked Rabbi 
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Akiva: If your God loves the poor, for what reason does He not support them 
Himself? Rabbi Akiva said to him: He commands us to sustain the poor, so that 
through them and the charity we give them we will be saved from the judgment of 
Gehenna.  

 םדָוָ רשָׂבָּ ךְלֶמֶלְ המֶוֹדּ רבָדָּהַ המָלְ לשָׁמָ ךָלְ לוֹשׁמְאֶ םנָּהִיגֵלְ ןתָּבְייַּחַמְּשֶׁ וֹז ]הבָּרַדְּאַ[ וֹל רמַאָ
 דחָאֶ םדָאָ ךְלַהָוְ וֹתוֹקשְׁהַלְ אֹלּשֶׁוְ וֹליכִאֲהַלְ אֹלּשֶׁ וילָעָ הוָּצִוְ ןירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵבְּ וֹשׁבָחֲוַ וֹדּבְעַ לעַ סעַכָּשֶׁ
 לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְ ילִ יכִּ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ םידִבָעֲ ןיִוּרקְ םתֶּאַוְ וילָעָ סעֵוֹכּ אֹל ךְלֶמֶּהַ עמַשָּׁשֶׁכְּ וּהקָשְׁהִוְ וֹליכִאֱהֶוְ
  םידִבָעֲ

Turnus Rufus said to Rabbi Akiva: On the contrary, it is this charity which 
condemns you, the Jewish people, to Gehenna because you give it. I will illustrate 
this to you with a parable. To what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to 
a king of flesh and blood who was angry with his slave and put him in prison 
and ordered that he should not be fed or given to drink. And one person went 
ahead and fed him and gave him to drink. If the king heard about this, would he 
not be angry with that person? And you, after all, are called slaves, as it is stated: 
“For the children of Israel are slaves to Me” (Leviticus 25:55). If God decreed that 
a certain person should be impoverished, one who gives him charity defies the will of 
God.  

 וֹשׁבָחֲוַ וֹנבְּ לעַ סעַכָּשֶׁ םדָוָ רשָׂבָּ ךְלֶמֶלְ המֶוֹדּ רבָדָּהַ המָלְ לשָׁמָ ךָלְ לוֹשׁמְאֶ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ וֹל רמַאָ
 וּהקָשְׁהִוְ וֹליכִאֱהֶוְ דחָאֶ םדָאָ ךְלַהָוְ וֹתוֹקשְׁהַלְ אֹלּשֶׁוְ וֹליכִאֲהַלְ אֹלּשֶׁ וילָעָ הוָּצִוְ ןירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵבְּ
  םכֶיהֵֹלאֱ ׳הלַ םתֶּאַ םינִבָּ ביתִכְדִּ םינִבָּ ןיִוּרקְ ןנַאֲוַ וֹל רגֵּשַׁמְ ןוֹרוֹדּ אֹל ךְלֶמֶּהַ עמַשָּׁשֶׁכְּ

Rabbi Akiva said to Turnus Rufus: I will illustrate the opposite to you with a 
different parable. To what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to a king of 
flesh and blood who was angry with his son and put him in prison and ordered 
that he should not be fed or given to drink. And one person went ahead and fed 
him and gave him to drink. If the king heard about this once his anger abated, 
would he not react by sending that person a gift? And we are called sons, as it is 
written: “You are sons of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 14:1). 

 
8. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Megilah 2:17 

 אלָּאֶ הרָאָפֹמְוּ הלָוֹדגְּ החָמְשִׂ םשָׁ ןיאֵשֶׁ .ויעָרֵלְ תוֹנמָ חַוּלּשִׁבְוּ וֹתדָּעֻסְבִּ תוֹבּרְהַלְּמִ םינִוֹיבְאֶ תוֹנתְּמַבְּ תוֹבּרְהַלְ םדָאָלָ בטָוּמ
 תוֹיחֲהַלְ" )וט זנ היעשי( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ הנָיכִשְּׁלַ המֶוֹדּ וּלּאֵהָ םילִלָמְאֻהָ בלֵ חַמֵּשַׂמְהַשֶׁ .םירִגֵוְ תוֹנמָלְאַוְ םימִוֹתיוִ םייִּנִעֲ בלֵ חַמֵּשַׂלְ
  :"םיאִכָּדְנִ בלֵ תוֹיחֲהַלְוּ םילִפָשְׁ חַוּר

It is preferable for a person to be more liberal with his donations to the poor than to be lavish in 
his preparation of the Purim feast or in sending portions to his friends. For there is no greater and 
more splendid happiness than to gladden the hearts of the poor, the orphans, the widows, and the 
converts. 
One who brings happiness to the hearts of these unfortunate individuals resembles the Divine 
Presence, which Isaiah 57:15 describes as having the tendency "to revive the spirit of the lowly 
and to revive those with broken hearts." 
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Theory 2: The Value of Purpose 
9. Ohr Gedaliyahu, Terumah 

 

 
10. Alan Paton 

“When I go up there, which is my intention, the Big Judge will say to me, Where are your 
wounds? and if I say I haven’t any, he will say, Was there nothing to fight for? I couldn’t 
face that question.” 

 


