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Shemuel, Week 124: 25:1 — Durable Purim / The Death of Shemuel S

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Durable Purim?

1. Talmud Yerushalmi, Megilah 1:5
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Rabbi Yochanan said: The Prophets and the Writings will be canceled; the five books of Torah will not be canceled.

Why? It is written [at Sinai], ‘A great voice, and it did not cease.’

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Megilat Esther and Halachot [mishnah] will also not end. Here the Torah says, ‘A great

voice, and it did not cease,” and there [Megilat Esther] it says, ‘And their memory will not cease from their descendants.’

Regarding Halachot, it says, ‘The world’s leaders [eternal halachof] are His.’

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Megilah 2:18
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All of the books of the Prophets, and all of the Writings, will be annulled in the days of Mashiach. The only exception

is the book of Esther, which will still stand like the five Chumashim and like the laws of the Spoken Torah, which are

never annulled.

Although the memory of the troubles will be annulled, as it is written (Isaiah 65), “For all of the first troubles have been

forgotten, and have been hidden from my eyes,” the days of Purim will not be annulled, as it is written (Esther 9), “And

these days of Purim will not pass from among the Jews, and their memory will not cease from among their descendants.”

3. Raavad, Commentary to Hilchot Megilah 2:18
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This is something which a plain person (possibly: fool) would say. No book from those books will be annulled, for none

of those books lack lessons. They only said that even if other books are no longer read, the communal reading of the

megillah will not halt.

Approach 1: Purim’s Megilah will still have a function
4. Talmud, Megilah 14a
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Many prophets stood for the Jewish people — double the number of Jews who left Egypt! But prophecy which was needed
for the generations was recorded, and prophecy which was not needed was not recorded.

Approach 2: Purim'’s celebration will not blend into that of Mashiach
5. Rabbi Shlomo haKohen of Radomsk, Tiferet Shlomo, Rimzei Purim to Megillah 16b
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This idea is as follows: We find in Zevachim (8 1a-b) and Menachot (22b-23b), “Sacrifices do not cancel each other.”
Hashem gave us Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh and holidays. One might think that if Rosh Chodesh and Shabbat coincide,
the sanctity of Rosh Chodesh would be cancelled by the sanctity of Shabbat, as in truth, the sanctity of Shabbat is very
great, heights above heights. And yet, when Rosh Chodesh and Shabbat coincide we recite musaf of Rosh Chodesh
and include Shabbat with it. This is as explained in the writings of the Ari z”l, that Rosh Chodesh also has a different
stature, level and elevation, not found in Shabbat. And so Purim has a level, height above height, which is not in Shabbat
and Yom Kippur...
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6. Rabbi Shlomo haKohen of Radomsk, Tiferet Shlomo, Likutim Chadashim
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And now we will explain the level of Tzedakah. They said: All of the appointed times will be cancelled, other than Purim,
of which it says, “And these days of Purim,” and other than Yom Kippur, as it says, “An eternal law.” The amazement
is remendous...
For the day on which the mitzvot of this day are performed is remembered forever, standing before Gd. And especially
the mitzvah of tzedakah. The Ari z”l revealed this, that the letters of 71p7% illuminate [internally] forever, as [Tehillim
111:3 and 112:3] says, “His tzedakah stands forever.” And this is the true meaning of, “And these days of Purim will
not pass from among the Jews” “to practice these two days”...

Approach 3: Purim actually predicts Mashiach’s arrival
7. Today: Esther 5:4

8. Tomorrow: Esther 5:8, Shemot 17:9, Esther 5:12, Esther 9:13, Shemot 8:19

Approach 4: We did it
9. Esther 9:27-28

Outline of Perek 25

25:1 The death of Shemuel

25:2-3 Introducing Naval and Avigayil

25:49 Dovid sends his men for support from Naval

25:10-13 Naval humiliates Dovid’s men; Dovid goes on the warpath

25:14-20 Avigayil sets out to deter Dovid’s assault
25:21-35 Avigayil deters Dovid

25:36-42 Naval dies, and Avigayil marries Dovid
25:43-44 Achinoam and Michal and Palti ben Layish

25:1  The death of Shemuel
10. Talmud, Taanit 5b
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“And it was, when Shemuel aged” — Was Shemuel that old2 He was 52, as it is taught, “Death 52 years is the death
of Shemuel of Ramah”! He replied: Rabbi Yochanan said that old age leapt upon him [prematurely]. It says, “I regret
coronating Shaul.” He said, “Master of the Universe! You have equated me with Moshe and Aharon... Moshe and
Aharon did not have their deeds cease in their lifetimes, | should not have my deeds cease in my lifetime!” Gd said,
“What shall | do2 Shemuel will not let Shaul die; if Shemuel would die, then due to his youth people would mock him;
don’t have Shemuel or Shaul die - but the time has arrived for David’s reign, and one reign cannot touch another, even
a hair’s breadth!” Gd said, “I will make him age prematurely...”




Why is Shemuel’s death recorded here?

Radak This is when Shemuel died After Shaul acknowledged David's reign
R’ Yosef Ibn Kaspi | Why Dovid went to Midbar Paran: Shemuel | Shemuel isnt available to consult
Metzudat David Mourner traffic is dangerous
Malbim Why Dovid went to Midbar Paran: Shaul News of anointing is out
Prof. Kil Shaul unleashed
Abarbanel No posthumous honours

Showing Naval’s character
Midrash Shemuel Ignores Shemuel’s death
R’ Yosef Kara Why Dovid escalated with Naval Dovid unleashed

11.Radak to Shemuel | 25:1
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It told of Shemuel’s death, for perhaps Shemuel died at this time when Shaul separated from Dovid, with the fulfillment
of Shemuel’s prophecy while he lived, as even Shaul acknowledged David's reign.

12. Midbar Paran Bereishit 21:21, Bamidbar 10:12, Bamidbar 13:3

13. Midrash Shemuel 23:8

(2:72 OW) "2002 MWYM YR WORY'T Y TR0 LN DRI D" AR 921 D Ih KOR PINR 00127 PR ORI N
12N AW AW AT YWY ,POTY W NN SY 2% DY 1o 17910 237 "R R

“And Shemuel died” — This is said only as it relates to Naval, as it says, “And Shemuel died... And a man was in Maon,

and his business was in Carmel.” Gd said: Everyone is eulogizing and beating their chests for the death of the righteous

one, and this wicked person sits and makes parties!

14. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan Il 43
27°Y219 PTOO0AY U7 2PN 9217 2277001 PRIV 92 Paw ROR 27327 037 1YW 2OVTY 1R PR O
Don't we know his city was Ramah? Rather, [it teaches] that all Israel eulogized him everywhere as they eulogized him

in his city.

15. Midrash, Kohelet Rabbah 7:4
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A person is born and they do not rejoice for him, for they don’t know at what time and with what deeds he will stand,
whether righteous or wicked, good or bad. When he dies, they need to rejoice, for he has left the world with a good
reputation and he has left the world in peace... Shemuel was born and no one noticed, and when he died everyone
noticed, as Shemuel | 25 says, “And Shemuel died, and all Israel eulogized him”... Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachman said:
They gave him back of his own, as it says (Shemuel | 7:16), “And he went, annually, and he made a circuit o Beit El,
etc.”

16. Midrash Shemuel 23:8
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But what did David say? | will kill or be killed, pursue or be pursued. | will go and perform kindness for that righteous

one. Thus Tehillim 13:6 says, “And | have trusted in Your kindness,” teaching that anyone who denies someone else’s

kindness is as though he denies the Essence.



