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Haman Used a Lottery. Who Cares?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

My series on Megillat Esther https://www.yutorah.org/search/2teacher=81072&collection=2683

s 8 2y

Why a Lottery?
1. Appearances 3:7,9:24, 9:26

2. Malbim to Esther 3:7
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This lottery was of the type of lotteries called a pur. This lottery was regularly before Haman, to cast lots with it at all
times. And via this lottery, he cast lots from day to day. The lottery was on the 13 of Nisan (as per 3:12), and certfainly,
Haman wanted to punish the nation of Gd immediately.
He started his lottery from the 14t of Nisan, which was the next day, and it did not work. He again cast lots for the
15t and 16" of Nisan, and the lottery perpetually rejected him, until the end of the days of the month. And when he
reached the next month, he started from the 15 of lyar and the lottery rejected him “from day to day” until the last day,
the 13t of lyar, for the lottery had to fall on one of the days for which it was cast. Hashem designed it to fall on the last
possible day, so that Israel would gain time.
Then Haman thought that perhaps the month would not be successful and he began to cast lots for months. He started
from Nisan, the month he was in, and the lottery did not work. And so the lottery rejected him “from month to month”
until the last month, Adar...
Therefore it said, “From day to day, and from month to month,” the lottery first rejecting him from day to day, and then
from month to month...

3. Talmud, Megilah 13b
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Once the lottery fell on the month of Adar, he rejoiced greatly. He said, “My lot fell on the month when Moshe died!”
And he did not know that Moshe died on the 7t of Adar and he was born on the 7th of Adar.

4. lotteries  Vayikra 16; Bamidbar 26:52-56 and 33:54; Yehoshua 7; Yonah 1

5. Malbim to Yehoshua 18:4
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In truth, Yehoshua knew by tradition the portion of each tribe and where and how its boundary would fall, for Yaakov
and Moshe blessed each tribe according to its land in their blessings...

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 98:2
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“The lottery is cast into the lap (Proverbs 16:33),” refers to the lottery of Yom Kippur, “And from Gd is all of its judgment,”

to know which [goat] is for Gd and which is for the wilderness. Alternatively, ““The lottery is cast into the lap (Proverbs

16:33)," refers to the lottery of the tribes, “And from Gd is all of its judgment,” for Gd agreed with it, to give each one

based on who he was.
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7. Prof. Chaim Tadmor, “Rosh HaShanah”, Encyclopedia Mikrait IV pg. 308
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The holiday of Rosh HaShanah in Babylon was taken as the time for establishing lots for the entire year. In truth, the

casting of lots was arranged twice on the holiday — on the 5t or 6™ of Nisan in the sanctuary of Nebo in Babylon,

called the Palace of the Lots, and a second time on the 11th, after Merodach returned from the house of Akatu.

Understanding Zeresh

8. Malbim to Esther 5:14
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They advised him wisely that he could take revenge against Mordechai and yet it would not be considered beneath his

honour. If he would hang Mordechai only because of his sin of not bowing to him, that would be diminution of his

honour, to fight with a Jew for taking his honour lightly. But sometimes the king orders to hang one of those who rebel

against him, to intimidate the nation... And they hang him on a fall piece of wood, so that the entire nation will see, so

that they will see and fear...

9. Fifty amah Bereishit 6:15, Melachim | 7:2

10. Midrash, Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer 50
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What did Eliyahu, who is remembered for the good, do? He appeared like Charvonah, one of the king's sarisim. He

said to [Achashverosh]: There is a piece of wood in Haman's house, from the Holy of Holies, fifty amah tall, as per

Melachim | 7:6. Inmediately, the king ordered to hang [Haman] on it, as Esther 7:9 says, fulfilling Ezra 6:11.

Review guestions
1) Why does Haman stick with a bad lottery date?
2) Why do we name the holiday for Haman's lottery?
3) Why did Zeresh and Haman’s allies suggest a 50-amah gallows?
4) Why did Haman decide now that killing Mordechai made sense?
5) Why did Zeresh and Haman's allies change their minds after Mordechai’s parade?




