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Parshah Questions: Miketz: A Recurring Dream
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘
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1. Bereishit 41:1
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And it was, at the end of two years, and Pharaoh dreamed
And it was, at the end of two years, and Pharaoh dreams

2. Five approaches

e Don't worry about it (lbn Ezra) And Pharaoh dreamed
e It's the king’s dream (Bereishit Rabbah, Malbim) And Pharaoh dreamed
e It's Pharaoh’s lack of sensitivity (Midrash Sechel Tov) And Pharaoh dreams repeatedly
o It's Pharaoh’s insecurity (Bereishit Rabbah, Netziv) And Pharaoh dreams repeatedly
e It's the Plan (Midrash HaGadol) And Pharaoh dreams repeatedly

3. lbn Ezra to Bereishit 41:1
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He was dreaming. It's like, “And Rivkah was listening (Bereishit 27:5).”

4. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra, Introduction to Commentary to Chumash
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The fourth path is close to the point, and a group has pursued it. This is the path of the sages from the lands of the

Greeks and Romans; they do not look at the balance on the scale, but only depend upon the path of drash, as a good

purchase and light for the eyes. After since midrashim may be found in the books of the early ones, why do these later

ones exhaust us, to write them a second time?

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 89:4
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Do not all creatures dream? But the dream of a king is of the entire world.

6. Malbim to Bereishit 41:1
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The dream of the officers did not aid him [Joseph] at all, but now Pharaoh himself dreamed and this aided him. And the
midrash says...

7. Midrash Sechel Tov, Bereishit 41
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It ought to have said, “And Pharaoh dreamed,” but he dreamed all night, dreaming and waking, and again dreaming
and waking.

8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 89:4
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Rabbi Yochanan said: The wicked stand above their gods, “And Pharaoh dreamed and he was standing upon the
river.” But the righteous, their Gd stands above them, “And behold, Gd stood over him.”

9. Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv), Haameik Davar to Bereishit 41:1
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Pharaoh said: Who stands upon whom? Do | stand upon the river, or does the river stand upon me?

The sages showed, in this text, a second level of intent which is not truly part of the main substance: That Pharaoh
continually dreamed, thinking and wondering about who was the essential cause of the great success Egypt was
experiencing. Was it the king’s success, and because of him the nation and the river succeeded, or the opposite?

10. Midrash haGadol to Bereishit 41:1
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This teaches that throughout those two years, Pharaoh saw the dream every night and did not remember it — until Yosef's
moment to leave the prison arrived, and he woke in the morning and remembered it.

11. Midrash haGadol to Bereishit 41:1
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This teaches that Yosef saw the dream first, and then Pharaoh saw it.



