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Shemuel, Week 139: 27:7-28:2 — King David’s Secret Battles T
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King David’s Role, continued
1. Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1, Lesson 43
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To teach David’s great love for his nation, for even when he fled from Israel and was in the land of the Philistines, he
fought Hashem’s wars against the enemies of Israel, and he eradicated them, keeping none of them alive. And it was
from David’s wisdom that he did this in a way that Achish thought that David was pursuing Jews and killing them, so
that he trusted [David] more, thinking he had turned sour on his people, Israel. And therefore David tried to ensure that
he would not dwell with Achish in the capital.

27:7-12 Dovid raids local tribes, pretending to be attacking the Jews
2. Key verses Shemuel 1 7:2, 13:1 and 29:3

3. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 13
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All of the years of Shemuel the Seer were only 52 and a bit, as it says, “And Eli the Kohen was sitting on the chair...

And she was of bitter spirit...” At that time he was appointed as Shofeit, and it says, “And he was Shofeit over Israel

for forty years,” leaving 13 years... Shemuel died four months before Shaul died [from 27:7]...

4. Talmud, Zevachim 118b
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These 20 years were: 10 years that Shemuel reigned alone, 1 year that Shemuel and Shaul reigned, 2 that Shaul
reigned, and 7 of David...

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 7:2
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But from the day the Aron rested in Kiryat Yearim, a long time passed when Israel did not repent, and this was 20 years.

After that Israel repented from their bad deeds. ..

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 27:8
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It told that David and his men had nothing to eat, and so out of need, they went to the land of the Geshuri, Gerizi and
Amaleki.

7. Radak, Commentary to Divrei haYamim | 22:8
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"You spilled much blood earthward" because there was innocent blood among the blood he had spilled, like that of
Uriah... He was also the cause of the blood of the Kohanim... Also, in the blood of the non-Jews he had spilled, people
who were not at war with him, perhaps there were good and pious people. Still, he was not punished for this, as his
intent was to eradicate the wicked lest they attack the Jews, and to save himself in the land of the Philistines...

8. Radak, Commentary to Shemuel | 27:8
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9. Abarbanel, Commentary to Shemuel | 27:8
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The people Dovid attacked

10. Radak to Yehoshua 12:9
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All of these 31 kings mentioned did not reign over single cities. Rather, each city mentioned was the head of his kingdom,
and he reigned over more cities and villages.

11.Prof. Yehudah Kil, Daat Mikra to Shemuel | pg. 155
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Since they were not careful to destroy Amalek, and the soldiers involved themselves in taking spoils, they did not pay
sufficient attention to destroy Amalek, and they left many of them to flee...

12.The line of Geshur Shemuel Il 3:3, 13:37-38

13.Radak to Shemuel Il 3:3
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They taught a midrash on this that because he was the son of a yefat toar, whom Dovid had taken in war, therefore
Avshalom rebelled against his father. Therefore the portion of the rebellious son is juxtaposed with the yefat foar, to tell
you that anyone who marries such a woman, or a woman who is not suited for him, will have a rebellious son emerge
from him. And the midrash is accurate, for since she was a captive, she was compelled to accept the religion of Israel
but her heart was not with the religion, and the sapling resembled the root.

14. Shoftim 19:22

28:1-2 Achish goes to war against Israel

15. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 28:2
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16. Malbim to Shemuel | 28:1
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Non-comprehensive review questions for Chapter 27

1> Why doesn’t Dovid trust Shaul2

2> Why does Dovid think he will fare better with the Plishtim this time?

3> Why does Dovid want to move out of the capital?

4> How long was Dovid with the Plishtim?

5> Why does Dovid attack Geshur, Amalek and Gezer?

6> Why does Dovid attack anyone?

7> Where did these Amalekites come from, if Shaul destroyed Amalek?
8> Which wife might have come to Dovid from his battles in this chapter?
9> When Achish goes to war against the Jews, does he trust Dovid or not?
10> In general in this chapter, is Dovid acting from a position of weakness, or strength?



