Ingrates & Opportunities: Naval and Avigayil

1. Shmuell, 25:1-3

-YT9D2) DNIW-D2 INIPN--ONINY NN N 1 And Samuel died; and all Israel gathered themselves together,
‘f'\’] T OPN '1)3"13 13'\’33 1'1"137’1 1'7 and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And
]]NQ 22Tn- bzg David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran.

21T WIND) 910722 INYYM 1IN WIN) 3 2 And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in
; DY GPIN) ,DXON-NYOVY JNN D), TN  Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand
.'J)Q‘];DZ_I ,JINS-NIN 13)2 9721 sheep, and a thousand goats; and he was shearing his sheep in
Carmel.

'IV)N'H b’):lN 1J'IV)N D\m 7:1) \’)’N'l D\’)1 ) 3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife
)"\1 'l\’)? \’)’N'n 'INJ'I na9”n 'JDY) n:n\J Abigail; and the woman was of good understanding, and of a
(’3‘73) Nalpja) N1'1’| D’b'))m beautiful form; but the man was churlish and evil in his doings;
and he was of the house of Caleb.

2. Shmuelll, 28:3

'JN'W)’-'JD - 17997 --0ND 5N1)3\’)1 ) 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and
MIAND PO 71N\’)1 ;19°¥2) 1929022 buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put
‘{‘)__Z:{j)g--D’))"]?j NN) away those that divined by a ghost or a familiar spirit out of the
land.
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4. Midrash Shmuel 23:8
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5. Yehoshua 24:29-30

)_W_)iﬁ? nn ,Tl'_-_)_?j_{a DTN NN NN VI 29 it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun,
.ONY ,‘1'\_{_))__’] NXN-12--MIN? TAY ,I-)2  the servant of the LORD, died, being a hundred and ten years old.

NID-NINN ,INZNI 912)2 INN II2P2) 9 30 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
.V))_’Q-'\D? ,)I981 ,029N-ID2 IYN  Timnath-serah, which is in the hill-country of Ephraim, on the
north of the mountain of Gaash.
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7. Phyliss McGinley, Daniel at Breakfast

His paper propped against the electric toaster
(nicely adjusted to his morning use),
Daniel at breakfast studies world disaster
and sips his orange juice.
the words dismay him. headlines shrilly chatter
of famine, storm, death, pestilence, decay.
Daniel is gloomy, reaching for the butter.
he shudders at the way
war stalks the planet still, and men know hunger,
go shelterless, betrayed, may perish soon.
the coffee's weak again. in sudden anger
Daniel throws down his spoon
and broods a moment on the kitchen faucet
the plumber mended, but has mended ill;
recalls tomorrow means a dental visit,
laments the grocery bill.
then having shifted from his human shoulder
the universal woe, he drains his cup
rebukes the weather (surely turning colder),
crumples his napkin up
and, kissing his wife abruptly at the door,
stamps fiercely off to catch the 8:04

8. Shmuel |, 25:4-17
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4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his
sheep.

5 And David sent ten young men, and David said unto the young
men: 'Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in
my name;

6 and thus ye shall say: All hail! and peace be both unto thee,
and peace be to thy house, and peace be unto all that thou hast.

7 And now | have heard that thou hast shearers; thy shepherds
have now been with us, and we did them no hurt, neither was
there aught missing unto them, all the while they were in
Carmel.

8 Ask thy young men, and they will tell thee; wherefore let the
young men find favour in thine eyes; for we come on a good
day; give, | pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thy hand, unto thy
servants, and to thy son David.'

9 And when David's young men came, they spoke to Nabal
according to all those words in the name of David, and ceased.

10 And Nabal answered David's servants, and said: 'Who is
David? and who is the son of Jesse? there are many servants
now-a-days that break away every man from his master;
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11 shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that |
have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men of whom |
know not whence they are?"

12 So David's young men turned on their way, and went back,
and came and told him according to all these words.

13 And David said unto his men: 'Gird ye on every man his
sword.' And they girded on every man his sword; and David also
girded on his sword; and there went up after David about four
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hundred men; and two hundred abode by the baggage.

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying:
'Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute
our master; and he flew upon them.

15 But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt,
neither missed we anything, as long as we went with them,
when we were in the fields;
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16 they were a wall unto us both by night and by day, all the
while we were with them keeping the sheep.

17 Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil
is determined against our master, and against all his house; for
he is such a base fellow, that one cannot speak to him.'

9. Metzudat David, Shmuel |, 25:8
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10. Shmuel 1, 25:37

O-Tam 733)3 1?20 NN '17'3:1 M Y 37 And it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone
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]:le ﬂ"] Nﬁ] died within him, and he became as a stone.
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13. Bereishit 31:40-41 & Shmuel |, 25:16
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40 Thus | was: in the day the drought consumed me, and the
frost by night; and my sleep fled from mine eyes.

41 These twenty years have | been in thy house: | served thee
fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy flock;
and thou hast changed my wages ten times.
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14. Bereishit 31:38-39 & Shmuel I, 25:7
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15. Bereishit 31:22-24 & Shmuel |, 25:38
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16. Midrash Tehillim 14:3

38 These twenty years have | been with thee; thy ewes and thy
she-goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flocks
have | not eaten.

39 That which was torn of beasts | brought not unto thee; | bore
the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen
by day or stolen by night.

7 And now | have heard that thou hast shearers; thy shepherds
have now been with us, and we did them no hurt, neither was
there aught missing unto them, all the while they were in
Carmel.

22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled.

23 And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him
seven days' journey; and he overtook him in

38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote
Nabal, so that he died.
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Naval and Lavan are the same, the letters of the one are like the letters of the other. Just as Lavan was a

swindler, so Naval was a swindler.

17. Yishayahu 32:5-6
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18. Devarim 32:6
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19. Ramban, Devarim 32:6

5 The vile person shall be no more called generous, nor the deceitful said
to be noble.

6 For the vile person will speak villainy, and his heart will work iniquity, to
practice ungodliness, and to utter wickedness against the LORD, to make
empty the soul of the hungry, and to cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.

6 Do you requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is He
not your father? Has He not made you, and established you?
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20. Rabbi Yehoshua Pfeffer, https://iyun.org.il/en/article/charedi-society-and-military-service/internalizing-

the-army-imperative/

The prevalent attitude within Charedi society toward military service could be characterized as “willful blindness.”
The army and IDF soldiers are barely present in Charedi elementary and secondary education. On IDF Memorial Day,
Charedi schools continue “business as usual.” No ceremonies are held to mark fallen soldiers, and, for the most part,
the siren is ignored. Teachers might even warn students that this is a “goyish custom” unworthy of practice, while
some exceptional educators will dedicate the time to a recitation of Tehillim. Moreover, Charedi synagogues do not
customarily pray for the sake of IDF soldiers (though some Shuls, mine included, include the prayer). Aside from war-
related news items, the Charedi public sphere is IDF-free...

Estrangement from the army threatens to undermine the minimal gratitude, hakaras hatov, we owe IDF soldiers.
The Ramban (Devarim 23:5) explains that the rejection of Amonites from becoming part of the Jewish People is due
to a flaw in this most basic virtue: showing gratitude (Avraham Avinu, the father of the Jewish People, saved Lot, the
founding father of Amon). Our negligence in expressing gratitude to those who sacrifice for our benefit is thus no
small matter. There are, of course, Charedi families who stress the duty of gratitude toward soldiers, but the
inattention on the communal level and the tension surrounding the issue substantially weaken the instinct of deep
gratitude we should all possess. It is clear that when it comes to the general Israeli public, the absence of
appreciation and gratitude on our part only amplifies the sense of grievance.

21. Bava Metzia 30b
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Jerusalem was destroyed only because they judged in it according to the [letter of the] law of the Torah

22. Rashi, Shmuel | 25:10
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23. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 2:3
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Nabal was of the family of Caleb. Said Nabal,
“There is no one in Israel of such a distinguished family as 1"

24. Malbim, Shmuel | 25:10
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25. Eran Kaplan, Begin, Chach'chachim, and the Birth of Israeli Identity Politics

In early 1980s, Amos Oz traveled throughout Israel, attempting to
capture the contours of a changing society. One of his stops was the town
of Beit-Shemesh, which at the time was largely inhabited by Mizrahim, and
where the reverberations of the heated 1981 campaign were still strongly
felt. Oz, with his distinct European appearance, visited a local café and a
heated exchange erupted. The local patrons, who vaguely recognized the
famous writer, told him that he had a Ma'arach face. Cautiously, Oz asked
the Mizrahi crowd at the café if there was a Likud face, and then the table
in front of him erupted,
A Likud face? Sure—Dblack, a delinquent, Khomeini, a punk, violent. That’s
what Shimon Peres (he pronounces it “Peretz”) called us at his rally ...
Saw they were heckling him a liule and went crazy. He began to flip out
deliberately, so they would heckle him some more, and it would appear on
I'V to scare the Ashkenazim so theyd run and vote for him and hooligans

like us wouldn' be on top.’
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26. Brett Stephens, New York Times, July 25, 2023, www.nytimes.com/2023/07/25/opinion/israel-supreme-

court.html

The group’s resolution coincided with the Israeli Knesset’s vote to approve contentious legislation limiting the power of
the judiciary. This is a true disaster for Israel not because the bill is “anti-democratic” — if anything, it is all too
democratic, at least in the purely majoritarian sense of the word — but because it risks depriving the country of its most
potent weapon: the fierce loyalty of its most productive and civically engaged citizens.

With those citizens — the tech entrepreneurs, the air force reservists, the world-famous novelists and doctors— Israel
stands in a league with Switzerland and Singapore: a boutique nation, small and imperfect but widely associated with

excellence in dozens of fields.

Without those citizens, Israel is in the club with Hungary and Serbia: a little country, insular and pettily corrupt and good

mainly at nursing its grievances.

That’s why the particulars of the legislation matter less than the way it was carried out and the motives of those who
championed it. For the most part, they represent Israel’s least productive and engaged citizens — ultra-Orthodox Jews
who want military exemptions and welfare, settlers who want to be a law unto themselves, ideologues in think tanks —
abusing their temporary majority to secure exemptions, entitlements, immunities and other privileges that mock the

idea of equality under law.

27. Jonathan Tobin, Jew vs. Jew and the politics of contempt, www.ins.org/jewish-israeli-culture/judicial-

reform/23/7/28/306282/

Stripped of the crude and somewhat misleading generalizations Stephens has employed to heap bouquets of praise on
the protesters and to treat supporters of reform with sneering contempt, this passage can be boiled down to one
disgusting thought: the “good” Jews deserve to run Israel, regardless of whether they are outvoted by the “bad” Jews.
The reforms can’t be allowed because a mechanism—in this case, a judiciary that has arrogated to itself the power to
rule as the sovereigns of the nation—must be kept in place to ensure that the “bad” Jews are kept in their place.

This is the sort of sentiment that ought to be condemned by every rational Jew and sympathizer with Israel, regardless

of what you think of Netanyahu or judicial reform.

28. Shmuel |, 25:21-22

IYUN-DI-NN ORIV IPY2 TN DN TIT) NI
-n:mm 19- 'wm ‘Jm 1793 N‘J1 '1:11)3:1 m?
1290 NNH ,NY) Y- avNn

N2), VT XDNY DTON NWYY-ND 25
,Pan-Ty b wu-‘:m PRYN-ON : PO
P2 YRV

29. Ralbag, Shmuel |, 25:22

21 Now David had said: 'Surely in vain have | kept all that this
fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all
that pertained unto him; and he hath returned me evil for good.

22 God do so unto the enemies of David, and more also, if |
leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light so much as
one male.'--
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30. Shmuel |, 25:18-20, 23-35
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18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and
two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five
measures of parched corn, and a hundred clusters of raisins,
and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses.

19 And she said unto her young men: 'Go on before me;
behold, | come after you.' But she told not her husband Nabal.
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20 And it was so, as she rode on her ass, and came down by the
covert of the mountain, that, behold, David and his men came
down towards her; and she met them.--

23 And when Abigail saw David, she made haste, and alighted
from her ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed
down to the ground.

24 And she fell at his feet, and said: 'Upon me, my lord, upon
me be the iniquity; and let thy handmaid, | pray thee, speak in
thine ears, and hear thou the words of thy handmaid.

25 Let not my lord, | pray thee, regard this base fellow, even
Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and
churlishness is with him; but | thy handmaid saw not the young
men of my lord, whom thou didst send.

26 therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives, as thy soul lives,
seeing God has withheld you from murder, and from finding
redress for thyself with thine own hand, now therefore let your
enemies, and them that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal.

27 And now this present which thy servant hath brought unto
my lord, let it be given unto the young men that follow my
lord.

28 Forgive, | pray thee, the trespass of thy handmaid; for the
LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house, because my
lord fighteth the battles of the LORD; and evil is not found in
thee all thy days.

29 And though man be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek thy
soul, yet the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life
with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them
shall he sling out, as from the hollow of a sling.

30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to
my lord according to all the good that He hath spoken
concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee prince over
Israel;

31 that this shall be no stumbling-block unto thee, nor offence
of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood without
cause, or that my lord hath found redress for himself. And
when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then
remember thy handmaid.'

32 And David said to Abigail: 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of
Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me;

33 and blessed be thy discretion, and blessed be thou, that
hast kept me this day from bloodguiltiness, and from finding
redress for myself with mine own hand.

34 For in very deed, as the LORD, the God of Israel, liveth, who
hath withholden me from hurting thee, except thou hadst
made haste and come to meet me, surely there had not been
left unto Nabal by the morning light so much as one male."
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32. Rashi, Shmuel |, 25:28
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33. Radak, Shmuel, 25:29
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34. Megillah 14a-b

7°2°¥2°) 9NN Y2 7NN INDA NN INDA NTINM MNNNN DY N2 RN 7P (NI X INIMY) 2NIT 1IN
2792 07T PRI D) NY PIN Y NNNIN DT NOVI OINDN I NAN OT OPOY DY HNINY 92 N2 1IN
DINY PYTY I NIAN 7T TN XY XN MDDNI TN N NN NP0 MV 1T PIT ) 1D NN
N2 [N OPN] MM TUR NN 12172 THYL TINA (NI X HININY) ND 1NN D3IV TYIV XY NI DD

(mRapm]
‘Abigail’, as it is written, And it was so, as she rode on her ass and came down by the covert of the mountain. ‘By the
covert [seiter] of the mountain’? It should say from the mountain’! — Rabbah b. Samuel said: It means that she came

with reference to blood that came from the hidden parts [setarim]. She brought some blood and showed it to him. He
said to her: Is blood to be shown by night? She replied: Are capital cases tried at night? He said to her: He [Nabal] is a
rebel against the king and no trial is necessary for him. She replied; Saul is still alive, and your fame is not yet spread
abroad in the world. Then he said to her: Blessed be thy discretion and blessed be thou, that hast kept me this day from
bloodguiltiness.
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The passage teaches that she bared her thigh4 and he went three parasangs by the light of it.5 He said, Listen to me. She
replied, Let not this be a stumbling-block to thee. The word ‘this’ implies that something else would be, and what was
that? The incident of Bathsheba; and so it was eventually.

35. Shmuel |, 25:36-38
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36. Rosh Hashana 18a
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And it came to pass after the ten days that the Lord smote Nabal. How come these ten days here? — Rab Judah
said in the name of Rab: They correspond to the ten dishes which Nabal gave to the servants of David. R. Nahman
said in the name of Rabbah b. Abbuha: These are the ten days between New Year and the Day of Atonement.

37. Shmuel |, 25:39-43
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38. Megillah 14b

39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said: 'Blessed be
the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand
of Nabal, and hath kept back His servant from evil; and the evil-doing
of Nabal hath the LORD returned upon his own head.' And David sent
and spoke concerning Abigail, to take her to him to wife.

40 And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel,
they spoke unto her, saying: 'David hath sent us unto thee, to take
thee to him to wife.'

41 And she arose, and bowed down with her face to the earth, and
said: 'Behold, thy handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the
servants of my lord.'

42 And Abigail hastened, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five
damsels of hers that followed her; and she went after the messengers
of David, and became his wife.

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they became both of them
his wives.
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When she left him she said to him, and when the Lord shall have done good tomy lord . . .

then remember thy

handmaid. R. Nahman said: This bears out the popular saying, While a woman talks she spins. Some adduce the saying:
The goose stoops as it goes along, but its eyes peer afar.

39. Bereishit 2:18
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40. Bamidbar Rabba 18:20

18 And the LORD God said: 'It is not good that the man
should be alone; | will make him a help meet for him.'
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Rav said, “On ben Peleth had his wife save him: for she said to him, ‘What has this dispute to do with you? Is Aaron is the
high priest, you are a disciple; if Korah is high priest, you are [still] a disciple.” She said to him, ‘I know that the whole
community is holy, since it is written in Numbers 16:3), ‘for all the congregation are holy.” What did she do? She gave
him wine to drink, got him drunk, and had him lie down in her bed. Then she sat down at the entrance of the house —
her and her daughter — and let down her hair. Everyone who came for her husband On saw her and returned. In the
meantime, they were swallowed up.”




41. Shmuel 1l, 3:2-3
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43, Brachot 4a
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Thus spoke David before the Holy One, blessed be He: Master of the world, am | not pious? All the kings of the East and
the West sit with all their pomp among their company, whereas my hands are soiled with the blood [of menstruation],
with the foetus and the placenta, in order to declare a woman clean for her husband. And what is more, in all that | do |
consult my teacher, Mephibosheth, and | say to him: My teacher Mephibosheth, is my decision right? Did | correctly
convict, correctly acquit, correctly declare clean, correctly declare unclean? And | am not ashamed [to ask]. R. Joshua,
the son of R. Iddi, says Which verse [may be cited in support]? And | recite Thy testimonies before kings and am not
ashamed. A Tanna taught: His name was not Mephibosheth. And why then was he called Mephibosheth? Because he
humiliated14 David in the Halachah. Therefore was David worthy of the privilege that Kileab should issue from him. R.
Johanan said: His name was not Kileab but Daniel. Why then was he called Kileab? Because he humiliated [maklim]
Mephibosheth [ab] in the Halachah. And concerning him Solomon said in his wisdom: My son, if thy heart be wise, my
heart will be glad, even mine. And he said further: My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that | may answer him that
taunteth me.

44. Shabbat 55b
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Four died through the serpent's machinations,5 viz., Benjamin the son of Jacob, Amram the father of Moses, Jesse the
father of David, and Kilav the son of David.

45. Yigal Ariel, Oz Melech, 116
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