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Shemuel, Week 155: Chapter 31:1-5 — The Death of Shaul’s Sons, and Shaul T
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The Arc of Shaul

Chapters 6-9 Roots

Chapters 9-10 Becoming king

Chapters 11-12 Accepted as king

Chapters 13-14 Sin #1 — Korbanot in Gilgal

Chapter 15 Sin #2 — Amalek

Chapters 16-17 The beginnings of ruach raah

Chapters 18-21 Enmity toward Dovid as a rival

Chapters 22-27 Pursuit of Dovid as a mortal threat, massacre of Nov, and ultimate deterioration
Chapters 28-31 Panic, the Ov and the end of Shaul

Outline of Perek 31

31:1-2 The Plishtim win the war, and kill Shaul’s sons

31:3-5 Shaul asks his armour bearer to kill him, then seems to take his own life
31:67 The Jews flee

31:8-10 The Plishtim mutilate Shaul’s body

31:11-13 The people of Yavesh Gilad rescue Shaul’s body and grieve for him

31:1-2 The Plishtim win the war, and kill Shaul’s sons

1. Mishnah Sotah 8:5 (44a-b)
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They establish guards before them and others behind them, with iron cudgels in their hands. Anyone who tries to retreat,

[the guard] is licensed to smash his thighs, for the beginning of flight causes defeat, as in Shemuel | 4:17 and 31:1.

2. Malbim to Shemuel | 31:1
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And it told that Israel lost their might, not fighting at all, they only fled right away...

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 31:2
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The Philistines caught Saul and his sons, because they continued to fight.

4. Other sons? Divrei haYamim | 8:33, Shemuel 11 21:8

5. Radak to Shemuel | 31:2
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And these three sons of Saul who were mentioned were the ones who went out to war with him. Therefore they died
with him. And Ish Boshet remained at home, because he did not go out to war.

6. Malbim to Shemuel Il 3:6
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And Ish Boshet was not a warrior, from his youth (this is why he was not found with Shaul and his sons in the war of the
Philistines). Therefore, Avner the general was the one who fought and ruled...

7. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 31:2
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And it appears that Ish Boshet did not come to war due to his weakness or for another reason, or he fled and escaped
with Avner and the other remaining warriors.

31:3-5 Shaul asks his armour bearer to kill him, then seems to take his own life

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 31:3
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And you should know that Shaul did not fear lest they kill him (for he would have chosen death over life once he saw

with his own eyes the death of his sons, and he knew from Shemuel via the ovthat he would also not live). But he greatly

feared lest they strike him in a way that he would not die right away and he could not fight, and they would grab him

alive and torture him, putting out his eyes and cutting him into body parts, due to the hatred of the Philistines for him for

the way he had destroyed them. And he chose to die via his friends, and not via his enemies.

9. Talmud, Ketuvot 33b
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The pain of lashes may be considered a punishment harsher than death, for Rav taught: Had the Babylonians whipped
Chananiah, Mishael and Azariah, they would have served the statue!

10. Radak to Shemuel 1 31:4
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When they kill me with many stabbings in the manner of revenge and degradation... And Yonatan translated as
v'yitla‘avun bi, an expression of mockery and shame...

11. Other accounts?  Divrei haYamim | 10:1-5, Shemuel Il 1:6-10

12.Radak to Shemuel | 31:5
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“That Shaul had died” - Close to death, like “when her soul departed, for she had died.” He was not dead yet, until

the Amalekite killed him... Or perhaps the Amalekite lied... And he thought he would say this to find favour in David’s

eyes.

13. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 31:4
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14. Abarbanel to Shemuel Il 4:10
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15.Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1:6
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It appears that after he fell on his spear and he saw that it had not run him through, Shaul leaned on it forcefully to finish
the stabbing. And when he saw he could not do it, he told the Amalekite youth to kill him.

16.Ralbag to Shemuel Il 1:9
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Meaning, as | understand it, that the garb was meshubatz, reinforcing it, such that the sword could not cut it easily. And

Shaul said that the spear on which he had fallen was stuck in the shebetz, and therefore it could not cross it and stab

him.



