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18:28-30 David and Shaul Deteriorate
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This also increased Shaul’s fear, for it indicated David’s great success and that the monarchy would be his, for even as

it was clear to Shaul’s daughter that her father hated David, still, her love for him developed. Further, this would prevent

Shaul from killing David, lest he pain his daughter’s heart. Also, she might reveal her father’s secrets to David, protecting

him from the harm [Shaul] planned to cause him.
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As Shaul thought, that cutting off the Philistine foreskins would instigate wars against [David] to the death, so it happened,
for “the Philistines officers went out” to punish David. But David did not hide from them, and he fought and succeeded
beyond all of Shaul’s servants. And instead of Shaul’s plan to thereby have him fall into the hand of the Philistines, it
was the opposite, for “his name became greatly honoured.”

3. Midrash Shemuel 22:2
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Rabbi Yehudah b’Rabbi Simon said: His name became greatly honoured in Halachah. When the Philistines heard that
David had married a woman, they said: The Torah says, “When a man marries a new wife, efc. (Devarim 24:8)" This
is the opportunity for us to ambush David and eliminate him from the world!” And they did not know that David was a
scholar, and he learned, “When is this true? For optional wars, but for a mitzvah war everyone goes out, even a groom
from his room and a bride from her chuppah.”...

Review Questions for Chapter 18

Overall

1) Why does Shaul come to want to kill Dovid, who saved him against Goliath?

2) What is the dynamic between Yonatan and Dovid

3) How do we understand Dovid’s ambivalence regarding marrying Meirav and Michal2

4) What is the dynamic between Michal and Dovid?

5) When we begin the chapter, we noted the Shoftim theme of children rebelling religiously against their parents. Does
that fit what Yehonatan and Michal do here?

The love of Dovid
1) Who is described as loving Dovid in this chapter?
2) Why isn't Dovid described as reciprocating any of these loves?

Yehonatan and Dovid (1-5)

1) Why is their interaction presented in the middle of the description of Shaul’s relationship with Dovide
2) Why does Yehonatan love Dovid?

3) What is the goal of the brit Yehonatan offers Dovid?

4) Why does Yehonatan give Dovid his tunic?



Dovid, Shaul and the Nation (6-9)
1) Were the women actually elevating Dovid over Shaul?
2) Why does Shaul take the words of the singers seriously?

Shaul fears Dovid (10-16)
1) What does the text mean when it says Shaul was mitnaberR
2) Is Dovid aware that Shaul is trying to stab him?

Dovid refuses to marry Meirav (17-19)

1) Why would marrying Meirav endanger Dovid?

2) s this offer fulfillment of Shaul’s pledge reported in Chapter 172
3) How did Meirav end up marrying Adriel?

Shaul successfully tries Michal (20-27)

1) Why does Shaul send his servants to communicate with Dovid?

2) Why does Dovid refuse?

3) Why does Shaul think Philistine orlot would endanger Dovid more?
4) Why does Dovid agree to marry Michal?

5) Why does Dovid go along with this task?@

Dovid and Shaul deteriorate (18:28-30)
1) Why does Michal’s love for Dovid upset Shaul now?
2) Why did the Plishtim attack now?

Chapter 19

4. Outline

19:1-3 Shaul tells Yehonatan to kill Dovid; Yehonatan warns Dovid to hide

19:4-7 Yehonatan convinces Shaul to spare Dovid, and brings him back

19:8-10 Dovid, playing music for Shaul, sees Shaul attack him and flees

19:11-17 Michal thwarts Shaul’s ambush on Dovid at his home

19:18-24 Dovid hides with Shemuel; Shaul and his men are unable to capture him there
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7. Talmud, Sotah 35a
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