In the Heart of Gaza
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1 And David said in his heart: 'l shall now be swept away one day
by the hand of Saul; there is nothing better for me than that |
should escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul will despair
of me, to seek me any more in all the borders of Israel; so shall |
escape out of his hand.'

2 And David arose, and passed over, he and the six hundred men
that were with him, unto Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3 And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man
with his household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's wife.

4 And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath; and he sought
no more again for him.

5 And David said unto Achish: 'lIf now | have found favour in thine
eyes, let them give me a place in one of the cities in the country,
that | may dwell there; for why should thy servant dwell in the
royal city with thee?"

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day; wherefore Ziklag belongeth
unto the kings of Judah unto this day.

7 And the number of the days that David dwelt in the country of
the Philistines was a full year and four months.

8 And David and his men went up, and made a raid upon the
Geshurites, and the Gizrites, and the Amalekites; for those were
the inhabitants of the land, who were of old, as thou goest to Shur,
even unto the land of Egypt.

9 And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive,
and took away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the
camels, and the apparel. And he returned, and came to Achish.

10 And Achish said: '"Whither have ye made a raid to-day?' And
David said: 'Against the South of Judah, and against the South of
the Jerahmeelites, and against the South of the Kenites.'

11 And David left neither man nor woman alive, to bring them to
Gath, saying: 'Lest they should tell on us, saying: So did David, and
so hath been his manner all the while he hath dwelt in the country
of the Philistines."'

12 And Achish believed David, saying: 'He hath made his people
Israel utterly to abhor him; therefore he shall be my servant
forever.'




2. Map of David’s Flight from Shaul
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DAVID'S FLIGHT FROM SAUL

e City
) Numbered movements of David

< Route of David from Saul
(as far as Mizpah of Moab #5)

____ Route of David from Saul
(as far as Keilab #8)

Route of David from Saul

(as far as Wilderness of Maon #13)

Route of David from Saul
U Cas far as Ziklag #15)

= David’s offensive actions (#16:19)
e David becomes king at Hebron (020)
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3. Yehoshua 15:21, 45-47
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21 And the cities at the uttermost part of the tribe of the children of
Judah toward the border of Edom in the South were Kabzeel, and

Eder, and Jagur;

45 Ekron, with its towns and its villages;

46 from Ekron even unto the sea, all that were by the side of Ashdod,
with their villages.

47 Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza, its towns and its villages;
unto the Brook of Egypt, the Great Sea being the border thereof.




4. Malbim, Shmuel |, 27:8
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5. Divrei Hayamim |, 12:1-2, 9, 18-19
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6. Radak, Divrei Hayamim I, 12:19

7. Rashi, Divrei Hayamim |, 12:19
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1 Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he was yet
shut up because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the
mighty men, his helpers in war.

2 They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and
the left in slinging stones and in shooting arrows from the bow; they
were of Saul's brethren of Benjamin.

9 And of the Gadites there separated themselves unto David to the
stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men of valour, men trained for
war, that could handle shield and spear; whose faces were like the
faces of lions, and they were as swift as the roes upon the mountains;

18 And David went out to meet them, and answered and said unto
them: 'lf ye be come peaceably unto me to help me, my heart shall be
knit unto you; but if ye be come to betray me to mine adversaries,
seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers look
thereon, and give judgment.'

19 Then the spirit clothed Amasai, who was chief of the captains:
Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse; peace, peace
be unto thee, and peace be to thy helpers; for thy God helpeth thee.
Then David received them, and made them captains of the band.
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8. Ibid.

9. Malbim, Shmuel, 27:8

2PW TITAT OWRI2 2107 P°2°12 012 aNIRY 71T 2avap™

D°NWYD QY AN 077 707 19 070 OV PRI MI2WY PRW 0197 9K NMINIR OV DWOW IR ,7INT NIaw 77357 90

10. Shmuel I, 28:1-2
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1 And it came to pass in those days, that the Philistines gathered their
hosts together for warfare, to fight with Israel. And Achish said unto
David: 'Know thou assuredly, that thou shalt go out with me in the
host, thou and thy men."

2 And David said to Achish: 'Therefore thou shalt know what thy
servant will do."' And Achish said to David: 'Therefore will | make thee
keeper of my head for ever.'




11. Midrash Tehillim 34
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13. R’ Yigal Ariel, Oz Melech, 119-120

IN 19571 MANRD VNN 2TO 1 PN L,DIIN0A YN XY 72TH D DN
N .OY9 NN OYI W) T WPV 29-D¥-9N DVWY 1w i oYnvhon
DXNVY9N JY DO .0NYI29N DY IWPn NN 22NN0 1YY GNT 19NTI 19N
12 WHY NNLYN NI ,NNIYY TON L INIPY TIAI-NINTY 257 O N
1522 yanm ,0onvo9 TN INIY NN YVINT JNN TUN )IVHY D) P23yl
NI I3 00 T RD BN PANY T 0PN INNNNY NMNN T NN .OMYN
1I%A A9 NWN) ,DMNVYO DY PNIVI-TII N0 WY 2Upan-Nm mNn-a
AP
MAND MaApya 120N NN N 0D ON TT Yv T

14. Malbim, Shmuel I, 27:2
K7 O3 93910 Raw 1Twm 7 R TR (R $'12) 711002 1707 WOOR DR 7700 102 WKW DA 928 TIT ap
SWIRND VW PN O 2023007 1TWNI ROW WOR MIRD WW OV RAW a0V 19 XY ,IOX WIRND DYYIN MPn 100
SOR NINTA WY R 020 2N0W 71,7072 27P 219 19N
15. Shmuel |, 17:23
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16. Shmuel Il, 1:20
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18. Shemot 13:17
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20. Bereishit 21:27-32
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M PN ; DA NI NPT YYInM) N
NIND), 0073 NG NPT AR, 9N
ANYIY , TRID-NIID NNV

NIPYYHD NN WD TN 3
SPVIN-HI), DNYIeN

212) TY), 0280 29-5Y WK NNOYD-D )
170 NYRN ; AYND 2IVND9--N)IaY 1Py
mb?wm YTITYND) YTRYD mebs
DY) IPYD OTID

22. Yehoshua 15:63
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27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto
Abimelech; and they two made a covenant.

28 And Abraham set seven ewe-lambs of the flock by themselves.

29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham: 'What mean these seven
ewe-lambs which thou hast set by themselves?"

30 And he said: 'Verily, these seven ewe-lambs shalt thou take of
my hand, that it may be a witness unto me, that | have digged this
well.'

31 Wherefore that place was called Beer-sheba; because there
they swore both of them.

32 So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba; and Abimelech rose up,
and Phicol the captain of his host, and they returned into the land
of the Philistines.

1 Now Joshua was old and well stricken in years; and the LORD said
unto him: 'Thou art old and well stricken in years, and there
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.

2 This is the land that yet remaineth: all the regions of the
Philistines, and all the Geshurites;

3 from the Shihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the border of
Ekron northward--which is counted to the Canaanites; the five
lords of the Philistines: the Gazite, and the Ashdodite, the
Ashkelonite, the Gittite, and the Ekronite; also the Avvim

63 And as for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
children of Judah could not drive them out; but the Jebusites dwelt
with the children of Judah at Jerusalem, unto this day.
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It is written, "Will not be able," for even in the future they would not be able to, until the advent of David. And it is read,
"They could not" - because then they were unable to drive them out, at the time of the conquest of the land. And our
Sages, of blessed memory, said: They were able, but they were not permitted — because of the oath that Avraham made
to Avimelekh. And this "Jebusite" was not the Jebusites of the seven [Canaanite] nations, but rather a single person
whose name was Yevus, and he was of the Philistines — from the seed of Avimelekh. And the place was named after
him, Yevus. And the people of that family, who dwelled in Jerusalem, were called Yevusi —i.e., related to Yevus. Thus,

Aravna the Yevusi — who was king of that place. And the fortress of that place was Zion, which is in Jerusalem. Until [the
time of] David that place was not conquered. To the view of the Sages, it was not conquered because of the oath.
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25. Rashi, Shemot 15:14

14 Peoples heard, they trembled; a shudder seized the inhabitants :NWHE AW IR DN P oRY waw T
of Philistia.
they trembled: Heb. jit30, [which means] they tremble. Bty iay
the inhabitants of Philistia: [They trembled] since they slew the children of Ephraim, who PR DR N0AY — 0MaR 13 DR 100w 180 :ng?‘gg =1y
hastened the end [of their exile] and went out [of Egypt] forcibly, as is delineated in (I) Chronicles N3 YUAR DM — DURT 272 WRhNnD A 1Ren
(7:21). And the people of [the town of] Gath slew them [the children of Ephraim]. — [from o o R (Nn‘r:n:;)
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