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Short Spirits and Hard Labour: Teaching our Children to Dream 7 s
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An abbreviated version http://tiny.cc/torontotorah (note: this link works for each week’s Toronto Torah)

Background
1. Shemot 4:31
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And the nation trusted, and they heard that G-d had recalled the Children of Israel and that He had seen their suffering,
and they bowed.

2. Shemot 6:9
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And Moshe spoke thus to the Children of Israel, and they did not listen to Moshe, because of short spirits and hard
labour.

Approach 1: The message changed
3. Shemot 6:6-8
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Therefore, tell the Children of Israel, “I am Gd, and | will take you out from under the strain of Egypt, and | will rescue
you from their labour, and | will redeem you with an outstretched arm and great judgments. And | will take you to Me
as a nation, and | will be your Gd, and you will know that | am Hashem your Gd, who has taken you out from under
the strain of Egypt. And | will bring you to the land, for which | have raised My hand to give it to Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov, and | will give it to you as an inheritance; | am Gd.”

4. Midrash, Mechilta d’'Rabbi Yishmael, Bo, Pischa 5
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Rabbi Yehudah ben Beteira said: It says, “And they did not listen to Moshe, because of short spirits, etc.” — Is there

anyone who is told good news, and is not happy? You have a son, your master is freeing you, and he is not happy?

If so, why does it say, “And they did not listen to Moshe”2 But in their eyes it was tough to separate from idolatry, as in

Yechezkel 20:7-9. Thus it says [after this], “And Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aharon, and He commanded them to the

Children of Israel.” He commanded them to separate from idolatry.

Approach 2: The work changed
5. Rashi to Shemot 6:9
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Anyone who is in pain, his spirit and breath are short, and he cannot extend his breathing.

6. lbn Ezra (extended commentary) to Shemot 6:9
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Their spirit was short due to the length of the exile, and the hard labour that had been newly increased for them.

7. Ramban to Shemot 6:9
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They did not incline an ear to his words due to their short spirit, like one whose spirit is short due to his struggle...
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8. Malbim to Shemot 6:9
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“Ruach” denotes the inner spirit. There are those of lengthy spirit, meaning that his inner spirit can control his emotions,
and he can endure sorrow, pain and suffering. The opposite is one of short spirit... And one who is of short spirit but
lacks hard labour, or one who has hard labour but is of lengthy spirit, can overcome his sorrow and incline his ear to
comfort and good news. But they had hard labour, and their depressed spirit was too short to absorb and endure it,
and so Moshe’s words did not enter their ears.

Approach 3: The message changed

9. Machzor Vitry 262
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This is the like the way of comforters, who console little by little. One who would declare too much consolation to the

ruined would be like someone who says to someone who begs door-to-door, “Tomorrow you will be king.” He would

not believe it. It is as it is said, “And they didn't listen to Moshe, because of short spirits and labour, etfc.”

10. Tosafot, Megilah 31b Rosh Chodesh
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Therefore we put Yeshayah 54:11-17 before Yeshayah 54:1-10, for it is the way of comforters to increase as they go
along.



