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Those who ask

Is there morality outside of Torah?

Written Torah

1. Bereishis 18:25
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Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so
that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal

justly?”

2. Devarim 6:18-19
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3. Magid Mishna, Shecheinim 14:5
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Oral Torah
4. Sifrei Acharei Mos 9:13
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5. TB Kesubos 22a
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need to derive this from the verse? It is based on logic

If yes, where does it come from?
6. Shmos 24:12

:0NYI? "R2ND WK AiXRI) TIRE) 1285 NTNR 97 3NN oW A0 28 ey adheon Ak nkh

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and wait there, and I will give you the
stone tablets with the teachings and commandments which I have inscribed to instruct them.”

7. Meshech Chochma, ad loc.
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8. Vehaaretz Natan Livnei Adam, Rav Yehuda Amital
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10. Orot HaTorah 12:3
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Must One Obey that Morality?

11. Introduction of Rav Nissim Gaon to Shas
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12. Moreh Nevuchim Ill:17
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Again, “The deserts of man are meted out to him in the same measure which he himself
employs.” (Mish. Sotah, 1:7.) These are the words of the Mishnah. Our Sages declare it wherever
opportunity is given, that the idea of God necessarily implies justice; that He will reward the
most pious for all their pure and upright actions, although no direct commandment was given
them through a prophet; and that He will punish all the evil deeds of men, although they have not
been prohibited by a prophet, if common sense warns against them, as e.g., injustice and
violence.
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Limits of outside Morality

Internal vs External Logic
13. Chazon Ish, Emunah UBitachon page 21
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14. Chazon Ish, Even Haezer 148, Kiddushin 32a
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Positive not Negative

16. Maharal, Nesivos Olam, Gemilus Chasadim 1
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Misinterpretation
17. Minchas Asher, Devarim 51:4
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Clash with Commands
18. TB Yoma 22b
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§ Having mentioned the verse about Saul, the Gemara proceeds to interpret more of that
passage: “And Saul came to the city of Amalek and he strove in the valley” (I Samuel 15:5).
Rabbi Mani said: This means that Saul strove with God, as it were, concerning the matter
of the valley. At the time when the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Saul: “Now go and
attack Amalek and proscribe all that belongs to him; do not pity him, but kill men and women
alike, infants and sucklings alike, oxen and sheep alike, camel and donkey alike” (I Samuel
15:3), Saul countered and said: Now, if on account of one life that is taken, in a case where a
slain person’s body is found and the murderer is unknown, the Torah said to bring a heifer
whose neck is broken to a barren valley, in the atonement ritual described in Deuteronomy
21:1-9, all the more so must | have pity and not take all these Amalekite lives.
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And he further reasoned: If the men have sinned, in what way have the animals sinned?
Why, then, should the Amalekites’ livestock be destroyed? And if the adults have sinned, in
what way have the children sinned? A Divine Voice then came forth and said to him: “Do
not be overly righteous” (Ecclesiastes 7:16). That is to say: Do not be more merciful than the
Creator Himself, Who has commanded you to do this, for to do so would not be an indication
of righteousness but of weakness. At a later time, when Saul said to Doeg: “Turn around
and strike down the priests, and Doeg the Edomite turned around and struck down the
priests, and he killed on that day eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod, and he struck Nob
the city of priests by the sword, man and woman alike, infants and sucklings alike, oxen and
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donkeys and sheep, by the sword” (I Samuel 22:18-19), a Divine Voice came forth and said
to him: “Do not be overly wicked” (Ecclesiastes 7:17).

19. Rav Hirsch, Bereishis 18:32

V. 32—33. Finally, this dialogue — so to call it — berween
Abraham and the Judge of the World, in which a creature of dust dares
to step before the Presence of God with his feelings of justice and finds
agreement and approval is a guarantee of the godliness of that voice within
us which pleads for the right and for the duty of fidelity of a king.
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20. By His Light, Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein
When there is a conflict between the zzap

and the moral
order, what do we do about i

t? For us, the answer is perhaps prac-
tically difficult, but surely it is conceptually clear and unequivocal.

This, after all, is what the akeida (sacrifice of Yitzchak— Bereishit
22) is all about. Kierkegaard emphasized that the akeida repre-
sents a conflict between Avraham’s moral sense and the divine
command; as far as understanding the problem, he was unques-
tionably correct. On the one hand, Avraham is commanded to
offer his son to God (which, at this point, he understands to
mean “Slaughter him,” not “Offer him”). On the other hand, he
knows that murder is forbidden. The message of the ake:da is
clear: God’s command takes precedence, in every respect, over
our moral sensibility and our conscientious objections.

This is not to say that in such a context there is no room for
moral sensibility. Surely, in relating to Halakha, including those
areas which one may find morally difficult, there is some role for
conscience, some role for the goodness in us, particularly in an
interpretive capacity. Conscience does and legitimately can have a
role in helping us to understand the content and substance of the
tzav. In the Midrash, Chazal depict Avraham’s thoughts during
his three-day journey to the akeida. He tried to understand God’s
command: perhaps God meant something else. Surely, one can,
and presumably should, walk the last mile in order to try in every
way to avoid a conflict. But even when one has walked the last
mile, at times the conflict may remain, and—as in the akeidn—rthe
decisive element is clear. It was only a zzap of God, or of the angel

sent by God, which was able to countermand the command to
sacrifice Yitzchak.
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