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Rav Hirsch

This is only apparently in contradiction with the judical formula. For judg-
ment in a court of justice and social judgment do not serve the same purpose.
The former has to test the action solely as to whether it is in accordance
with the dictates of justice or not, quite apart from any considerations of
the individual circumstances or conditions and without regard to the motives.
An action, although it may not be legal, can be entirely excusable and yet
at the forum of justice must be judged as punishable. And an action judged
by its motive can be stamped as highly vicious and yet legally be within
the law and unpunishable. But Society has, on the other hand, above all,
the personality, the character, in its eye, and every action is, to it, only a
symptom by which to judge the integrity or the reverse of its members.
Exactly the same justice which in court banishes personality entirely from
the judgment, and judges the action entirely in absolute objectivity, that
same justice demands in social life the most meticulous and anxious con-
scientiousness in considering every possible condition which could make
the person and his character appear in a better light, and admonishes: Be
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