
Rabbi Ya’akov Trump  1 

The Role of the Rabbi  
 
 
 
 
Process of the Psak Part IV 
November 20th 2022 

This Shiur is kindly sponsored by Paul and Yael Weinberg in memory of Paul’s mother 
Gloria Weinberg - Leah Gittel bat Shlomo Mordechai ה״ע  

What is the Rabbi? 

   
Rav Yechiel Michel ha-Levi Epstein , 
often called "the Aruch haShulchan" 
after his magnum opus, Aruch 
HaShulchan, was a Rabbi and Posek 
in Lithuania. 
1829-1908 

Rav Yitzchak Blazer  was an early 
important leader of the Musar 
movement. He is also sometimes 
referred to as Rav Itzele Peterburger 
due to his position as Chief Rabbi of 
St. Petersburg at a time when it was 
the capital of Russia. 
1837-1907 

Chaim Soloveitchik, also known as 
Reb Chaim Brisker, was a rabbi and 
Talmudic scholar credited as the 
founder of the popular Brisker 
approach to Talmudic study within 
Judaism. He is also a member of the 
Soloveitchik dynasty, as the son of 
the Beis HaLevi. 
1853-1918 
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What the Rabbi is Not? 

 
  

Roles of the Rabbi 
Role 1: Rabbi as a Teacher  
Students are like children 

1. Bamidbar 3:1 

  ׃יָֽניִס רַ֥הְּב הֶׁ֖שֹמ־תֶא ׳ה רֶּ֧בִּד םֹו֗יְּב הֶׁ֑שֹמּו ןֹ֖רֲהַא תֹ֥דְלֹוּת הֶּלֵ֛אְו
This is the line of Aaron and Moses at the time that Hashem spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 

 
2. Rashi, ad loc. 

 תאֶ דמֵּלַמְהַ לכָּשֶׁ דמֵּלַמְ ,הרָוֹתּ ןדָמְּלִּשֶׁ יפִלְ ,השֶׁמֹ תוֹדלְוֹת וּארְקְנִוְ ןרֹהֲאַ ינֵבְ אלָּאֶ ריכִּזְמַ וֹניאֵוְ .השמו ןרהא תדלות הלאו
 )וֹדלָיְ וּלּאִכְּ בוּתכָּהַ וילָעָ הלֶעֲמַ הרָוֹתּ וֹרבֵחֲ ןבֶּ

Moshe writing the Torah of the future. 
3. Devarim 31:16-22 

 ;ךָיתֶבֹאֲ-םעִ בכֵשֹׁ ךָנְּהִ ,השֶׁמֹ-לאֶ׳ה רמֶאיֹּוַ  זט
 ,ץרֶאָהָ-רכַנֵ יהֵלֹאֱ ירֵחֲאַ הנָזָוְ הזֶּהַ םעָהָ םקָוְ
 רפֵהֵוְ ,ינִבַזָעֲוַ ,וֹבּרְקִבְּ המָּשָׁ-אבָ אוּה רשֶׁאֲ
 .וֹתּאִ יתִּרַכָּ רשֶׁאֲ יתִירִבְּ-תאֶ

16 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Behold, thou art about to 
sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go astray 
after the foreign gods of the land, whither they go to be among 
them, and will forsake Me, and break My covenant which I have 
made with them. 

 םיתִּבְזַעֲוַ אוּההַ-םוֹיּבַ וֹב יפִּאַ הרָחָוְ  זי
 וּהאֻצָמְוּ ,לכֹאֱלֶ היָהָוְ ,םהֶמֵ ינַפָ יתִּרְתַּסְהִוְ

 אלֹהֲ ,אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ ,רמַאָוְ ;תוֹרצָוְ ,תוֹבּרַ תוֹערָ
 תוֹערָהָ ינִוּאצָמְ ,יבִּרְקִבְּ יהַלֹאֱ ןיאֵ-יכִּ לעַ
 .הלֶּאֵהָ

17 Then My anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and 
I will forsake them, and I will hide My face from them, and they 
shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall come upon 
them; so that they will say in that day: Are not these evils come 
upon us because our God is not among us? 

 לעַ ,אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ ינַפָּ ריתִּסְאַ רתֵּסְהַ ,יכִנֹאָוְ  חי
 םיהִלֹאֱ-לאֶ ,הנָפָ יכִּ  :השָׂעָ רשֶׁאֲ ,העָרָהָ-לכָּ
 .םירִחֵאֲ

18 And I will surely hide My face in that day for all the evil which 
they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods. 
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 ,תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ-תאֶ םכֶלָ וּבתְכִּ ,התָּעַוְ  טי
 ןעַמַלְ  :םהֶיפִבְּ הּמָישִׂ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-ינֵבְּ-תאֶ הּדָמְּלַוְ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְבִּ--דעֵלְ ,תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ ילִּ-היֶהְתִּ

19 Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach thou it 
the children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song may 
be a witness for Me against the children of Israel. 

 יתִּעְבַּשְׁנִ-רשֶׁאֲ המָדָאֲהָ-לאֶ וּנּאֶיבִאֲ-יכִּ  כ
 ;ןשֵׁדָוְ ,עבַשָׂוְ לכַאָוְ ,שׁבַדְוּ בלָחָ תבַזָ ,ויתָבֹאֲלַ
 ,ינִוּצאֲנִוְ ,םוּדבָעֲוַ ,םירִחֵאֲ םיהִלֹאֱ-לאֶ הנָפָוּ
 .יתִירִבְּ-תאֶ רפֵהֵוְ

20 For when I shall have brought them into the land which I 
swore unto their fathers, flowing with milk and honey; and they 
shall have eaten their fill, and waxen fat; and turned unto other 
gods, and served them, and despised Me, and broken My 
covenant; 

 ,תוֹרצָוְ ,תוֹבּרַ תוֹערָ וֹתאֹ ןָאצֶמְתִ-יכִּ היָהָוְ  אכ
 אלֹ יכִּ ,דעֵלְ וינָפָלְ תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ התָנְעָוְ
 רשֶׁאֲ ,וֹרצְיִ-תאֶ יתִּעְדַיָ יכִּ  :וֹערְזַ יפִּמִ חכַשָּׁתִ
 ץרֶאָהָ-לאֶ ,וּנּאֶיבִאֲ םרֶטֶבְּ ,םוֹיּהַ השֶׂעֹ אוּה
 .יתִּעְבַּשְׁנִ רשֶׁאֲ

21 then it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are 
come upon them, that this song shall testify before them as a 
witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their 
seed; for I know their imagination how they do even now, before 
I have brought them into the land which I swore.' 

 םוֹיּבַּ ,תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ-תאֶ השֶׁמֹ בתֹּכְיִּוַ  בכ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְּ-תאֶ ,הּדָמְּלַיְוַ ;אוּההַ

22 So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it the 
children of Israel. 

 
Rabbi Akiva – teaching to the point of death 

4. TB Brachos 61b  
 יבִּרַלְ וֹאצָמְוּ הדָוּהיְ ןבֶּ סוּפּפַּ אבָּ .הרָוֹתּבַּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּקסְעַיַ אֹלּשֶׁ העָשָׁרְהָ תוּכלְמַ הרָזְגָּ תחַאַ םעַפַּ :ןנַבָּרַ וּנתָּ
  ?תוּכלְמַ ינֵפְּמִ ארֵיָתְמִ התָּאַ יאִ אבָיקִעֲ :וֹל רמַאָ .הרָוֹתּבַּ קסֵוֹעוְ םיבִּרַבָּ תוֹלּהִקְ ליהִקְמַ היָהָשֶׁ אבָיקִעֲ

The Gemara relates at length how Rabbi Akiva fulfilled these directives. The Sages taught: 
One time, after the bar Kokheva rebellion, the evil empire of Rome decreed that Israel may 
not engage in the study and practice of Torah. Pappos ben Yehuda came and found Rabbi 
Akiva, who was convening assemblies in public and engaging in Torah study. Pappos said 
to him: Akiva, are you not afraid of the empire?  

 וּיהָשֶׁ םיגִדָּ האָרָוְ ,רהָנָּהַ בגַּ לעַ ךְלֵּהַמְ היָהָשֶׁ לעָוּשׁלְ — המֶוֹדּ רבָדָּהַ המָלְ ,לשָׁמָ ךָלְ לוֹשׁמְאֶ :וֹל רמַאָ
 ינֵבְּ וּנילֵעָ ןיאִיבִמְּשֶׁ תוֹתשָׁרְ ינֵפְּמִ :וֹל וּרמְאָ ?םיחִרְוֹבּ םתֶּאַ המָ ינֵפְּמִ :םהֶלָ רמַאָ .םוֹקמָלְ םוֹקמָּמִ םיצִבְּקַתְמִ
 :וֹל וּרמְאָ ?םכֶיתֵוֹבאֲ םעִ יתַוֹבאֲ וּרדָּשֶׁ םשֵׁכְּ ,םתֶּאַוְ ינִאֲ רוּדנָוְ ,השָׁבָּיַּלַ וּלעֲתַּשֶׁ םכֶנְוֹצרְ :םהֶלָ רמַאָ .םדָאָ
 וּנאָ ,וּנתֵוּיּחִ םוֹקמְבִּ המָוּ !התָּאַ שׁפֵּטִ אלָּאֶ ,התָּאַ חַקֵּפִּ אֹל !?תוֹיּחַבַּשֶׁ חַקֵּפִּ ךָילֶעָ םירִמְוֹאשֶׁ אוּה התָּאַ
 ,הרָוֹתּבַּ םיקִסְוֹעוְ םיבִשְׁוֹי וּנאָשֶׁ וישָׁכְעַ וּנחְנַאֲ ףאַ .המָּכַוְ המָּכַּ תחַאַ לעַ — וּנתֵתָימִ םוֹקמְבִּ ,ןיאִרְיָתְמִ
  !המָּכַוְ המָּכַּ תחַאַ לעַ — הנָּמֶּמִ םילִטְּבַמְוּ םיכִלְוֹה וּנאָ םאִ ,ךְכָּ ,״ךָימֶיָ ךְרֶאֹוְ ךָייֶּחַ אוּה יכִּ״ :הּבָּ בוּתכָּשֶׁ

Rabbi Akiva answered him: I will relate a parable. To what can this be compared? It is 
like a fox walking along a riverbank when he sees fish gathering and fleeing from place to 
place.  
The fox said to them: From what are you fleeing?  
They said to him: We are fleeing from the nets that people cast upon us.  
He said to them: Do you wish to come up onto dry land, and we will reside together just 
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as my ancestors resided with your ancestors?  
The fish said to him: You are the one of whom they say, he is the cleverest of animals? 
You are not clever; you are a fool. If we are afraid in the water, our natural habitat which 
gives us life, then in a habitat that causes our death, all the more so.  
The moral is: So too, we Jews, now that we sit and engage in Torah study, about which it is 
written: “For that is your life, and the length of your days” (Deuteronomy 30:20), we fear 
the empire to this extent; if we proceed to sit idle from its study, as its abandonment is the 
habitat that causes our death, all the more so will we fear the empire.  

 ןבֶּ סוּפּפַלְ וּספְתָוְ ,םירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵבְּ וּהוּשׁבָחֲוַ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַלְ וּהוּספָתְּשֶׁ דעַ ,םיטִעָוּמ םימִיָ וּיהָ אֹל :וּרמְאָ
 ירֵבְדִּ לעַ תָּסְפַּתְנִּשֶׁ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ ךָירֶשְׁאַ :וֹל רמַאָ ?ןאכָלְ ךָאֲיבִהֲ ימִ ,סוּפּפַּ :וֹל רמַאָ .וֹלצְאֶ וּהוּשׁבָחֲוַ הדָוּהיְ
  .םילִטֵבְּ םירִבָדְּ לעַ ספַּתְנִּשֶׁ סוּפּפַלְ וֹל יוֹא .הרָוֹת

The Sages said: Not a few days passed until they seized Rabbi Akiva and incarcerated 
him in prison, and seized Pappos ben Yehuda and incarcerated him alongside him. Rabbi 
Akiva said to him: Pappos, who brought you here? Pappos replied: Happy are you, Rabbi 
Akiva, for you were arrested on the charge of engaging in Torah study. Woe unto Pappos 
who was seized on the charge of engaging in idle matters. 

 
Examples 

• Continues personal learning remain a Talmid Chacham 
• Conducts weekly, daily and monthly shiurim of multiple levels  
• Creates community conversations about pressing topics the community needs to hear 

about 
• Helps create and lead the committee in charge of scholars in residence 
• Encourages and facilitates the organic formation of learning groups within the shul 
• Inspiring people to greater commitment to Torah and the Torah lifestyle 

 

Role 2: Pastoral Caregiver 
Like a Mother 

5. Bamidbar 11:12 

 קֵ֔נֹּיַה־תֶא֙ ןֵמֹאָה אָּׂ֤שִי רֶׁ֨שֲאַּכ ָךֶ֗קיֵחְבּ והֵ֣אָׂש יַ֜לֵא רַ֨מאֹת־יִּֽכּ והיִּ֑תְדִלְי יִ֖כֹנָא־םִא הֶּ֔זַה םָ֣עָה־לָּכ תֵ֚א יִתיִ֗רָה יִ֣כֹנָאֶה
  ׃ויָֽתֹבֲאַלָ ּתְעַּ֖בְׁשִנ רֶׁ֥שֲא הָ֔מָדֲאָֽה לַ֚ע

Did I produce all this people, did I engender them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom 
as a caregiver carries an infant,’ to the land that You have promised on oath to their fathers? 
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Rav Avraham Isaac Kook, known as 
Rav Kook, and also known by the 
acronym HaRaAYaH, was an 
Orthodox rabbi, and the first 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British 
Mandatory Palestine. He is 
considered to be one of the fathers of 
religious Zionism, and is known for 
founding the Mercaz HaRav Yeshiva. 
1865-1935 

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank was a 
renowned halachic scholar and 
served as Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem 
for several decades. 
1873-1960 

Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, 
December 10, 1915 – November 
21, 2006 was a rabbi, posek, and 
dayan in Jerusalem. 
1915-2006 

 
6. Tzitz Eliezer XIIX:63:2,5 

 
… 
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Examples 
• Endeavors to create personal relationships with all the people in the community 
• Guides families through the birthing process 
• Helps guide and prepare kids for their bar/bat mitzvah 
• Prepares and leads couples as they prepare to and do get married 
• Counsel and refer out people struggling with marital issues 
• Counsel and advise parents struggling with child raising 
• Helping facilitate those in need of Geirus 
• Helping those in financial straits 
• Checks-in on those who live alone 
• Visits members in hospital 
• Assists with end-of-life issues 
• Guides family through funerals and shiva 

Role 3: The Rabbi as a Posek 
Moshe in Parshas Yisro adjudicating cases.  

7. Shmos 18:13-16 

-תאֶ טפֹּשְׁלִ ,השֶׁמֹ בשֶׁיֵּוַ ,תרָחֳמָּמִ ,יהִיְוַ  גי
-דעַ רקֶבֹּהַ-ןמִ ,השֶׁמֹ-לעַ םעָהָ דמֹעֲיַּוַ ;םעָהָ
 .ברֶעָהָ

13 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to 
judge the people; and the people stood about Moses from 
the morning unto the evening. 

 השֶׂעֹ אוּה-רשֶׁאֲ-לכָּ תאֵ ,השֶׁמֹ ןתֵחֹ ארְיַּוַ  די
 התָּאַ רשֶׁאֲ הזֶּהַ רבָדָּהַ-המָ ,רמֶאיֹּוַ ;םעָלָ
-לכָוְ ,ךָדֶּבַלְ בשֵׁוֹי התָּאַ עַוּדּמַ--םעָלָ השֶׂעֹ
 .ברֶעָ-דעַ רקֶבֹּ-ןמִ ךָילֶעָ בצָּנִ םעָהָ

14 And when Moses' father-in-law saw all that he did to 
the people, he said: 'What is this thing that thou doest to 
the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the 
people stand about thee from morning unto even?' 

 ,םעָהָ ילַאֵ אבֹיָ-יכִּ  :וֹנתְחֹלְ ,השֶׁמֹ רמֶאיֹּוַ  וט
 .םיהִלֹאֱ שׁרֹדְלִ

15 And Moses said unto his father-in-law: 'Because the 
people come unto me to inquire of God; 

 ןיבֵּ ,יתִּטְפַשָׁוְ ,ילַאֵ אבָּ ,רבָדָּ םהֶלָ היֶהְיִ-יכִּ  זט
 ,םיהִלֹאֱהָ יקֵּחֻ-תאֶ יתִּעְדַוֹהוְ ;וּהעֵרֵ ןיבֵוּ שׁיאִ
 .ויתָרֹוֹתּ-תאֶוְ

16 when they have a matter, it cometh unto me; and I 
judge between a man and his neighbour, and I make them 
know the statutes of God, and His laws.' 

 
8. Seder Olam Rabba 32 

 ןאכ דע ,הנש ב"י ךלמש ןודקמ סורדנסכלא אוה ,)ג אי םש( 'וגו רבשת ודמעכו 'וגו רובג ךלמ דמעו
 ,(זי בכ ילשמ )םימכח ירבד עמשו ךנזא טה ,ךליאו ןאכמ ,שדקה חורב םיאבנתמ םיאיבנה ויה
 ,'וגו ךנטבב םרמשת יכ םיענ יכ רמאנש

9. TB Bava Basra  12a 
  לוֹדגָּבַּ הלֶתְנִ ןטָקָ רמֵוֹא יוֵהֱ ימִבְּ הלֶתְנִ ימִ המָכְחׇ בבַלְ אבִנָוְ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ איבִנָּמִ ףידִעָ םכָחָוְ רמָימֵּאַ רמַאָ

Ameimar said: And a Sage is greater than a prophet, as it is stated: “And a prophet has a 
heart of wisdom” (Psalms 90:12), i.e., he is wise. When comparisons are drawn, who is 



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump  7 

compared to whom? You must say that the lesser is compared to the greater. Here too, 
prophecy is compared to wisdom, thus indicating that wisdom is greater than prophecy. 
 

10. Responsa Maharif, Responsum 59 
Rabbi Yaʻaḳov Farag'i. 
Rabbi at Alexandria, Egypt, in the middle of the seventeenth century; brother-in-law of Shabbethai Nawawi, 
rabbi of Rashid, and teacher of Samuel Laniado. Al-Faraji was the author of responsa, extracts from which 
were incorporated in the collection "Birke Yosef," published by Azulai at Leghorn in 1774-76. 
[Jewish Encyclopedia] 

 וגהנש בר םהל שיש םוקמב לבא ,ארתאד ארמ בר םהל ןיאש םוקמב אקוד ונייה אבור רתב ןנילזאד אהד
 ,תקולחמ םוש הב ןיאש יניסמ השמל הכלהכ םהילע ועבקוה ברה ותוא ירבד ,ויקספ לכב וילע ךומסל
 הרות ירבדמ זז וליאכ אוה ירה ,ארמוחל אלוקמ וליפא וירבדמ זזהו .וילע םיקלוח םיברש םוקמב וליפאו
 .םבר דובכב לזלזמו

“That that Jewish law usually follows the majority opinion in when people do not have 
a communal Rabbi (Mara D’Asra). When they do have a communal Rabbi who is 
accepted by the community, the words of that Rabbi are considered immutable to them 
as if they were given from Moses at Sinai, and there can be no dispute about them, even 
if many argue on his decision. A person who disobeys his guidance, even to be more 
stringent, it is as if he has left the Torah itself and disgraced the honor of the 
Rabbinate.” 
 

11. Responsa Shivas Tzion, Responsum 23 
Rabbi Shmuel Landau (1752 – 31 October 1834, Prague), was chief Rabbinic Judge of Prague. Landau was 
the champion of Orthodox Rabbinism, and published his responsa under the title of Shivas Tzion (Prague, 
1827). He edited his father's Ahavas Tzion and Doresh LeTzion (ib. 1827), adding to the former work four 
homilies of his own, and to the latter a number of halakic discourses. [Jewish Encyclopedia] 

 י"ח 'יס ד"וי ע"שב ןניקספש ומכ םכחל וניכס הארמש דע טוחשל יאשר טחושה ןיא ןידה פ"ע ירהש
 רוסיא רבד לכ לע חיגשהל ותלהק ינבמ לבקתנש אוה עודי להקהמ לבקתנש ארתאד ארמ שיש םוקמב...
 האורש ברו ךכ לע והונמיה הלהקה ינבו ליאוה ןמאנ ברה ע"כל הזב חבטה לעו טחושה לע דוחיבו רתיהו
  ךכל והונמיה הלהקה ינבש םעטמ ולספל ודיב הנותנ תושרה דושח אוה טחושהש ומצעב

 
According to Jewish law, a ritual slaughterer may not slaughter any animals until he shows his 
knife to the sage as is regulated In the Code of Jewish Law… In a locale when there is a 
community Rabbi who has been chosen by the community Rabbi, it is understood that his 
responsibilities to the community include oversight on permitted and forbidden foods and 
especially the ritual slaughter and meets. It is unilaterally accepted that the Rabbi is trusted 
since he was appointed as Rabbi for this. Thus if he believes the ritual slaughter is suspect, he is 
allowed to invalidate his word, because that is what the community trusted him to do.  
 

12. Responsa Igros Moshe, Choshen Mishpat Responsum 39 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (March 3, 1895 – March 23, 1986) was a Lithuanian Orthodox rabbi, scholar and 
posek (an authoritative adjudicator of questions related to Jewish law), who was world-renowned for his 
expertise in Halakha and was regarded by many as the de facto supreme halakhic authority for Orthodox 
Jewry of North America during his lifetime. In the Orthodox world he is widely referred to simply as "Reb 
Moshe", and his halakhic rulings are widely quoted in contemporary rabbinic literature. 
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Regarding the Kosher standards in Pittsburgh, it is patently obvious and clear that they need to 
remain under the purview of the Vaad (council) of local Rabbis as it was until now. This is how 
it should be because all matters of permitted and forbidden food, and any matter pertaining to 
our holy Torah and its commandments are their responsibility… 
No other person has the right to involve themselves in the matter of Kosher standards without 
the permission of the Vaad, even if they may themselves be a Rabbi and an expert. And most 
certainly regarding a person that the Rabbis do not recognize his credentials, such a person may 
not be allowed to be involved in Kosher standards and no person may rely on his Kosher 
standards. 

Examples 
• Responds to shaylos from members in a timely fashion 
• Addresses questions of members travelling 
• Serves as connector with OU Kashrus and members for kashrus shaylos 
• Serves as connector with RCA Beth Din and Halachik legal shaylos 
• Ensuring the Halachik status of Kashrus in the shul kitchen and building 
• Responsible for Mechiras Chametz 

 

The Rabbinate of the 21st Century 
13. TB Moed Katan 6a 

  .לאֵרָשְׂיִ ץרֶאֶ תאֶ דיסִפְהַלְ אֹלּשֶׁ האָמְוּט םוֹקמְּמִ ןוּיּצִ ןיקִיחִרְמַ ןיאֵ :ןרַמַאֲ אהָ ,אמָיאֵ תיעֵבָּיאִוְ .ןיכִבָּוּסמְבִּ

The Gemara answers: The case is where the trees are scattered throughout the entire field, so 
that it is likely that the entire field was plowed. And if you wish, say instead: This is not a 
concern, as we said earlier that one does not distance the marker too far from the actual site 
of ritual impurity, so as not to cause a loss of Eretz Yisrael. As the marker is located near 
the trees, presumably the trees are close to the actual site of the grave, and the site of the grave 
was plowed.  

 ןנַבָּרַמֵ אבָּרְוּצ הּנַּימִ עמַשְׁ :ייֵבָּאַ רמַאָ .רבָדָּבַּ ןיאִיקִבְּ לכֹּהַ ןיאֵשֶׁ יפִלְ ,דימִלְתַּ וֹא ןקֵזָ םשָׁ אהֵיְּשֶׁ דעַ :רמֵוֹא הדָוּהיְ יבִּרַ
  .איָמְרַ הּילֵעֲ אתָמָדְ ילֵּימִ לכׇּ — אתָמָבְּ אכָּיאִדְּ

It is taught in the baraita that Rabbi Yehuda says: One relies on these signs only when there 
is an Elder or a rabbinic scholar who can testify about the matter, as not all are well versed 
in this matter, and perhaps the field was not plowed at all. Abaye said: Learn from this 
statement of Rabbi Yehuda that when there is a Torah scholar in the city, all affairs of the 
city are thrust upon him, i.e., are his responsibility. Consequently, he is expected to know 
what has happened in the city. 
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Rabbi as Volunteer Manager 

 
 

Rabbi as Office Manager 

 
 

Rabbi as Chief Technological Officer 

 
 

Rabbi as a (free) Therapist 

 
 

Rabbi as Fundraiser 

 
 

Rabbi as Community Ambassador 

 
 
 

 

Putting it All Together 
14. Siddur 

 .וֹל םלָוֹע תוֹכילִהֲ .רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .אבָּהַ םלָוֹע ןבֶּ אוּהשֶׁ וֹל חטָבְמֻ .םוֹי לכָבְּ תוֹכלָהֲ הנֶוֹשּׁהַ לכָּ .וּהיָּלִאֵ יבֵדְ אנָתָּ
  :תוֹכלָהֲ אלָּאֶ תוֹכילִהֲ ירֵקְתִּ לאַ
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It was taught in the school of Elijah; Whoever studies halachos every day, he is assured of life 
in the World-to-Come, for it is said, The ways (halichos) of the world are His." Do not read 
halichos, but halachos:  

 ברַוְ׳ה ידֵוּמּלִ ךְיִנַבָּ לכָוְ .רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .םלָוֹעבָּ םוֹלשָׁ םיבִּרְמַ םימִכָחֲ ידֵימִלְתַּ .אנָינִחֲ יבִּרַ רמַאָ רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 .ךְלֵיחֵבְּ םוֹלשָׁ יהִיְ :לוֹשׁכְמִ וֹמלָ ןיאֵוְ .ךָתֶרָוֹת יבֵהֲאֹלְ ברָ םוֹלשָׁ :ךְיִנָוֹבּ אלָּאֶ .ךְיִנָבָּ ירֵקְתִּ לאַ .ךְיִנָבָּ םוֹלשְׁ
 וֹמּעַלְ זעֹ׳ה :ךְלָ בוֹט השָׁקְבַאֲ וּניהֵֹלאֱ׳ה תיבֵּ ןעַמַלְ :ךְבָּ םוֹלשָׁ אנָּ הרָבְּדַאֲ יעָרֵוְ יחַאַ ןעַמַלְ :ךְיִתָוֹנמְרְאַבְּ הוָלְשַׁ
  :םוֹלשָּׁבַ וֹמּעַ תאֶ ךְרֵבָיְ׳ה .ןתֵּיִ

Rabbi Eliezer said on behalf of Rabbi Chanina: the disciples of the wise increase peace in the 
world, for it is said: ‘and all your children will be disciples of Adonoy's [Torah]; and great will 
be the peace of your children.' Do not read banayich [your children] but read bonayich [your 
builders]. Great is the peace of those who love Your Torah, and they will have no stumbling 
block [misfortune]. Let there be peace within your moats, serenity within your palaces. For 
the sake of my brethren and companions, I will say: ‘peace be with you.' For the sake of the 
House of Adonoy, our God, I will seek [pray for] your good. 

 

 
 

15. The Rabbinate as Calling and Challenge, Rabbi Benjamin Samuels

 

 
 


