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170 Chapter 25
As noted, there is no maximum amount of time that a utensil can remain
in the hag’alah water, and similarly there is no minimum amount of time.
Rather, we assume that b’liah “instantly” comes out when the utensil is put
into the boiling water. Nonetheless, Rav Belsky said that it seems logical
that the utensil must remain in the water for as long as it takes for the
utensil’s walls to become heated. For how can it be that the boiling water

has penetrated the utensil and drawn out all b’ljos, if the utensil is not yet
even hot.”

This means that if one kashers a thick, cast-iron pot with hag’alah,? they
have to leave it in the water for long enough for the entire thickness of
metal to become heated to hag’alah temperatures. One way to determine
this is that after the cast iron pot is put into the hag’alah water that water
will cool down, and when the water heats back up to a rolling boil one can
assume the cast iron pot has also become heated. On an industrial level,
it is relevant when kashering a thick piston, such as in a piston filler or
homogenizer,® or if one submerges a heavy piece of equipment into a
kettle of hot water as a form of hag’alah.
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