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TEHILLIM 118: A SONG
FOR ALL TIME
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"1 shall net die but live and .
prockaim the works of the LORD."

Psalos 188, 17
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(1) TEHILLIM 118

02

(1) O give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever.

(2) So let Israel now say, "For His mercy endures forever."

(3) So let the house of Aaron now say, "For His mercy endures forever."

(4) So let those that fear Hashem now say, "For His mercy endutes forever."
(5) Out of my straits I called upon Hashem. He answered me with great
enlargement.

(6) Hashem is for me; I will not fear. What can man do to me?

(7) Hashem is for me as my helper; and I shall gaze upon those that hate me.

(8) It is better to take refuge in Hashem than to trust in man.

(9) It is better to take refuge in Hashem than to trust in princes.

(10) All nations surround me. In the name of Hashem I will cut them off.
(11) They surround me, yea, they surround me. In the name of Hashem I
will cut them off.

(12) They surround me like bees. They are quenched as the fire of thorns. In
the name of Hashem I will cut them off.

(13) You pushed me hard that I might fall, but Hashem helped me.

(14) Hashem is my strength and song; He has become my salvation.

(15) The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous. The
right hand of Hashem does valiantly.

(16) The right hand of Hashem is exalted. The right hand of Hashem does
valiantly.

(17) 1 shall not die, but live. And I shall declare the works of Hashem.

(18) Hashem has chastened me harshly; but He has not given me over to
death.

(19) Open to me the gates of righteousness. I will enter into them; I will give
thanks to Hashem.

(20) This is the gate of Hashem. The righteous shall enter into it.

(21) I will give thanks to You, for You have answered me, and have become
my salvation.

(22) The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner-
stone.

(23) This is Hashem's doing. It is marvelous in our eyes.

(24) This is the day which Hashem has made. We will rejoice and be glad in
1t.

(25) We beseech You, Hashem, save now! We beseech You, Hashem, make
us prospet!

(26) Blessed be he that comes in the name of Hashem. We bless you out of
the house of Hashem.

(27) Hashem is God, and has given us light. Order the festival procession
with boughs, even to the horns of the altar.

(28) You are my God, and I will give thanks to You. You are my God, I will
exalt You.

(29) O give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His mercy endures
forever.
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COMMENTARY

(2) ROBERT ALTER, THE BOOK OF PSALMS, TEHILLIM 118:1

Some of [the psalm’s] segments seem disjunct with others, and there are medieval manuscripts that divide
this text into as many as five different psalms.

(3) MISHNA SUKKAH 3:11
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In a place where they were accustomed to repeat certain verses, he, too, should repeat them. If the
custom is to recite them plainly, without repetition, he should recite them plainly.

(4) RASHI SUKKAH 38A
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To repeat — each and every verse. They had this practice because there is a section which is entirely repeated:
“Hodu” at the beginning and end, “Yomar Na” three times, etc... But from “Odecha” and onwards it is not
repeated, and this is why they say later (Sukkah 39a) that they would continue to repeat from “Odecha” and
onwards.
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(5) DA’AT MIKRA TEHILLIM 118:25
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(6) NETIV BINAH V. 3 PP.301-2
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What transpired between v. 24 and v. 25? After the three people bringing offers spilled their hearts in

prayer, and the priests and the congregation replied with various responses, the time has come for offering
korbanot, bringing their blood to the altar, and throwing it. At this festive and supreme time, a holy likeness
dwelled in the courtyard of the Mikdash... With every offering of korbanot there is silence. A consequence of
these moments of sacrificial offering impacted everyone present, who bowed and fell on their faces...

ONE VOICE OR MANY?

(7) KARL SCHMIDT, CITED IN NETIV BINAH V. 3 PP. 298-302
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(8) DA’AT MIKRA TEHILLIM 118
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A SYMPHONY ACROSS TIME

(9) SHEMOT 15:2, 6

.....

(2) Yah is my might and my song; He was for me a salvation. This is my God and I will beautify Him, the
God of my father and I will exalt Him... (6) Your right hand, Hashem, glorious in power, Your right hand,
Hashem, shatters the enemy.

(10) PARALLELS FROM YESHAYAHU (CREDIT: DR. BENNY GESUNDHEIT)

AT M S1D.20.9.00. 7 NP DD D T TTI RETT OP3 0K (3-8 37 TP
" NN L Y e TR M 0D MR KDY naw e bx man o3
D W M PP W Rt *h vy
0ee®3EIY °D TIN 313 W OPOIY oo Y TTTIN POLW AR UK T DR LTVD WTPE)
PNTY T PR TORD (oK 8 ” e ATWNS e 15030 15 wp
TN T TR OPT MY ..l DPIBR W PTIY Y3 RSN oW NS 13,7 wpe

Y ST VDN L3 e 113 (2 13 1PF3 T Y20 0 nTD yripe
sqEoTNe YR VMW TOW P D

(11) PESACHIM 117A

L7119 K9 19 K97 MR 07 .00 DY TRy vy 1mn DRI awh iR pyehR 027 29K on a1 990 127 10
2277 TIPRY TTHYY AYYR IMIRR PRI YT IR AT 020 ARYN "wyn? CynY” (07 TR UTiRE M0 120wn
RLc o) By m 74 IR b A A T[T\ e y IR M)

The Sages taught: This hallel, who initially recited it? Rabbi Eliezer says: Moses and the Jewish
people recited it when they stood by the sea. They said: “Not to us, God, not to us, but to Your
name give glory” (Psalms 115:1). The Divine Spirit responded and said to them: “For My own sake,
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for My own sake, will I do it” (Isaiah 48:11). Rabbi Yehuda says: Joshua and the Jewish people
recited it when they defeated the kings of Canaan who stood against them (see Joshua 12:7-24). They
said: Not to us, and the Divine Spirit responded: For My own sake...
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And the Rabbis say that halle/ was not established for any specific event, but the Prophets among them
instituted that the Jewish people should recite it on every appropriate occasion, and for every trouble,
may it not come upon the Jewish people. When they are redeemed, they recite it over their
redemption.

(12) MIDRASH TEHILLIM 118:6, 10
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Hashem is for me, I will not fear. What can a person do to me? — Avraham said, “what can Nimrod do to
me?” Yaakov said, “what can Eisav do to me?” David said, “what can Goliat do to me?”
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All nations have surrounded me — Gog and Magog will go up to Yerushalayim 3 times, like how Sancherev
went up to Israel and how Nevuchadnetzar went up to Yerushalayim.

(13) IBN EZRA TEHILLIM 118:16
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THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LORD. Only the right hand of the Lord, not that of a human being,

The psalmist mentions the right hand of God three times because doing so indicates that this will occur
time after time.

(14) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:14

This statement, A7 *7 7" 7= NN 1Y, makes us view the whole, long period of Israel’s exile as a direct
demonstration of the Lord’s power, an act of God even as the splendid moment of 710 @° YR was. In fact,
the importance of Israel’s exile could be said to surpass that of the miracle at the shores of the Red Sea,
because the latter took only moments, while the former can be measured in terms of thousands of years.

(15) SIFRA ON VAYIKRA 18:5
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“That a person will do” — Rabbi Yirmiyah would say, “how do we know that even a gentile who keeps the
Torah is like the High Priestr”...

Likewise, “This is the gate of Hashem,” “Priests, Levites, and Israel will come through it”?! It doesn’t say
that, but rather, “the righteous will come through it.”

(16) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:25

XIX is the call voiced by the nations that follow Israel’s lead. At last they have realized that they can expect
true salvation only from the Lord, and therefore they direct their plea to Him.

(17) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:28

Mankind attains the solemnity of spirit necessary to make this decision, and it proclaims its resolve in its
avowal of the homage to the Lord as “its own” God.

(18) DA’AT MIKRA TEHILLIM 118
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FURTHER READING

(19) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:6-9

“And when men were at my side to help me, I viewed them simply as messengers of the Lord, as part of His
plan... When men came to my aid, I did not put my trust in such assistance as they gave me, but in God
alone, Whose work I beheld in this help from human hands. Hence I also did not despair even when 1
lacked such aid, and saw only man’s hatred round about me.”... Thus the thought of Verses 7-9 is “It is
better to look with confidence toward the help of God, though it be far off, than to trust in the aid of men,
though it be present even now, even if these men are 2°2°71...

(20) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:10-12

This allegory of the thorn and the fire may stem from the thought of the smarting, “burning” sting of the
bees. But what is it that has given Israel the strength to face unflinchingly these long, long centuries of
torture? It was only '71 QW2 that Israel could face all its foes and every peril, and win the victory of
persevering survival.

(21) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 118:26

V. 26 does not mean “Blessed be the one who comes in the Name of the Lord,” but “Let him who comes
be blessed in, or with, the Name of the Lord.” Actually, it is not “7z the Name of the Lord” but rather “with
the Name of the Lord.”... It is explicitly said of [the priests]: D72R IR1 DX *12 7Y "MW MW, they are to
make Israel the bearers of the Name of the Lord, to put the impress of God’s Name upon all of Israel’s
affairs, so that these may all be dedicated to God and shaped in accordance with His will.
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