College Learning Initiative at KINS Yair.Lichtman@gmail.com

CAN I FULFILL THE
MITZVAH TO LIVE IN
ISRAEL FROM CHICAGO?

R’ Yair Lichtman

OCTOBER 17, 2023
LLLLLL CONGREGATION KINS
E= == 7"'5WN M1 NWwID




“\\U/H 1702

KOLLEL

THE MITZVAH TO LIVE IN ISRAEL
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The fourth [forgotten| mitzvah is that we are commanded to inherit the land that Hashem gave to our
forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and not to leave it in the hands of other nations or desolate.
This is what he said to them, “You shall take possession of the land, and dwell therein; for I have given the
land to you to possess it. You shall inherit the land.” The matter of this mztzvah was repeated in other
places... [to teach| that we must not ignore any place from this... this is what our Sages called “a war of
mitvah.”

Similarly, after we eliminate the designated nations from the land, if our tribes then want to leave the land
and conquer another land, like Shin’ar, Ashur, or others, they are not permitted to do so, for we are
obligated in conquering and settling [Israel]. From our Sages statement that Yehoshua’s war was to conquer
[the land], we should understand that the m7fzvah entails conquest... Behold, we are command in its
conquest for all generations.

I say that the mitzvah which our Sages praise, namely, dwelling in the land of Israel, until they said that
anyone who leaves it and dwells outside of Israel is like an idolater... and many other praises besides, all of
this is based on this positive mitzvah, that we are commanded to conquer and inhabit the land. Therefore, it
is a positive commandment for generations, obligating each of us individually, even while we are in exile, as
is clear from the Talmud in many places.

The language of the Sifrei: “There was a story with R” Yehuda ben Beteirah, R” Matiah ben Cheresh, R’
Chananiah ben Achi, R’ Yehoshua, and R’ Natan, who left [Israel] for Chutz LaAretz. When they arrived at
Platiah and remembered Israel, their eyes perked and their tears flowed and they ripped their garments...
and said that inhabiting Israel is worth all of the mzfzpot in the Torah.”
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POSSIBLE APPLICATION IN CHUTZ LA-ARETZ

TRAVELING IN ISRAEL
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With regard to the aforementioned verse “And spirit to they who walk there” (Isaiah 42:5), Rabbi
Yirmeya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: Anyone who walks four cubits in Eretz Yisrael is
assured of a place in the World-to-Come.

(3) SHU”T RIVASH 101 (R’ YITZCHAK BEN SHESHET, 14TH CENTURY
ALGIERS)
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Since, for the matter of a mitgvah, one can depart even on a Friday, there is no doubt that traveling to Israel
is a mutzvab. .. Similarly, our sages said that one who travels 4 Amot in Israel is assured a place in the World
to Come. That which [Yirmiyahu| the prophet said to the exiles, “Build house...” was merely because of the
exile to which they had been sentenced, and the ones who exiled them would not let them return until they
came to Israel with Koresh’s permission... Similarly, one should not say that going to Israel is not a mitzvah,
and only settling is, because one who goes to Israel with intention of dwelling there is called “one who is
involved in the mitzvab. ..

Behold, it follows from all of these [proofs] that even though traveling is not the main mitzvah, nevertheless,
since he is going to do a mitzvab, he is called “one who is involved in a mitzvah,” and the same applies to one
who travels to go to Israel.

(4) SHU”T MAHARIT YD 2:28 (R’ YOSEF DI TRANI, 16TH CENTURY
GREECE)
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It seems to me that the reason of Rabbeinu Asher in this responsa, where he equates this vow [to travel to
the Land of Israel] to all other types of non-mitzvah vows, is that a vow to travel [to the Land of Israel]
does not constitute a mitzvah because the primary mitzvah is not travelling there, but settling there, as stated
by Ramban. However, regarding one who travels there to visit with intent to return, we do not find a
prominent mitzvah. Even if one were to say that there is a merit, from what they said that anyone who
walks four cubits in the Land of Israel is assured a place in the world to come, as it states, ‘and spirit to
those who walk within it,” nevertheless, there is no mitzvab.

(5) SHULKHAN ARUKH OC 248:4
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For those who travel with a caravan in the wilderness, and everyone knows that they will need to violate
Shabbat because they can’t remain in the desert by themselves throughout Shabbat due to danger, it is
prohibited to depart during the three days prior to Shabbat. However, on Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday, it is
permitted to depart, and if it then becomes dangerous and he will need to violate Shabbat to preserve his
life, it is permitted and not a desecration of Shabbat.

One who goes up to Israel, if a caravan is available even on Friday, one can go with them because it is a
mitzvah. One should stop with them to rest on Shabbat, but if, once they are in the wilderness, they no

longer want to stop, he can travel with them even outside of the fchum, because of the danger to human
life...

(6) MAGEN AVRAHAM OC 248:15 (R” AVRAHAM GOMBINER, 17TH
CENTURY POLAND)
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One who goes up to Israel: This is specifically with the intention of dwelling there, but some say that [this is
true| even if your intention is to return, because even walking 4 Amot in Israel is a Mitzvah.

PURCHASING PROPERTY IN ISRAEL

(7) GITTIN 8B
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The baraita turther teaches: And one who purchases a field in Syria is like one who purchases a field in
the outskirts of Jerusalem. The Gemara asks: With regard to which halakha was this stated? What
practical ruling is taught by this statement? Rav Sheshet says: This serves to say that one writes a bill of
sale [ono] for this purchase, and one may write a bill of sale even on Shabbat.

The Gemara asks: Can it enter your mind that one may write this bill of sale on Shabbat? Writing on
Shabbat is a prohibited labor for which one is liable to receive court-imposed capital punishment. The
Gemara explains: This is as Rava says with regard to a similar issue, that one tells a gentile that he should
do it, and he does so. Here too, it is referring to a situation where one tells a gentile that he should write
a bill of sale, and he does so. And even though the halakha generally is that telling a gentile to perform
an action that is prohibited for a Jew on Shabbat violates a rabbinic decree, since the Sages prohibited
instructing a gentile to perform prohibited labor on behalf of a Jew on Shabbat, here the Sages did not
impose this decree, due to the mitzva of settling Eretz Yisrael.

(8) SHU”T RASHBASH 1 (R’ SHLOMO BEN SHIMON, 15TH CENTURY
ALGIERS)
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In the first chapter of Gittin and in the chapter of HaMerubeh, it says that one who purchases a house in
Israel can have his o7 written on Shabbat, and the meaning of oz is “document.” It says there that even
though amiralb I'akum is a rabbinic prohibition, for the sake of inhabiting Israel, the Rabbis did not prohibit
it... The main idea is that yeshzvah means dwelling, and going up to Israel is a way to accomplish dwelling,
and “Yishuv” 1s needed in order to fulfill dwelling... This is the matter regarding going up and yishuv, which
is that the mitzvabh itself is dwelling, and going up is just a prior cause, because if one who is outside of Israel
won’t go up, he will not enter the land. Yishuv is like planting gardens, orchards, and purchasing houses,
because anywhere you can find food and shelter, you can find “dwelling.” It is possible that a person will
have gardens, orchards, and houses, the prerequisites for dwelling, but he will not dwell there, which proves
that Yishuv is not dwelling. .. Therefore, I say that settling the land and going up are both causes for the
mitzvah, but one comes first and the other is proximate, but the mitzvah itself is only dwelling.

(9) SHU”T AVNEI NEZER YD 454 (R AVRAHAM BORNSZTAIN, 19TH
CENTURY SOCHATCHOV, POLAND)
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18) From here, it follows that if a person lives in Israel and has no source of income there except for that
which is sent from outside of Israel, such that his sustenance comes from the authorities outside of Israel,
how could this constitute dwelling in Israel? This is the reason that the gedolim did not go to Israel. Even
though one can say that only money is sent from Israel, and they buy and consume the produce of Israel,
still it is more reasonable to say that this is called one who is sustained from outside of Israel.
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20) One can further say that when we say that one who recieves sustenance from Chutz LaAretz is
considered to be one who is supported from the authorities in Chutz LaAretz, this is only when one receives
it as charity, such that the one in Chutz LaAretz is the giver and the one in Israel is the receiver. However, if
they give to the inhabitants of Israel for their honor, like one who brings a gift to a Sage, this is not
considered being sustained by a resident of Chutz LaAretz... The law remains that one who dwells in Israel
and is supported by the Diaspora also fulfill the mitzvah to dwell in Israel... Nonetheless, the main mitzvah
in its fullness applies to those who dwell in Israel and sustain themselves from the bounty of Israel...
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Even for those people who dwell outside of Israel, it is still a great mitzvah to purchase land in Israel.
Especially if they get income from it, even if they live in Chutz LaAretz, they are partially considered to be
dwelling in Israel.

(10) PISKEI TESHUVA VOL 2. P. 38 (RABBI AVRAHAM PIETERKOVSKI, 20TH
CENT. POLAND)
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It seems that even if a person lives outside of Israel, but purchases a field or house in Israel, he fulfills part
of the positive commandment, because he perforce causes that the land should be settled... I also found in
the Avnei Nezer that purchasing a plot in Israel, even if he lives outside of Israel, is still partially considered
living in Israel. However, if a Jew buys a field or house from another Jew in Israel, it seems that he isn’t
tulfilling a mztzvab of inhabiting Israel, because he has not accomplishing inheriting the land or living there.
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(11) RAVSHMUEL MOHILEVER (19™ CENTURY BIALYSTOK), LETTER TO
THE FIRST ZIONIST CONGRESS IN 1897
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The simple reason for the great weight of this mitzvab is that it is the foundation of our existence as a nation.
One who believes this is a true lover of Tzion with his whole heart and soul, and without this knowledge and
belief, one who lends us his hand is just like one who gives a gift to fulfill all opinions.

SUPPORTING CAUSES IN ISRAEL

(12) SIFREI TO DEVARIM 15:7
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(7) If a poor man, one of your brothers, is with you within any of your gates in your land which Hashem
your God gives you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand from your poor brother.
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"In one of your gates": The inhabitants of your city take precedence to those of another.

"In your land": The inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael take precedence to those who live outside the land.

(13) BACH YD 251 (R’ YOEL SIRKIS, 16TH-17TH CENTURY POLAND)
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It seems that the rule which prioritizes inhabitants of Israel over those of Chutz LaAretz applies only when
both are from different cities (from the giver), but the inhabitants of one’s own city obviously take
precedence over the poor of another city, even if it is in Israel... However, it is certain that when we say
that the inhabitants of Israel take precedence over those of Chutz LaAretz, it seems that even when the
poor of another city come to one’s city, they are pushed off in favor of the poor of Israel who did not come
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to the city. Rather, one sends to the proof of Israel before giving to the poor of Chutz LaAretz who come

to one’s city...

(14) PE’AT HA-SHULKHAN, HILKHOT ERETZ YISRAEL, BEIT YISRAEL 2:29
(R’ YISRAEL BEN SHMUEL ASHKENAZI OF SHKLOV, 19TH CENTURY
ISRAEL)
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It seems to me that the verse and it’s interpretation in the Sifrei referred to Israel... and not to the poor of
one’s city outside of Israel, to say that they should take precedence over the proof of “your land,” which is
Israel, as it makes more sense that they shouldn’t take precedence, for when one gives to the poor of Israel,

one fulfills two mitzvot: sustaining the poor and inhabiting Eretz Yisrael.

(15) PNEI DAVID, PARSHAT RE’EH 15 (R’ CHAIM YOSEF DAVID AZULAI,
18TH CENTURY ISRAEL AND ITALY)

It is possible that even the Bach didn’t say [that the local poor
take precedence over the poor overseas| except when he is
sending money to the poor of Israel. However, when a
messenger comes from Israel, whose enter sblichut is to
facilitate dwelling in the land, for without the help of the
Diaspora Jews, the land and all its inhabitants would melt
before the other nations and bandits in their abominations
and the name of Israel would no longer be found in Eretz
Yisrael, then in this, even the Bach and those who agree with
him would concede that this takes precedence over the poor
of one’s city. For see how strict our Sages were regarding the
habitation of Israel, going so far as to permit writing on
Shabbat in their courts and buying houses from non-Jews on
Shabbat and signing and bringing forth documentation in
their courts, as mentioend in Shulkhan Arukh OC 3006.
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https://bknworg.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/9/5/5995719 /yishuv_eretz yisrael.pdf

https://shiurim.yutorah.net/1984/1053/735678.pdf

https:/ /www.sefaria.org/Gray Matter 111%2C Israel%2C Must Diaspora Jews Make Alivah%3F.1?lan

=bi
https:/ /hakirah.org/Vol25Buchman.pdf

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures /731742 /%D 7%9IE%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%AA -
%D 7%99%D7%A9%ID7%95%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%A8%D 7% A5-
%D 7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%1D7%90%ID7%9C

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures /935565 /The-Mitzvah-of-Living-in-Eretz-Yisrael

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures /924178 /Is-there-a-Mitzvah-of-Living-in-Eretz-Yisrael?
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https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/745434/Maintaining-a-Connection-to-the-Land-of-Israel-from-the-Diaspora
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/745434/Maintaining-a-Connection-to-the-Land-of-Israel-from-the-Diaspora
https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/studies-halakha/philosophy-halakha/land-israel-9-yishuv-eretz-yisrael
https://bknworg.weebly.com/uploads/5/9/9/5/5995719/yishuv_eretz_yisrael.pdf
https://shiurim.yutorah.net/1984/1053/735678.pdf
https://www.sefaria.org/Gray_Matter_III%2C_Israel%2C_Must_Diaspora_Jews_Make_Aliyah%3F.1?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Gray_Matter_III%2C_Israel%2C_Must_Diaspora_Jews_Make_Aliyah%3F.1?lang=bi
https://hakirah.org/Vol25Buchman.pdf
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/731742/%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%A5-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/731742/%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%A5-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/731742/%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%91-%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%A5-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/935565/The-Mitzvah-of-Living-in-Eretz-Yisrael
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/924178/Is-there-a-Mitzvah-of-Living-in-Eretz-Yisrael
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Goal: Students will explore the two elements of the witzvah to dwell in Israel, and three approaches to
tulfilling the mztzvah while living in Chutz LaAretz.
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