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You shall not defraud your fellow [Israelite]. You shall not commit robbery. The wages of a laborer shall not remain
with you until morning.

You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God: | am 77.
You shall not render an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or show deference to the rich; judge your kin fairly.
Do not deal basely with members of your people. Do not profit by the blood of your fellow [Israelite]: I am 77
You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kin but incur no guilt on their account.

Loving all Jews
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You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against members of your people. Love your
fellow [Israelite] as yourself: I am 77
What does it mean? How do you fulfill this?
1727 (3
X2 925w TIV1 WD DX NI 11720 DR 1IXOW QIRT 22 23p7 XD 3 73907 TIND 92 NAARI oywI
1(20 172) 71720 1NY PATIR TN TNDI RPY 27

This is an expression by way of overstatement, for a human heart is not able to accept a
command to love one’s neighbor as oneself. Moreover, Rabbi Akiba has already come and
taught, “Your life takes precedence over the life of your fellow-being.”
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All such arguments are among the diligent efforts of the Yetzer with which he strives to entice the
hearts of people. The Torah therefore came and stated a general principle which includes
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everything: "you shall love your neighbor as yourself* (Vayikra 19:18) - "as yourself", with no
difference whatsoever, "as yourself" without any distinction, without strategies and ploys,
literally "as yourself".

Classic approach
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There was another incident involving one gentile who came before Shammai and said to
Shammai: Convert me on condition that you teach me the entire Torah while 1 am standing on
one foot. Shammai pushed him away with the builder’s cubit in his hand. This was a common
measuring stick and Shammai was a builder by trade. The same gentile came before Hillel. He

converted him and said to him: That which is hateful to you do not do to another; that is the
entire Torah, and the rest is its interpretation. Go study.
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The commandment of love of Israel: To love [with] love of the soul each one of Israel - meaning
to say that we have compassion for an Israelite and for his money, [just] like a person has
compassion for himself and for his [own] money; as it stated (Leviticus 19:18), "you shall love
your neighbor as yourself." And they, may their memory be blessed, said (Shabbat 31a), "What is
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow." And they said in Sifra, Kedoshim, Chapter 4:12, "Rabbi
Akiva said, 'This is a great principle in the Torah™ - meaning to say that many commandments
are dependent upon it. As one that loves his fellow like himself will not steal his money, have
adultery with his wife, cheat his money from him nor hurt him from any angle. And so [too,] are
there several other commandments dependent on this - the thing is well-known [revealed] to all
who have intellect.
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The root of the commandment is well-known - as in the way that he acts to his fellow, so will his
fellow act to him. And there will be peace among the creatures with this.
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Not all a"1wx" feel that way
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There are three types of commandments, namely, commandments observed with one’s heart,
commandments observed by speech, and commandments observed by acts. The commandments
observed with the heart are of two sorts, namely, positive and negative commandments. The
positive commandments include: Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God and to cleave unto
him (Deut. 11:22); that thou mayest fear this glorious and awful Name but thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself (Lev. 19:18). The negative commandments include: Thou shalt not hate thy
brother in thy heart (Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge

3 719911 3 7D YT MYt 07and (8

92 Y72 RATRY (0 VY RIP*Y) IDRIY DD YRIWIM IORY IR 22 DX 20X 0IR P2 Yy MR
72201737 .90XY 73202 78977 INY 1300 by oI RI7 WD 3N ’7:7 o1nb1 nawa 190'7 T '[:’95
X327 0YIvY Pom A% PR 9720 17%R3

Each man is commanded to love each and every one of Israel as himself as it states: "Love your

neighbor as yourself."Therefore, one should speak the praises of [others] and show concern for

their money just as he is concerned with his own money and seeks his own honor.Whoever gains
honor through the degradation of a colleague does not have a share in the world to come.
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So what do we do? How do we feel that love?

However, what of a person who decides
to subject his nature, in order to reach a
high level so that he has no thought or
inclination in his soul for his own good,
only a desire for the good of others? In
this way he would have his desire reach
the sanctity of the Creator, as His Desire
in all of the creation and management
of the world is only for the good of the
created, and not for Himself at all.

Although it at first glance seems that
feelings of love for oneself and feelings
of love for another are like competing
co-wives one to each other, we have the
duty to try to delve into it, to find the
means to unite them, since Hashem
expects both from us.

This means [a person must] have clear
for himself and accept the truth of the
essence of his “I,” for with it the statures
of [different] people are differentiated,
each according to their level.
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The entire “I” of a coarse and lowly
person is restricted only to his substance
and body. Above him is someone who
feels that his “I" is a synthesis of body
and soul.

And above him is someone who can
include in his “I” all of his household and
family. Someone who walks according to
the way of the Torah, his “I” includes the
whole Jewish People, since in truth every
Jewish person is only like a limb of the

body of the nation of Israel.

In this [progression] there are more
levels for a fully developed person, who
can ingrain in his soul the feeling that
the entire world is his “I,” and he himself
is only one small limb of all of Creation.
Then, his self-love helps him love the
entire Jewish People and [even]

all of Creation.

But it’s so hard with some people
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