Medical Treatment on Shabbat Il #28: Getting Help on Shabbat, Part 4 / Final Review

R” Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@yu.edu

Bikur Cholim on Shabbat (continued)
1. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16! century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 287:1
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One may comfort mourners on Shabbat, and likewise one may look after the ill.

2. Rabbi Avraham Gombiner (17t century Poland), Magen Avraham Orach Chaim 287
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...They were concerned lest one be moved to cry out. And not like those who don’t go all week, only on Shabbat.

3. Rabbi Moshe ben Machir (16t century Israel), Seder haYom, Seder Seudat Shabbat v'Seder Halimud b’Shabbat
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And before one goes home, if there is an ill person to look after, or a mourner to comfort, or a chatan to gladden, go
to them after leaving [the synagogue]. And they do this more than during the week, for two reasons: 1) Because they
are not involved in work or matters which prevented the mitzvah until now. 2) Because they are more honored today
than on other days, and they have clean clothing and an “extra neshamah,” and he is suited for honor and the other
will be pleased with him. Also, because the honor and beauty of Shabbat will help him to comfort and gladden, as
though someone else is with him, and two are better than one...

4. Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu (20t-21st century Israel), Maamar Mordechai Ill Yoreh Deah 21
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The Acharonim agree that ideally one should not plan to look after him on Shabbat, when he is free of work, especially
as he cannot pray for him as he would during the week, and he might be pained by the patient’s pain... But in practice,
if he is burdened with work and the like during the week, he should go look after him on Shabbat in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of looking after the sick...
And they had a good practice in Jerusalem that on Friday night they would go look after the sick. This was so that the
malachim who escort people home from the synagogue to their homes could also join the berachah of the visitor and
say Amen...

5. Rabbi Zvi Goldberg, The Visitor’s Halachic Guide to Hospitals
https://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/medicine /43 /the-visitors-halachic-guide-to-hospitals 1 /

For the Review

6. Talmud, Yoma 84b
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And we do not do these things via non-Jews or kutim, but via gedoler yisrael. And we don't decide to do these things

on the basis of the words of women or kutim, but they count to join another view.

7. Rabbeinu Asher (13'h-14th century Germany/Spain), Rosh to Yoma 8:14

0w 09 DY NAW PYYAN M MTYY 02N DOWIR 9D ¥ 1D MWD P02 MR MMM 2°W1 %D HY Wy 8D 1% K" nwp )
And the Riva was troubled; why wouldn’t we act on the word of wise and expert women in a case of possible danger
to life, as we do on the word of men2 And regarding childbirth we override Shabbat on the word of women!
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8. Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi (11th century Morocco/Spain), Rif Yoma 4b
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And we do not do these things via non-Jews or minors, but via gedole/ yisrael. And we don't say to do these things via

women or kutim, because they join another view.

9. Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shabbat 2:3
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And when we do these things, we do not do them via non-Jews or minors or avadim or women, so that Shabbat should

not be light in their eyes, but via gedole/ yisrae/ and their sages.

10. Rabbeinu Nisim (14th century Spain), Ran on Rif Yoma 4b
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We do these this via women and kutim if the opportunity arises, since they are obligated in Shabbat and they observe

it. But we do not designate this work for them, to say “She should do it" or “That kuti should do this rescue,” lest they

come fo think, “They don’t want to override Shabbat, and they are making us stumble.”

11.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (19t-20t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 328:34
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And know that this entire passage is talking about where all of them are standing together. But if there are no men and
there are women, certainly they should not wait. They are energetic and they are rewarded for it.



