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Megillat Esther, Week 5: Why Seek a Queen? / A Nation in Exile
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Chapter 2
2:1-4 Dating Advice for Achashverosh
2:57 Introduction of Esther and Mordechai
2:8-11 Esther is taken to the harem
2:12-14 Description of the harem routine
2:15-17 Esther is selected
2:18-20 The new normal for Esther and Mordechai
2:21-23 Mordechai saves Achashverosh from a plot

Why does Achashverosh want a new queen?
1. Rashi to Esther 2:1
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“He remembered Vashti” — Her beauty, and he became sad

2. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra to Esther 2:1
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“He remembered Vashti” — Verbally. And perhaps it is that he remembered her beauty; thus it has a [conjunctive] vav;

" And what she did.”

3. Rabbi Yosef David Sinzheim, Shlal David to Esther 2:1
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“He remembered Vashti and what she did” to the Jewish girls on Shabbat. “And what was decreed upon her” because

of this, meaning the tzaraat, and therefore she couldn’t have come [to the party]. If so, she was executed unjustly, and

so he was upset about her [fate].

4. What aspects of 2:1-4 don't fit the traditional approaches?
1)
2)
3)

5. Targum to Esther 2:1
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After these events, when the bitterness of his drink faded, and when the anger of King Achashverosh rested, he began
to remember [mention?] Vashti. His counselors replied to him, saying, “But you are the one who sentenced her to death,
for what she did!” The king replied to them, “I did not decree her execution, only that she should come before me, and
she didn’t come, and | instructed [only] that the throne be removed from her!” They said to him, “It is not so; you decreed
that she be killed, upon the advice of the seven counselors!” Immediately, his anger became powerful, and he decreed
that the seven counselors should be hanged.

The Jews as a nation in exile
6. "Yehud” Daniel 2:25, Ezra 5:8
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7. Rabbi Chaim ibn Attar, Rishon I'Zion 2:10
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And it appears that two reasons compelled Mordechai to instruct Esther not to say.
First: When he saw that Esther was taken by the empire, and it is known that Israel of that time were captives and of
low esteem. Mordechai was concerned for Esther’s honour, that she not be degraded in the eyes of Achashverosh
because of her low status as part of the captivity. But [her low status] would not prevent Esther from doing as he lusted
with her, due to her beauty — but he would not marry her, because of the low status of her nation. And we say in Ketuvot
51b... The Talmud says of Esther that she knew Achashverosh would not marry her, because she would not be suited
for monarchy...
Therefore, he instructed her not to tell, for even if Achashverosh would take her for relations, so that she would not
remain in this low position. Especially within the words of the Sages, that Achashverosh hated Israel, it is obvious that
he would not make her the queen and would not place the crown of monarchy upon her head.
| also say that Mordechai knew well that Esther was not taken to the palace for nothing. For Mordechai knew the
righteousness of this righteous woman, and Gd forbid that Gd should bring her to this other than for a great need, as
developed in the end. As he said to her, “And who knows if for a time like this, etc.” Therefore he strategized, telling
her not to tell, for that reason.
Second: Mordechai wished to hide his relationship with Esther so that he would know what was done with her...

8. Mordechai and Esther https://www.ancient.eu/Marduk/ https://www.ancient.eu/ishtar/

9. Mordechai in Israel? Ezra 2:2

10. Talmud, Megillah 13b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Bigtan and Teresh were farsiyim, and they spoke the fursi tongue... And they did not know that

Mordechai was from those who sat in the Lishkat haGazit, and he knew seventy languages.

11.The exile of Yehoyachin/Yechanyah Melachim 11 24:11-15

12.Talmud, Megillah 10b
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13.Names Daniel 1:7
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