SOt By

) 2
Parshah Questions: Parshat Vayetze 5783 — Flowers on a Flag? ‘ i

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1. Bereishit 30:14-15

And Reuven went during the wheat harvest, and he found dudaim in the field and he brought them to his mother Leah.
And Rachel said to Leah: Please give me of your son’s dudaim.

And she replied: Is it a small thing that you took my husband, and you would take my son’s dudaime

And Rachel said: Therefore, he will lie with you tonight, in exchange for your son’s dudaim.

2. Midrash, Pesikta Zutrita, Bamidbar pg. 83a
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A lion was drawn on Yehudah's flag, from “Yehudah is a young lion.” Reuven’s flag was second, with Shimon and
Gad, with a drawing of dudaim, the form of a person, as in “And he found dudaim”... On the flag of the camp of
Ephraim, third, with Menasheh and Binyamin, was drawn the image of an ox, as in “Like a firstborn bull in his glory.”
The flag of the camp of Dan was last, warriors in their position, and with him Asher and Naftali, and drawn upon it
was a nesher as in “Like a nesher He awakens His nest,” for the tribe of Dan gathered all of the camps, arousing them
and energizing them. The four flags were parallel to the four chayotbeneath the Divine Throne on the four sides.

3. Why is this on Reuven's flag?
1> The Divine Throne (Pesikta Zutrita, Radak to Yechezkel 1:28)
2> Reuven’s ethics (Sanhedrin 99b)
3> Leah’s pursuit of motherhood (Bereishit Rabbah 72:5)
4> Family shalom (Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch to Bereishit 30:14)

4. Talmud, Sanhedrin 99b
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“And Reuven went during the wheat harvest” — Rava b'Rabbi Yitzchak cited Rav: From here we learn that the righteous
do not send their hands into stolen material.

5. Shir haShirim 7:14
The dudaim give forth their scent...

6. Yirmiyahu 24:1-2
Gd showed me two dudaim of figs...

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 72:5
LLTARD DR 20K Y b 2007 TR 79707 ,0°0aw TavaR 2w awh RYR NI an0n XYW '"apn ox
Gd saw that her desire was only altruistic, to produce tribes, and so the text needed to say, “And Gd heard Leah”...

8. Commentary of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch to Bereishit 30:14
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It appears that the entire matter reflects the friendship between the two sisters... [Yaakov] spent the evenings in turns
with Leah and Rachel. Reuven, still a youth, brought dudaim from the field. “Give me from them!” Rachel asked. “What
a presumptuous request! Etc.” Leah replied, humorously, but she gave her from the dudaim. This is clear from the word
“Therefore” in Rachel’s reply. “Now,” says Rachel, “Since you have been so gracious, therefore he shall be with you
this night as well.”
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