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Appreciating the Mesiras Nefesh of Chayalim and Rav Kook’s
Gentle Rebuke Towards the Early Pioneers of Israel: Yom
Hazikaron/Yom Ha'atzmaut 2”own
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Times of Israel, April, 3 2019

The remains of an Israeli soldier believed killed in a 1982 battle with Syrian forces in
Lebanon were
returned to Israel this week, the military said Wednesday, ending a 37-year search.

Sgt. First Class Zachary Baumel went missing in the 1982 First Lebanon War’s battle of
Sultan Yacoub, along with two other soldiers whose whereabouts remain unknown.
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An Angel Among Men (pp. 423-424)

A veteran member of the Kibbutz Movement recounted: When the Rav told us that he
intended on spending the Sabbath with us, he requested only two things: kosher food
and ten men with whom to pray. Obviously, the members of the kibbutz gladly complied
with his wishes, although they were afraid that the Rav would preach to them and
provoke a polemic over issues of religion and faith

“Lo and behold,” recalled the man, the Rav arrived, and he treated us like comrades,
friends, even brothers the entire Sabbath. He wanted to know about our economic
situation, our security issues, and all other matters relating to our daily lives. When the
Sabbath ended, he bid us farewell and went on his way. Until this very day we wonder
and ask ourselves, ‘What was the purpose of his visit?’ Truthfully, though, in the depths
of our souls, we know the answer. In his own way, the Rav stimulated us to think about
repentance, and he succeeded in making us stop and ask ourselves: ‘What is the
purpose of life? And ‘What have we accomplished thus far’"? He did all of this without
arguing or preaching.”

Beyond the Pale? Reflections Regarding Contemporary Relations with Non-Orthodox Jews,
Rav Aharon Lichtenstein (pp. 193-194)

Let me open with an anecdote. In the course of his stay in Eretz Ylsrael in the summer of
1935, the Rav visited the secular kibbutz of Kinneret. His host proffered some fruit, which
the Rav naturally but politely declined. Sensing the reason for the refusal to partake of
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the offering, the kibbutznik observed that he presumes that it was founded in concerns
about kashrut, whereupon he proceeded to inform his thunderstruck guest that the local
kitchen was absolutely kosher. When asked for the cause of his anomaly, he narrated
the following story. Rav Kook once spent a Shabbat at the kibbutz, and he of course
brought his own food. He ate each se’'udah with the group, including participation in the
moza’ei Shabbat fireside kumsitz. Upon taking leave of his hosts, he thanked them
graciously and concluded with a brief wish. “| hope the next time I'll be able to eat
together with you.” Sure enough, the havverim voted to introduce kashrut in their public
had okhel.

....How many would have felt and expressed Rav Kook’s pain? And how deeply? Would
we truly yearn for that “next time.” consumed by candid regret that it seems to be
constantly becoming increasingly remote?



