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1. Shemot 12:2
This month [or: this newness] is for you, the head of the months; it is the first for you of the months of the year.

2. The Vilna Gaon, cited in Ayelet haShachar Fast on the first of Nisan, and not the rest of the month

3. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 25b
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| would have thought to say that since we learn, “Financial judgments are with three [judges], and if one is expert for
the public then one may even judge alone,” one may also sanctify [the new month] alone. This teaches it is not so. But
why not say this2 There was no greater expert for the public than Moshe Rabbeinu, and Gd told him, “Until you have
Aharon with you.” As it says, “And Hashem told Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt, saying, this month is for you.”

4. Malbim to Shemot 12:2
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It has already been explained in [Malbim’s] Ayelet haShachar (Klal 793) that the word /achem always comes to specify
“for you — and not for others”. And here the word /achem appears twice, because the Egyptians did not have lunar
months at all, and all of their counting was by the sun, which was the apex of their worship, as is known, and Jews had
the practice from the days of Adam haRishon of calculating lunar months, as we find with the calendar of the Flood. But
until now they calculated Tishrei as the first, like Rabbi Eliezer (Rosh HaShanah 11), because that was when the world
was created and that was Rosh HaShanah. And Israel was commanded to count from the month of Nisan to remember
the exodus from Egypt, when [Divine] guidance beyond nature — which is linked to Creation - was established for them.
That was when Divine supervision began. Therefore the word /achem is doubled.

5. Rabbi Ovadia Seforno to Shemot 12:2
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From now on the months will be yours to use as you wish, but during slavery your days were not yours, but were for
serving others and their will...

6. Midrash, Mechilta d’Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
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The early patriarchs did not count with this. | might think that the first patriarchs did not count with it because the Torah

was not given in their day, but once the Torah was given then all who entered the world would count from it2 It says

“for you” — you count with it, and those who enter the world do not count with it.

7. Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh haChaim | 21
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Not that they were commanded and practiced it due to the law, for then they could not have followed their own views

and comprehension, Gd forbid, even if they grasped that according to the root of their souls they needed to trespass

and deviate even from part of one of Gd's mitzvot. Yaakov Avinu could not have married two sisters, and Amram could

not have married his aunt, Gd forbid...
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