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2010 Convention Resolution: Women's Communal Roles in Orthodox

Jewish Life

Apr 27, 2010 -- 1) The flowering of Torah study and
teaching by God-fearing Orthodox women in recent
decades stands as a significant achievement. The
Rabbinical Council of America is gratified that our
(members) have played a prominent role in facilitating
these accomplishments.

Policies Headlines

Brain Stem Death and Jewish
Law

Observance of Isragli Holidays
in the Diaspora
Statement on Renting to Non-

Jews in Tsfat
In the Matter of Clemency for
Jonathan Pollard

RCA Statement Regarding The
Rotem Knesset Legislation Pertaining to
Conversions

2} We members of the Rabbinical Council of America see as
our sacred and joyful duty the practice and transmission of
Judaism in all of its extraordinary, multifaceted depth and
richness - halakhah (lewish law), hashkafah (Jewish
thought), tradition and historical memaory.

3) In light of the opportunity created by advanced women's
learning, the Rabbinical Council of America encourages a L
diversity of halakhically and communally appropriate

professional opportunities for learned, committed women, in the service of our collective
mission to preserve and transmit cur heritage. Due to our aforesaid commitment to sacred
continuity, however, we cannot accept either the ordination of women or the recognition of
women as members of the Orthodox rabbinate, regardless of the title.

4) Young Orthodox women are now being reared, educated, and inspired by mothers, teachers
and mentors who are themselves beneficiaries of advanced women's Torah education. As
members of the new generation rise to positions of influence and stature, we pray that they
will contribute to an ever-broadening and ever-deepening wellspring of taimud Torah (Torah
study), yir'at Shamayim (fear of Heaven), and dikduk b'mitzvot {scrupulous observance of
commandments).
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Can Women Be Rabbis? - Rabbi Hershe] Shachter Page 1 of 5

Return To TorahWeb.org Homepage

Rabbi Hershel Schachter

Can Women Be Rabbis?

Editor's Note: the following is in response to various communications which | have
received: Rav Schachter's dvar Torah portrays women very positively. He describes
the bina yeseira with which they are endowed, the added element of imetatio dei
which they are priviedged to observe, etc. The statement about monkeys or parrots
reading the kesuba was clearly intended to dramatize the halachic insignificance of
the reading of the kesuba from the standpoint of the siddur kiddushin (marriage
ceremony). It was not intended to imply or insinuate anything else. And his analogy
applies equally for men or women reading the kesuba.

Some of the non-Orthodox denominations celebrate the bat mitzvah of young girls at
thirteen - the same age that the boys celebrate their bar mitzvah. These groups felt
uncomfortable about the discrimination between the sexes which had been practiced
by Jews for millennia, and finally did away with it.

The rationale for this distinction is presented by the Talmud as follows: the Torah
says (Braishis 2:22) that G-d created Eve from the body of Adam. The term used is
"vayiven", from the verb bonoh, "and He built". The rabbis had an oral tradition that
this verb "vayiven" has an additional level of interpretation, from the root "binah".
"Binah yeseirah" was given to women more so than to men. Women mature
intellectually at an earlier age than men; therefore girls should become bat mitzvah
at age twelve, while boys only attain their intellectual maturity at age thirteen
(Talmud Niddah 45b).

By insisting that the girls observe their bat mitzvah at age thirteen, just the same as
the boys, one is in effect insulting the women, and denying that they were created
with this "binah yeseirah".

tn a recent study published in Time Magazine (May 10, 2004, p. 59) it was reported
that the brain mass of females reaches its maximum size at age eleven, while that of
the males only reaches its maximum size at age twelve and a half. It would appear
that the ages of bar and bat mitzvah were established by the halacha in accordance
with this attaining of maximum size of the brain mass, and the rabbis derived this
point of biology from their additional leve! of interpretation of the possuk in Braishis.
The Talmud (B'choros 8b) relates that in the days of the tanaim, the rabbis were

/4
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able to read in between the lines of the chumash and discover scientific details in
the area of biology, which the scholars of Athens had not yet ascertained through
their scientific research. In later generations, however, this ability to "darshen”
psukim was lost, to the extent that the chachomim couldn't even figure out halachos
by reading "in between the lines" of the text of the Torah.

A new trend is emerging among certain "modern Orthodox" circles. A scholarly
woman is called upon at a wedding ceremony to read the kesuba. They say that
"“halachically there is nothing wrong with this!" In a certain sense this statement is
correct. If one only judges the issue from the perspective of the laws of "siddur
kiddushin™ there's nothing wrong. Yes, even if a parrot or a monkey would read the
kesuba, the marriage would be one hundred percent valid. Strictly speaking,the
reading of the kesuba is not at all a part of the marriage ceremony. This minhag was
introduced in the days of the rishonim after the geonim had done away with the
ancient practice of having a long pause (of several months) between the erusin and
the nissuin. When a young girl would be married for the first time, the pause would
be “a yohr un a mitvoch". The date for the chuppah would be set for the first
Wednesday following the entire year after the erusin (see Talmud Kesubos 2a). In
the days of the Talmud there would have been no objection if "borei pri hagoffen"
would have been recited over the cup of wine used for the six brachas of nissuin,
despite the fact that that same bracha had already been recited in connection with
the cup of wine used for the "birchas erusin” [1], because there was a pause of
months in between the two occasions. However, once the geonim introduced the
practice of having the nissuin follow immediately after the erusin, the reciting of the
blessing of borei pri hagoffen the second time seems very strange! There was no
longer a pause of several months between the two brachos, but merely a pause of a
few moments, and the reciting of the second bracha really seems absolutely
unnecessary! This is what prompted the rishonim to institute the slow reading of the
kesuba in between the erusin and the nissuin, to establish a hefsek between the two
"brachos al hakos", so that the second borei pri hagoffen will not seem so
superfluous. It is for this reason that many have the practice that if someone is
scheduled to speak under the chuppah, or if a chazzan is going to sing something,
that these take place right after the reading of the kesuba. The greater the pause,
the better. Some rabbis have the practice of reading the kesuba very quickly. |
remember that when Rav Eliezer Silver zt"f would be called upon to read the kesuba
at a chasuna, he would do so very slowly. Since the whole purpose of krias
hekesuba is to introduce a pause between the brachos over the two cups of wine,
the longer the pause - the better! (See Beikvei Hatzohn pg. 268.)So it is a correct
observation that if one only studies Even Hoezer Hilchos Kiddushin and Hiichos
Nisuin there's absolutely no mention whatsoever that anything is wrong with a
woman reading the kesuba. Yes, a monkey could also read the kesuba!

But when a shailah is researched one must look through the entire Shulchan Aruch,
and consider all the various aspects of that shailah. Just because there is an issue
that does not appear in Even Hoezer Hilchos Kiddushin or Hilchos Nissuin, it doesn't
mean that the issue is "non-halachic". Orach Chaim Hilchos Krias HaTorah is just as
"halachic" as Even Hoezer Hilchos Kiddushion. In Hilchos Krias HaTorah the
Shulchan Aruch quotes from the Talmud that although judging from the perspective

1o
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of Hilchos Krias HaTorah alone a woman may receive an aliyah, from the
perspective of Hilchos Tznius this is not permitted. All people were created b'tzelem
Elokim, and the Torah has instructed each of us to preserve his {zelem Elokim. One
aspect of Efokus is the fact that Hashem is a "Keil Mistater", He always prefers to
hide b'tzinah. Therefore we assume that part of our mitzvah of preserving our tzelem
Elokim is for all of us to lead private lives. The prophet Micha (6:8) uses the verb
"leches" in conjunction with tznius: "vehatznea leches im Elokecha." The rabbis of
the Talmud (Sukkah 49b) understood the choice of that particular verb to be an
allusion to the expression in Koheles (7:2) "fov faleches el beis ovel mileches ef beis
mishteh." This particular form of the verb appears in connection with a funeral and a
wedding - occasions which are intended for a public ocutpouring of emotion. The navi
Micha is telling us that even on these occasions one should tone down his public
display of his inner emotions. And kal vachomer, so much more so all year long, one
should try to lead as private (as tzanua) a life as possible .

Sometimes the halacha requires of us to act in a public fashion (b'farhesia), as for
example to have ffilah b'tzibur, krias haTorah b'tzibur, etc. On these occasions the
halacha distinguishes between men and women. We only require and demand of the
men that they compromise on their {znius and observe certain mitzvos in a farhesia
(public) fashion. We do not require this of women. They may maintain their middas
hahistatrus, just as Hashem (most of the time) is a Kel Mistater (Yeshaya 45:15). Of
course, if there are no men in the shul/ who are able to /ein and get the aliyos, we will
have no choice but to call upon a woman, and require of her to compromise on her
privacy and fein, to enable the minyan to fulfill their obligation of krias haTorah. If
there is a shul where a woman gets an aliyah, this is an indication that there was no
man who was able to /ein, and this is an embarrassment to that minyan. This is what
the rabbis meant when they said that a woman should not /ein - for this would
constitute an embarrassment to the minyan.(Megillah 23a.)

And the same is true regarding a woman reading the kesuba in public at a chasuna.
Of course the kiddushin will not be affected in the slightest! An animal can also read
the kesuba without affecting the kiddushin! The truth of the matter is that no one has
to read the kesuba! We have a centuries-old custom to create the hefsek through the
reading of the kesuba. Because we plan to satisfy the view of the Rambam that the
kesuba must be handed over to the kallah before the nissuin [2], the rishonim
thought that we may as well read that kesuba which we're just about to hand over.
But nonetheless it is a violation of kvod hatzibur to have a woman surrender her
privacy to read the kesuba in public. Were there no men present who were able to
read this Aramaic document?

Clearly the motivation to have a woman read the kesuba is to make the following
statement: the rabbis, or better yet - the G-d of the Jews, has been discriminating
against women all these millennia, and has cheated them of their equals rights, and
it's high time that this injustice be straightened out!

What a silly misunderstanding! Our G-d never intended to cheat women of their
rights and privileges! Quite the contrary! He wanted to give women the ability to fulfill
vehalchta bidrachav in a more complete way - without ever having to compromise
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their tznius.
v

The Talmud records that during the period of the Second Temple the Tzdukim had
many disputes with the chachamim. The Tzdukim did not follow the Torah Shebeal
Peh, and had many complaints against the rabbonim, based on their fundamental
misunderstanding of the principals of the halacha.

One of their big issues was this issue of discrimination against women. According to
the Torah law, a daughter will only inherit a parent where there were no sons. The
Tzdukim felt that this was unfair, but there was nothing they could do about this
because this point is explicit in the chumash (Bamidbar 27:8). But the following case
is not explicit: if someone dies leaving a daughter and they previously had a son
who had predeceased the parent, and that son left a daughter, i.e., a granddaughter
of the deceased. According to the halacha, the granddaughter receives the entire
inheritance while the daughter gets nothing. The Tzdukim were famous for their
dispute with the chachamim in this instance, and they felt that the daughter should at
least share along with the granddaughter (Bava Basra 115b). They preached that
the rabbis were cheating that daughter, and that women should have equal rights to
those of men!

Years later, after the destruction of the Second Temple, the early Christians picked
up some of the "shtik" of the Tzdukim. Just like the Tzdukim of old pushed Shavuos
off to a Sunday, in order to have an "extended holiday weekend" (see Menachos
65a),s0 too the Christians pushed off the observance of Pentecost (the holiday of
the fiftieth day) to Sunday. And so too they felt that the rabbis had discriminated
against women, so they preached (Talmud Shabbos 116b) that sons and daughters
should always share an inheritance equally. They also did away with the women’s
section in the synagogue and developed the notion that "the family that prays
together stays together".

History repeats itself. In recent years, the Reform and the Conservative movements
have expressed this same complaint against the rabbis, or better put - against the
G-d of the Jews: discrimination against women! Look what has become of the
Tzdukim, the early Christians, the Reform, and the Conservatives...

\

Rav Moshe Feinstein wrote in one of his teshuvos that if a woman choses to listen to
shofar or to shake a fulav, despite the fact that these are mitzvos aseh shehazman
gramma, we must determine what motivated her to do so. If she's upset at the
rabbis and at the halacha, and her shaking /fufav and listening to shofar is done out
of protest to the tradition, then these acts constitute an aveira. Only if what motivates
the woman to volunteer these mitzvos is her sincere desire to come closer to G-d is
she in the category of "aina metzuvah veosaah", and she is deserving of reward.

VI
The non-Orthodox movements have whole-heartedly approved of women rabbis.
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We read in the papers that a certain "Orthodox rabbi" has stated publicly that "the
stupidest thing about Orthodoxy is that they don't approve of women rabbis."

In Pashas Dvorim we read that Moshe Rabbeinu appointed many rabbis to serve the
community. The expression used by the chumash is (Dvorim 1:13), "let us appoint
anoshim®. Rashi quotes from the Sifre a fascinating comment: what is the meaning
of the term "anoshim"? Was there even a "salka daitach" to appoint women rabbis??
The expression must certainly mean "anoshim tzadikim".

Why was it so obvious to the fanaim that we can not have women rabbis? After ali,
Tosfos (Bava Kama 15a) raises the possibility of giving semicha to women, and
having them serve on a beth din. So if women can possibly receive semicha, why
can't they serve the community as rabbis?

The answer is obvious. Although we must sometimes compromise on our midas
hatznius and do certain mitzvos befarhesia (in public), this is not required of women.
Women are not being discriminated against. They alone, unlike men, are given the
opportunity to maintain their midas hahistatrus at all times.

Vil

Our generation is so much into publicity that this midas hahistatrus is totally
unappreciated. We live in a generation in which there is no sense of shame. People
will do the most intimate and the most private acts in a most explicit and most
demonstrative fashion. Their arrogant attitude has led them to believe that if they
were G-d they would always be bragging, boasting, and showing off, always
"making a statement”. They don't have the slightest notion that G-d exists, is a "Ke/
Mistater”", and has created all of us with a fzelem Elokim, which also includes this
midas hatznius.

In some kehillos in Europe the nusach hatfillah for Rosh Chodesh Benshcen
included a request that G-d should grant us "chayim sheyesh bohem busha
uchlima" [3], i.e., a sense of shame and a sense of {znius and privacy. We have a lot
to pray for in our generation!

[1] The truth of the matter is that historically the reciting of birchas erusin over a cup
of wine seems to have been introduced during the period of the geonim, and was
probably not practiced at all in the days of the Talmud.

[2] See commentary of Magid Mishna to Rambam Hilchos Ishus (10:7)

[3] The common nusach for this tfilah is, “chaim sheain bohem busha uchlima’.

Copyright © 2004 by The TorahWeb Foundation. All rights reserved.
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8. Talmud Study for Girls in Yeshiva Elementary and
High Schools (a)

On January 12, 1953, Rabbi Leonard Rosenfeld, a former student of
the Rav and chairman of the education committee of the Hebrew
Institute of Long Island and director of the Department of Yeshivot
at the New York Board of Jewish Education wrote the Rav with a
series of questions regarding the teaching of Talmud to elementary
and high school age girls. The questions included: “Is it permissible to
teach Torah she-be-al peh to girls? Is it advisable to teach Torah she-
be-al peh to girls? Is there a halakhic distinction between teaching
Gemara, Mishnah, Aggadah and halakhah pesukah (bottom-line
law)?...Is it permissible and advisable, when the girls reach the age
of 16-18, to continue to study Talmud with them in the same depth
and profundity that one engages in such study with boys?” The
Rav, in the first letter printed below, soon replied indicating that
he would not answer these questions directly until he was assured
that the education committee would agree to strictly abide by his
rulings and guidelines. Rabbi Rosenfeld immediately wrote the Rav
that this, of course, would be the case and was the understanding
of the committee. The Rav’s subsequent reply to his basic questions
regarding curricular equality for boys and girls appears in the second
letter printed below.

January 23, 1953
Dear Rabbi Rosenfeld,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter. In my answer to your
Previous inquiry concerning the permissibility of instruction of
girls in Talmud I stressed that unless I am assured in advance by
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.J COMMUNITY, COVENANT AND COMMITMENT

the school administration that my recommendations will be fol-
A lowed I would not take the trouble to investigate the matter. Since
such an official assurance has been withheld (your letter did not
i contain any such commitment) I must decline to consider the

! problem. The reason for my reluctance to engage in this contro-
& versial issue is the unique stand taken by many of our Jews on
E_‘;_ matters of Law and tradition. We have reached a stage at which
Rl party lines and political ideologies influence our halakhic thinking
52 to the extent that people cannot rise above partisan issues to the
ﬂii; level of Halakhah-objectivity. Some are in a perennial quest for

i “liberalization” of the Law and its subordination to the majority
%1 opinion of a political legislative body, while others would like

to see the Halakhah fossilized and completely shut out of life.

am not inclined to give any of these factions an opportunity for

f'_ |¥ nonsensical debates.

: ‘H Sincerely yours,

ek Joseph Soloveitchik




9. Talmud Study for Girls in Yeshiva Elementary and
High Schools (b)

1€
or Rabbi Leonard Rosenfeld
ty c/o Rabbi Leo Jung
€ ' 210 West 90 Street
I New York 24, N.Y.
' May 27,1953
Dear Rabbi Rosenfeld:

Please accept my apologies for not answering your letters
sooner. The delay was due to my overcrowded schedule. As to your
question with regard to a curriculum in a coeducational school,
I expressed my opinion to you long ago that it would be a very
regrettable oversight on our part if we were to arrange separate
Hebrew courses for girls. Not only is the teaching of Torah she-be-
al peh to girls permissible but it is nowadays an absolute impera-
tive. This policy of discrimination between the sexes as to subject
matter and method of instruction which is still advocated by
certain groups within our Orthodox community has contributed
greatly to the deterioration and downfall of traditional Judaism,
Boys and girls alike should be introduced into the inner halls of
Torah she-be-al peh.

I hope to prepare in the near future a halakhic brief on the
problem which will exhaust the various aspects of the same. In
the meantime I heartily endorse a uniform program for the entire
student body.

With kindest personal regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,
Joseph Soloveitchik
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Torah Study for Women
Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein

Reprinted from Ten Da'at Vol. Il No. 3 pp.7-8

Taking into account the place of Torah study in the Jewish weltanschauung, the
outstanding issue representing a substantial difference between men and women is
constituted by the exemption ofwomen from Torah study. The halakhic attitude is that all
that falls under the broad rubric of intellectual striving, the becoming conversant with
Torah, is more of a masculine pursuit, one from which a woman is exempt, although she
is allowedto learn.

To my mind it is desirable and necessary, not only possible, to provide intensive
education for women even from Torah She'b’al Peh sources, whether resorting to the
argument that since women are engaged in all professions, whyshould they be
specifically limited regarding Torah, or because of the words of the Chofetz Chaim
(when Beit Yaakov was founded), that if the Rambam can say that it is necessary to teach
a convert the essentials of Judaism, an individual who grows up in a Jewish context
should all the more so be afforded such an education. That is to say that it is clear that it
is necessary to provide a woman with the education and knowledge that make it possible
for her to realize a strong androoted faith and to face reality with dignity. Women today
receive a broad general education and many attend universities, and there - as well as
within society in general - they come into contact with diverse worldviews and
philosophies, to the point that the knowledge and values of Torah are urgently required
by women. I completely accept the position of the Beit Halevi that a woman needs to
study Torah so that, pragmatically, she will know what to do. He said that there are two
aspects of Torah study: a) For its own sake, pure knowledge; b) Preparation for the life of
Torah and the fulfillment of the commandments.

It is possible to add slightly to this delineation and say that there are two

3%
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fulfillments of this mitzvah: a) Torah study for its own sake - an intellectual
emphasis; b) Torah study for the sake of a mitzvah; this is also a part of the mitzvah
itself.

In my opinion, what is necessary in order for women to be adequately prepared
from a Torah perspective for practical living is far more than what she is being taught
today. Torah education for women must be strengthened, both quantitatively as well as
qualitatively, including the teaching of all aspects of Torah. Even so we will not be
violating the framework that was outlined above.

Regarding Torah study for women, there is an additional aspect, i.e., the
obligation to ensure the continuity of Jewish tradition, as is described in the Torah: “And
you will make known to your children and children’s children the day upon which you
stood before the Lord your G-d at Sinai..” The woman who is to serve as the educator of
the coming generation needs something to pass on, and therefore she needs the
knowledge as well as a personal commitment to encourage the transmission of tradition.
For this purpose it is desirable that the learning be intensified, because in this way she
deepens her own commitment, her sense of responsibility. When something is well
leamned, it creates personal commitment. There are things that can be known in a general
way, but they are not felt existentially, and therefore they do not penetrate one’s
consciousness. For example, one should learn the mitzvot that are dependent upon the
land of Israel. A woman ought to know, from a practical point of view, how to tithe
trumot and maasrot. But one should not be satisfied with this. The same revulsion felt
when confronted with eating pork should be elicited by the thought of eating tevel, and
this is not presently the case. The prohibition against consuming fevel Mid 'Oraita is
more stringent a transgression than eating pork, yet there isn’t a comparable revulsion.
Why? A lack of knowledge. Simply, these laws were not properly studied and, therefore,
a deep impression has been made neither on the intellect nor on the soul. Therefore, the
study of Torah She’b’al Peh must be intensified.

From a practical pointof view, it is appropriate to teach the Sedarim of Zeraim,

37
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Moed, and Nezikin and the small amount of applicable material in Nashim,
Kodashim and Taharot. And when these areas are taught, they must be taught in depth.
For example, when one teaches Vayikra, it must be taught properly. This includes of
course Rashi, and Rashi cites sources from Torah She’b’al Peh. It is impossible to decide
to teach women Rashi but not Mishna when Rashi himself cites Mishnayot. The fact that
a particular Mishna filters down to a woman via her studying Rashi does not change its
status of being a Mishna. It is impossible to teach “at the tip of a fork.” Either the
material is to be studied or it’s not to be studied.

In the same vein, I am not opposed to teaching women Talmud. From a practical
point of view, this is somewhat difficult because many women seem to lack the
motivation, a societal support is missing and, more importantly, there is lacking a desire
to be unconditionally committed to such learning in the future. It is necessary to
understand that in Talmud study, the first steps are difficult and they do not naturally
engage one’s intense interest. This is acceptable fo someone who views these steps as
preparation for intensive future study, but for one who may remain at a beginner’s level,
the study is difficult. Since one should not be blind to present societal realities, it is clear
that it is improbable that women will develop the same level of intensity as that of men. I
am also not convinced that it is desirable to press women to study Talmud in such an
intensive form. After all, halakha does differentiate between men and women in this
matter, and their respective life roles are also different. But when one speaks about the
ability to study a page of Talmud, to understand it and enjoy it, I see no reason to deny
these teachings to women. And it is even necessary to establish this as an integral part of
the school curriculum, an actual shiur. This is the way I teach my daughter and so was
my wife educated. This seems to me to be the recommended approach regarding the
women of our generation.

Intensive study contributes a great deal to women’s education in terms of
religious awe and Torah life. It helps halakha become a living entity, encourages a

woman to seek halakhic guidance from a Rav, to ask a she 'elah and the like. But learning

4o
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isn’t everything. There are additional things that contribute to education:
discussions are extremely important, the atmosphere within the school contributes, there
is a need to create an attachment to the values of Torah, as embodied in a Torah
personality, what Chazal called a “Gavrah Rabbah” (a great person), a living personality,
so that a woman would be able to see before her eyes an individual for whom Torah is
part of his very essence, a person with whom one can relate and identify. All of these
must be combined. Learning is not only cognitive awareness of Torah and halakha, or

personal ethics and faith. All of these need to be symbiotically intertwined.

RABBI LICHTENSTEIN is Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel and serves as
Educational Director of Yeshiva University’s Gruss Institute in Jerusalem.

The above is excerpted from an article entitled “Fundamental Problems Regarding the
Education of the Woman” published in Halacha V’Chinukha. Edited by Ben Zion
Rosenfeld, published by Emunah, Ulpanot Bnei Akiva, Kfar Saba, 1980.
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Torah Perspectives on Women's Issues

Returmn To TorahWeb.org Homepage

By Rabbi Mayer Twersky

We are constantly challenged, both individually and coliectively. Some challenges are perennial, endemic to the
human condition. Others are time-conditioned, generated by prevailing socio-political, economic, scientific or
philosophical circumstances. Our generation is uniquely challenged to exposit the Torah's teachings on women's
issues. Against the backdrop of the successful women's suffrage movement, affirmative action and resurgent
feminism, attention has been focused on the Torah's attitude towards women. Vital questions, far too numerous to
catalogue and address within a single article, abound. A partial listing includes: Should the curriculum for girls' and
women's education encompass the Oral Torah? If so, to what extent? Should Torah education be gender blind? In a
more general vein, what is the ideal feminine role in Jewish life? And the most fundamental query, does the Torah
accord men and women metaphysical equality?

In a climate of tempestuous debate, distortions flourish. What follows is a non-apologetic attempt to schematically
address some of the burning issues. Aside from logistical constraints, | readily confess that in any forum | would be
unable to explain all relevant rabbinic dicta. Nevertheless, individual instances of difficulty do not preclude the
presentation of a panoramic holistic view. We must, however, extricate ourselves from the constricting bonds of
transient cultural mores and biases which often arrest our thought and imagination. We must resist the powerful,
blinding urge to seek confirmation of our previcus views and satisfaction of our personal desires. Thus unfettered, our
hearts and minds will be open and ready to implement the eternal wisdom of Torah.

Women and Torah Study

"One who teaches his daughter [Oral] Torah — it is as though he teaches her frivolity.” 1 Rabbi Eliezer's stunning,
seminal ruling, apparently banning women from studying the Oral Torah, seemingly pre-empts any consideration of the
issue. Upon closer inspection and reflection, however, two crucial distinctions emerge.

First of all, itis pure folly to imagine that the Mishna's ban is all-encompassing or indiscriminate. The Shulchan Aruch
confirms that women are clearly obiigated to study halachot pertaining to mitzvof incumbent upon them.2 Accordingly,
teachers of Torah are not merely allowed to initiate and provide instruction in these areas; they are obligated to do so.
The prohibition of teaching Oral Torah to women governs optional study; practical study is mandated.

This caveat has become especially repercussive for post-Enlightenment Jewry. Increasingly, instruction in Torah has
become necessary not only to teach proper hafachic observance, but also to inculcate enduring religious commitment
and conviction. The saintly Chafetz Chayim, bestirred by this profound educational truth, wrote passionately and
compellingly on the subject: “...presently...ancestral tradition has become exceptionally weak...surely it is a great
mitzvah to teach [women] Chumash, Neviim and Ketuvim, and the ethical teachings of our sages such as Pirkei Avot,
Menorat haMaor, and the like so that they will internalize our sacred faith because [if we do not adopt this educational
course] they are prone to abandon the path of God."s The Chafetz Chayim's innovation was educational, not hafachic.
He did not overturn the Mishna's ban. Rather, as explained above, he recognized that it refers exclusively to optional
instruction, whereas the instruction which he advocated was necessary. The subflety and sophistication of the Chafetz
Chayim's analysis graphically illustrate that halachic decisions can only be rendered by outstanding halachic
authorities. We clearly recognize that medical advice and treatment can only be responsibly offered by trained
professionals. In complex cases we seek the foremost medical minds and experts. Their medical expertise is not
subordinated to our uninformed, emaotional reactions. Should our standards for halachic decision making be any less

X7
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rigorous?

The Chafetz Chayim's approach has universally prevailed. However, no such consensus exists conceming specifics of
implementation. Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt"l, for example, assessing and responding to the challenges of girls'
education in his generation in Boston, advocated teaching Talmud to girls.4 The wide diversity of opinion regarding the
specifics of curricular implementation should not obscure the fundamental agreement regarding the underlying
halachic-educational principle. Each of the different ideological strands of our ppm@‘;ag_onhodoxy poses unique
educational challenges and demands individualized responses.5 Indeed, educational policies and strategies which are
uniform and impersonal are doomed to failure. A curriculum may be educationally sound and halachically valid in one
venue, yet unsound and invalid in another. And thus the diversity of opinion regarding girls' education is not only
inevitable but vital; it mirrors the ideological diversity within Orthodoxy.

Let there be no misunderstanding. This latitude does not imply unbounded educational relativism or subjectivism. Nor
does it automatically confer upon educators and rabbis the status of halachic authorities or decisors. On the contrary, it
underscores the need for constant consultation with such authorities to ensure that all educational initiatives and
enterprises are halachically sound. The second distinction reflected in the Mishna's phraseology is highlighted by
Rabbi Yehoshua Falk (author of the Perisha)s who explains that the example of a father teaching his daughter Torah is
designed to illustrate that instruction in optional portions of Torah may not be imposed upon women. Study which is
not self-initiated is especially vulnerable to inadvertent distortion and frivolous trivialization. However, when women
desire to voluntarily fulfill mitzvat Talmud Torah, their initiatives are welcomed and greatly rewarded. Accordingly, we
must provide opportunities and forums for sincerely inspired women to study Torah.

Elucidating the Traditional Roles

"How do women merit a greater reward than men in the world fo come? They catalyze their sons and husband to
study Torah, shepherd the former to school, and paliently await the latter whom they have permitted to travel to study
Torah in another city." 7

"One may nof appoint a woman to the post of kingship, and similarly alf appointments [of religious authority] amongst
the Jewish people may be held only by men."s

This minimal sampling of sources, readily confirmed by a more comprehensive survey, elucidates a vitally important
dimension of a woman's ideal religious role and sphere of activity: she is called upon to eschew formal religious
authority and function in a private, catalytic capacity. To be sure, the feminine role is not monolithic and a woman does
not act exclusively in a supporting capacity. The matriarchs, displaying indomitable will and keen wisdom, exercised
leadership at historically defining moments, thereby molding the destiny of the burgeoning Jewish people.g Chazal
portray the widowed Naomi and Ruth as paradigmatic, righteous individuals, thereby clearly revealing the spiritual
heights accessible to a woman, beyond her supporting role as wife and mother.10 Nevertheless, the private dimension
occupies, both temporally and hierarchically, a very prominent place in a woman's service of God. And, accordingly, a
proper understanding of this role is indispensable to our inquiry.

Consciously or otherwise, we are products and, at times, victims of the modern mindset. Consequently, consistent with
current societal attitudes we classify supporting roles as secondary in importance. The truth, however, is otherwise.

The Torah values men and women equally. “And the Almighty created Man in His image, in the image of God He
created him, male and female He created them. ™1 The Torah is emphatic: man and woman alike are created in God's
image, which is the source of their majesty and places them at the pinnacle of creation.12 Therefore, taught Rav
Soloveitchik zt"l, men and women are endowed with equal ontological-spiritual worth.13

The supportive dimension within the feminine role is not at odds with the axiom of ontological equality or, when
necessary, unofficial initiative and leadership. Qur Sages in Bereishit Rabai4, explicate the decision of Abraham to
share the spoils of war with those who did not actually accompany him to battle: "Although my servants waged war
while Aner and his compatriots safeguarded the camp, nevertheless they merit an equal share.' It was from Avraham
Avinu that [King] David learned when he declared, 'Those who engaged in combat and those who safeguarded the
camp shall divide the spoils equally.”

Unfortunately, societal attention is disproportionately focused and its accolades showered upon public, high-profile
personalities. In truth, only a cooperative venture between public and private individuals is significant and enduring.
Accordingly, the Torah cherishes and rewards the private, supporting role equally.

We are plagued by a fundamental misconception. Contrary to the popularly held belief, the role of mother and wife
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does not subordinate a woman's personal religious fulfiliment to that of her husband and sons. Ultimate religious
fulfillment and perfection is paradoxically simply defined: refining one's character and channeling all of one's thoughts
and actions, energies and abilities to implementing God's will.15 Service of God by men and women entails
subordinating one's will to God's will and conforming to divine guidelines; otherwise, one’s service deteriorates into
self-worship and self-gratification.

An obvious corollary of this devotional principle is that the avenues to religious fulfilment for the two genders will
diverge, as their divinely individualized tasks differ. Any attempt to blur these differences inevitably diverts men and
women from the path of God. Thus, a woman who complies with God's will by inspiring and facilitating the learning of
her husband and sons may experience an equal measure of religious fulfillment. Another might choose to compliment
this mission with her own study.

In viewing and assessing the gender-specific divinely ordained roles, we must not confuse formal authority with de
facto influence. Rachel, wife and inspiration of the great Rabbi Akiva, toiled and suffered in virtual anonymity. And, yet,
her influence will continue to reverberate eternally. The transmission of the Oral Torah is unimaginable without Rabbi
Akiva, and he, speaking of his wife to his students, proclaimed, "All that | and you have achieved is due to her."18
Similarly, our sages teach that the Jews were redeemed from Egypt in the merit of righteous women.17 Though the
sphere of activity is often private, the sphere of influence is potentially unlimited and publicly repercussive.

The technical disqualification of women from serving in formal positions of authority does not stunt religious growth or
stifle religious aspirations. Male or female, one should only accept such positions out of a sense of obligation and
I'shem Sharnayim, for the sake of heaven. By definition, one who is disqualified from this type of service by the Torah
itself cannot be motivated by devotion to Torah. Any other impetus is spiritually anomalous and incongruent. "Such
was the way of the Sages of the earlier generations: they would flee from being appointed”18 Qur greatest leader(s)
assumed the mantle of leadership involuntarily. Moshe Rabeinu obstinately demurred, amazingly arguing with the
Almighty for a week before, finally, acquiescing to the divine imperative and mission.19 Occupying positions of
authority and power does not stirnulate or enhance, but rather potentially impedes and even threatens spiritual
attainment. Genuine spirituality denotes a selfless concern for the service of God. And, accordingly, it flourishes in a
private, modest milieu of unostentatious, unpretentious service of God wherein one's sense of absolute dependence
upon God is not confused by one's position of authority over fellow man.

Feminist Goals and Halachah: The Teachings of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, zt"|

In sum, the axiomatic equality of men and women must be properly understood. Unlike its mathematical counterpart,
onfological equality is not expressed in sameness or identity. While the Torah, assuredly, does not discriminate
against men or women, undoubtedly it does discriminate between them. The two genders profoundly differ physically,
emotionally and psychologically. Though contemporary Western society and thought decry this politically incorrect
notion, it remains an unalterable fact of God's creation.20 Little wonder, then, if the Torah has delineated somewhat
different tasks to the profoundly differing genders.

Feminism, by contrast, axiomatically asserts that men and women must be offered identical roles and opportunities.
While understanding and empathizing with the struggles of modern women, we must unabashedly and unequivocally
teach that this feminist demand within the religious sphere is irreconcilable with Torah norms and values. The vast
unbridgeable chasm that divides divine Torah norms and values from, 'havdil, their secular, feminist counterparts has
generated and continues to fuel the present crisis. Rampant, misleading rhetoric has confused the contemporary
debate on Orthodoxy and feminism and camouflaged the core issue. All disclaimers and declarations of halachic fealty
not withstanding, the premise and many positions of feminism are essentially incompatible with our mesorah
(tradition).

A fundamental, fateful decision confronts us. Do we seek to manipulate and inevitably, ultimately violate halachah to
accommodate our secular orientation or do we strive to acclimate and recrient ourselves to halachah? Case in point:
do we presumptuously challenge the provision which disqualifies women from positions of formal religious authority
and demand the ordination of women, or do we unqualifiedly submit to halachah and intensify our efforts to appreciate,
internalize, and implement its norms and values? Do we allow external contemporary fashions to make spurious
demands on the Torah, or do we permit the Torah's teachings concerning women to mold our thinking and energize
our initiatives? In truth, there is no choice. We must forego the popular appeal and instantaneous gratification of the
path of religious accomodationism, and opt for the more arduous, yet divinely authentic path of Torah.

Recent feminist pronouncements vividly demonstrate the inherent dangers and ultimate direction of the movement. For
example, some feminists have adopted the slogan, "Where there is a rabbinic will, there is a halachic way." Students
of halachah immediately recognize the patent falsehcod of this claim; students of history easily discern a classical
manifestation of reformist ideology and tactics. The intermingling of bona fide causes, both general and feminine, such
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as communal Talmud Torah and women's Torah education with such insidious slogans creates a dangerously
deceptive sense of legitimacy for such illegitimate pronouncements. The involvement of Orthodox personages with the
feminist movement and its anti-Orthodox slogans has a similarly confusing and deleterious effect. It is incumbent upon
all of us to expose and disassociate ourselves from such destructive slogans, as false as they are flashy, which are
devoid of halachic validity, historical accuracy, and theological substance.

The issue of agunot is far too complex to be treated within the present article, and thus enly the following observation
is possible. Undoubtedly there is a hafachic imperative which great rabbis have implemented throughout the
generations that all legitimate halachic measures be adopted and resources marshaled to rescue agunof by securing a
gel. Nevertheless, the establishment of an unqualified beit-din (as recently announced} to annul marriages can only
yield catastrophic consequences. Spurious dispensations, based on halachically invalid annulments, will not alleviate,
but only compound, the tragedy of agunot by allowing wrongful marriages. The result would be {unintentional) adultery
and mamzerut.

Upholding traditional Torah norms and values does not bespeak insensitivity to or disrespect for women. Accordingly,
the Torah's perspective of dissimilar equality must forever guide and permeate our educational efforts. We must
elucidate the vitally important, heightened spiritual dimensions of the feminine role, as delineated by the Torah and our
Sages. Understanding the true dimensions of the feminine role will, God willing, help foster genuine satisfaction and
contentment in women who assume this role. Moreover, as discussed earlier, educators also must nourish the minds,
hearts and souls of Jewish women, young and old, by providing advanced opportunities to study Torah, However, we
must do so in an atiempt to foster the growth of wise, sensitive, modest, kind, traditional b'not Torah, not to create a
unisex, egalitarian, inauthentic Orthodoxy.

Similarly, we ought not orchestrate Bat Mitzvah celebrations to simulate Bar Mitzvah observances. Sincere intentions
notwithstanding, we are guilty of a grave disservice to our daughters if, by way of example, we manipulate halachah
and create the impression that the bat mitzvah is reading from the Torah, as bnei mitzvah do. A Bat Mitzvah
convocation celebrates Jewish womanhood. How sadly ironic if the occasion is abused to blur the differences between
a bar and bat mitzvah. Our daughters are heiresses to an abundantly rich matriarchal legacy, and can anticipate a
singularly rewarding destiny. Should our Bat Mitzvah celebrations deprive them of their treasures, and deflect them
from their destiny by a misguided egalitarianism?

In all areas, we must strive to implement halachah, not God forbid, manipulate it to advance our non-halachic agenda.
Postponing women's recitation of the daily birkot haTorah and then reciting them prior to reading from a Torah scroll
so as to simulate an authentic public Kriat HaTorah, does not conform fo, but rather distorts halachah. Accordingly,
Rav Soloveitchik zt"l expressly opposed this practice.21

The Rav also provided clear, unambiguous guidance on the issue of women's tefillah groups, but unfortunately
misrepresentation and misinterpretation of his pronouncements have generated clouds of confusion. We must dispel
that confusion, and restore the clarity of vision he provided.

Many rabbis approached Rav Soloveitchik for guidance on the issue of women's fefiflah groups. On every occasion,
the Rav unequivocally opposed such groups.22 Nevertheless, in some instances the petitioners and/or their
constituencies were dissatisfied and simply refused to accept the Rav's decision. The Rav was then confronted with an
entirely different question; if such tefillah groups will be formed over his objections, how should the local rabbi
respond? At this stage, unable to prevent the impermissible formation of these groups, the Rav indeed provided
guidelines to prevent additional problems.

Unfortunately these guidelines, cited out of their original context, have been trumpeted as proof of the Rav's
acquiescence, if not outright support for women's tefillah groups. In fact, the Rav provided these guidelines reluctantly
ex post facto to prevent additional infractions, despite his consistent, unequivocal ruling that such groups are
halachically wrong.

On other occasions, after the Rav stated his unequivocal opposition to women's tefilfah groups, the questioner
persisted. "But, Rebbe, is it asur (legally forbidden)?" While resolutely opposed to such groups, the Rav was reluctant,
at times refused, to label them as asur. Proponents of these groups have inferred that the Rav deemed them to be
permissible and dismiss his adamant objections as non-binding, unauthoritative suggestions for public policy which
they "respectfully” decline to follow. This analysis is flawed, as will be explained.

Halachah is a complex, precisely nuanced divine system of law with its unique indigenous conceptual and juridical
categories. Only by virtue of constant, wide-ranging and in-depth study of halachah, both its principles and minutiae,
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can one become fully attuned to authentic halachic categories, thinking and methodology; such detailed macrocosmic
study is indispensable for an accurate understanding of any microcosm within halachah. When halachic statements or
pronouncements are interpreted within a non-hafachic mindset in non-halachic categories, inevitably distortions result.

Regrettably, such distortions plague the flawed analysis of the Rav's position on women's tefillah groups. The analysis
fails to consider the range and variety of halachic categories. When judging the acceptability or legitimacy of a
particular action, halachah does not speak only in terms of mutar (permitted) and asur (forbidden). Many actions are
not labeled asur, and yet are absolutely halachically wrong and unacceptable. The Talmud and Shulchan Aruch are
replete with examples. In the case of one who fails to honor a legally non-binding oral commitment to give a present or
finalize a transaction, the Talmud does not classify his conduct as asur. Rather, the Talmud says, "The Sages are not
content with him." And yet the Talmud explicitly states that his behavior, while not classified as asur, is
impermissible.23 Similarly, "Rav would administer lashes to one who betrothed a woman in the marketplace or without
prior engagement..."24 although this practice is not technically asur. Chazal rejected some forms of behavior as asur,
others as wrong. Conceptual differences not withstanding, both categories are inviolable. In fact, at times, Chazal
censured wrong behavior especially harshly and even imposed severe punitive measures on people who were guilty of
such infractions.

The Rav consistently advised all who inquired that women's tefillah groups are, at best, halachically wrong. When such
groups are unfaithful to halachah by promoting misconceptions that the participants are actually reciting devarim
she'b'kedushah or receiving authentic afiyot and the like, they clearly violate the precept of truth.2s Under such
conditions, women's fefiffah groups are indeed asur as well. Even under the best of theoretical circumstances, i.e.
when everyone is informed that the participants are forfeiting the substantial advantages of public prayer and it is clear
that no attempt is made to confer or simulate true aliyof, the Rav opposed such groups. Perhaps not technically asur,
but unequivocally wrong and unacceptable. The queries regarding women's tefilfah groups and the Rav's response
were halachic. And as such the Rav's negative response was, and is, binding.

Looking Behind the Mask
"Your child born of a Jewess is considered yours, however your child born of a Gentile is not considered yours, 26

The halachah of matrilineal descent is of paramount significance, substantively and symbolically. In distinguishing
women as the determinant of Jewishness, it speaks volumes about women's standing within Judaism. It also
symbolically hints at the primacy of the feminine role: the mother exerts the formative influence which ultimately
ensures Jewish character and continuity.27,22

The portrait of monolithic, mindless, monotonous feminine domesticity and enslavement in an "androcentric" world,
which has been the object of vitriolic, secular, feminist barbs misrepresents the multi-faceted, pivotal, educational,
spiritual, divinely ordained and beloved role of Jewish women.

"The reward which the Holy One, blessed be He, has promised to women is greater than to men."28

Our assertion hitherto that the Torah values men and women equally, and accordingly cherishes and rewards their
divine service equally, has been understated. In fact, the Torah rewards women more bountifully. The guiding principle
for the divine system of remuneration is that "Reward is commensurate with the pain and distress involved in fulfilling
the mitzvah."20 The Torah recognizes that the feminine role, oft-times private and supporting, is more difficult and
demanding than its masculine counterpart.30,24

Let us be forthright. Modesty often masks the true dimensions of grandeur. Accordingly, a woman's contribution,
though immeasurably important, is often underappreciated. She toils selflessly, oft-times in relative solitude. At these
private moments, she cannot be energized by the excitement and acclaim of public life. A life characterized by
modesty and self-effacement is sublime, but exceedingly chailenging. Throughout the generations, Jewish women
have responded heroically, at times demonstrating a greater capacity than men for heroism.31 The heroism of Jewish
women merited the Exodus at the dawn of our national history; so may it speedily herald the denouement of that
history with the advent of Moshiach.

Notes

1. B.T. Sota 20a.
2. Yoreh Deah 246:6.

3. Likutei Halachot, Vol. 2, Masechet Sota p.21. 9/
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12.
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14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

| have attempted to provide proper perspective on this oft-cited, but rarely understood
psak of the Rav zt"l in Tradition, Vol. 30 No.4.

Although the differences within Orthodoxy are significant, they are relatively minor.
Whatever areas of discordance exist, they pale in comparison to the common
commitment to HaShem, His Torah, Masorah, and the Jewish People, shared by ali
Orthodox Jews. If we all would internalize this simple proposition, much sinat chinam
would be easily dispelled. In the words of the Psalmist [ch.119], "l am a friend of all those
who fear You, and observe your statutes.”

Perisha Yoreh Deah 246 para. 15.

B.T. Berachot 17a, Sota 21a. The interpretive translation is based on the comments of
Rashi and Maharsha, ad loc.

Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 1:4, based on Sifri.

See the Rav's eulogy for the Rebbitzen of Talne, Tradition, Vol. 17, No. 2.

Midrash Raba Rut 2:12, 5:4.

. Genesis 1:27. | employ the capitalized form, Man, in the generic sense, denoting a

human being. The lower case form refers to a male, corresponding respectively to the
difference between the Greek ‘anthropos’ and "aner.’

Similarly Jewish men and women alike are "children of God." Deut. 14:1.

My recollection of a public lecture delivered by the Rav zt"l. Cf A.R. Besdin, Reflections
of the Rav, Vol. Il, pp.84-5. Vide also Rav Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe, Orach Chaim,
vol.4, 49.

43:9.

This is the essence of the immortal lesson that Hillel taught the proselyte who mistakenly
stipulated that he would become Jewish only if he could serve as Kohen Gadol. Vide B.T.
Shabbat 31a.

Ibid., Ketubot 63a.

Ibid., Sota 11b.

Rambam, Hilchot Sanhedrin 3:10; cf. B.T. Sanhedrin 14a, Shuichan Aruch Chosen
Mishpat 8:3 and all the Talmudic sources cited by the Vilna Gaon in his commentary ad
loc. Similarly, the halachah stipulates that the role of shifach tzibbur may only be
assumed in response to an invitation and from a sense of obligation. For this reason
Chazal ordained that one must initially demur when requested to serve in that role,
thereby professing his inadequacy. Cf. Berachot 34a and Rashi ad loc. sub yesarev.
Hence, it is incongruous for a man who is not or a woman who cannot be invited to serve
as shiiach tzibbur to feel spiritually cheated because one should never seek that role in
the first place.

Exodus 4:10. See Midrash Raba and Rashi ad loc.

As illustrated by the following quote, some perceptive, contemporary scholars have
commented on this phenomenon. "The desire to affirm that women are equal has made
some scholars reluctant to show that they are different, because differences can be used
to justify unequal treatment and opportunity. Much as | understand and am in sympathy
with those who wish there were no differences between men and women -- only
reperable social injustice -- my research, others' research and my own and others'
experiences tell me it simply isn't so. There are gender differences.” Deborah Tannen,
You Just Don't Understand, p.17.

The Rav's psak has been recorded by Rabbi Moshe Meiselman, Jewish Woman in
Jewish Law, p.197 n.64. Cf ibid. p.146 where the author cites the Rav's psak that women
should not dance with Torah scrolls.

My presentation of my grandfather's position is based upon my first hand knowledge,
corroborated and amplified by the accounts of intimates of the Rav. His personalized
words of encouragement to rabbis who would not accept his psak were later
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23.
24,

25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

misconstrued as a softening of his halachic stance.

B.T. Bava Metzia 49a.

Ibid., Kidushin 12b, cf. Rashi ad loc sub de-rav. Although Rav was clearly concerned with
the breach of modesty, in these instances the conduct which he punished was technically
not asur, yet unequivocally halachically wrong. Neither the Talmud nor Rambam, nor
Shulchan Aruch classify this action, sharply censured and severely punished, as asur.
Imagine a twelfth or sixteenth century counterpart of contemporary interfocutors
persistently questioning Rambam or Rabbi Yosef Karo, "But rebbe, is it technically asur
to betroth without prior engagement?" The answer, undoubtedly, would have been and is
“no." Cf ibid. Berachot 13b, 15b, 29a, Kidushin 21b and Chidushei Ha-Grach ad loc. for
other examples of wrong behavior condemned by Chazal. Many, though not all,
instances of rabbinic imprecation responded to wrong behavior.

Cf. B.T. Chulin 94a, Rambam Hilchot Deot 2:6, B.T. Ye'vamot 65b, commentary of R.
Yonah to Pirkei Avot 1:18.

B.T. Kidushin 68b.

"...Modest women are the cause [and guarantors for] Torah and fear of sin." Rabeinu
Yonabh, Igeret HaTeshuvah, part 1ll, based on Shemot Raba.

B.T. Berachot 17a.

Ibid., Avot 5:23.

Cf Ibid., Eruvin 100b, and the remarkable explanation of Rashi ad loc. sub "va-havusha"
vide also Shavuot 30a.

Ibid., Gittin 57b. The leadership role of women in martyrdom during the First Crusades is
highlighted by Dr. Elisheva Carlebach, "1096," Jewish Action Vol. 57 No. 2.

Reprinted with permission from Jewish Action, the magazine of the Orthodox Union.
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