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WHO IS EZRA?

(1) TOSEFTA SANHEDRIN 4:7-8

TR MATR ROAPR 1T OV 77N NI RITY 7307 N .

Ezra was fit to have the Torah given through him, if Moshe had not preempted him...

(2) KOHELET RABBAH 1:4

INYWA IR DITH RV T 2P TR 70 1R

If Aharon had still been around, Ezra would have been greater than him in his time.

(3) RABBI TZVI SINENSKY, “EZRA ARRIVES ON THE SCENE”

Another theme emerges from the verses’ introduction of Ezra. Upon describing his lineage, the verse refers
to Ezra as both priest and scholar. The fusion of priesthood and scholarship is not new; Moshe Rabbeinu
already referred to the Levites’ role as teachers (Devarimzz 49:10). But there is particular emphasis on the role
of priestly teacher in the works of Shzvat Tion. Zekharia relates that the angel instructs Yeshua the High
Priest to “walk in God’s path, observe his laws and properly instruct his household” (3:7). Chapter 2

of Malakhi stresses the priests’ dual sacerdotal and scholarly responsibilities, reaming out the priests for
having abandoned both stations. This represents a larger shift away from charismatic priestly and prophetic
roles toward an emphasis on Torah and, in the case of Nechemia, political leadership. The fact that Ezra is
identified as a priest without reference to the Temple service accentuates the transition underway.

(4) SUKKAH 20A

7707 D237 ROV 79y DRWON 7N AnoNwIwd

When some of the Torah laws were forgotten from the Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael, Ezra ascended
from Babylonia and reestablished the forgotten laws.

(5) KIDDUSHIN 69B

99 PP NYI0D ARWYW TV 9227 RV 79V KD MYOR M 0K

Rabbi Elazar says: Ezra did not ascend from Babylonia until he made it like fine flour, free of bran,
i.e., he ensured that the lineage of those remaining was unsullied, and selected all of those in Babylonia who
were of questionable lineage, and then he ascended with them to Eretz Yisrael.
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(6) BAVA BATRA 15A

SO0 12 701 TPPOR TR 9V 1AXY DMWY 2221 RITY 79V KXY

Ezra did not ascend from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael until he established his own genealogy, and
after that he ascended. This genealogy is what is written in the book of Chronicles. And who completed
the book of Chronicles for the generations following Ezra? Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah.

(7) BAVA KAMMA 82A

WROA CIWR TITY WORN 1WA TR NQWR A2 PIIRY XY 17D NP 1YY

Ezra the Scribe instituted ten ordinances: He instituted that communities read the Torah on Shabbat in
the afternoon; and they also read the Torah on every Monday and Thursday; and the courts convene
and judge every Monday and Thursday...

(8) MEGILLAH 15A

RD21N ..02°0% 7717 73w TPIW IR WA RIPI 121 2370 AT 2OKRDA 1AM 27 0K

Rav Nahman said: Malachi the prophet is in fact Mordecai, and why was he called Malachi? To
indicate that he was second to the king [melekh], as Mordecai was appointed such, as is recorded at the
end of the Megilla. The Gemara raises an objection... The Gemara concludes: This is indeed a
conclusive refutation.

22057 XY 77 2IKDM IMRT RN KI2NOA JAMI 27 VAR 1AW IR R"IM RITY 77 0IRDA 0P 12 YW 020 MR KOIN
DR N2 DY) 20K WK T WIR 37 990 00 09w DRIW TNWYI 72V AT 732 {R":'2 90RO} 09K Nkl
RITY NI 2OWI WOIOKR XM .01

It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha said: Malachi is in fact Ezra. And the Rabbis

say otherwise: Malachi was his real name, and it was not merely another name for Ezra or another
prophet. Rav Nahman said: It stands to reason that indeed, they are one and the same person, like the
opinion of the one who said that Malachi is Ezra, since there is a similarity between them, as it is stated
in Malachi’s prophecy: “Judah has dealt treacherously, and a disgusting thing has been done in
Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctity of the Lord which he loved, and has
married the daughter of a strange god” (Malachi 2:11).And who was the one that removed the foreign
women who were married to Jews? It was Ezra.

(9) SANHEDRIN 21B

177 797°2,°0R WD NPIWR 2122 RATY 22 0A9 I AL, WTIRT WY 212y 2022 HRIWSR 770 71001 avnna
WP W DPNWR 20D SR
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At first the Torah was given to Israel in Hebrew text and the sacred tongue. Then it was given to them in
Ezra’s time in the Assyrian text and Aramaic. Israel selected the Assyrian text and the sacred tongue...

(10) YALKUT REUVENI, SHEMOT

12707 MK RXAW 770 7790 3 5V AN MITPN 27YY 10N R

Ezra established the cantillation marks, vocalization marks, and crown [on the letters] of the three Torah
scrolls he found after the destruction.

(11) MALBIM EZRA 7:6

72177 NDID o2 03,1 nA DY ATV DY 8700 DY 7RI 09I 00127 AWHW DY K A0 wn nw IR 1R
PANRY LTIV TIAY TN WIPAN 7321 3100 YW 22177 MY 10000 DOWIR 30T 9V 9K TNy AwOw 1Ixan
LM TINY X2 N1TAR POYY YT MINIT TIAW AN 1PINRYL,TINT TINY 107 ROTY KLY

Shimon the Righteous, who was among the last of the Great Assembly, said, “The world stands on three
things: Torah, Worship and Generous Deeds.” For in the days of the Great Assembly these three pillars
were reinforced by three specific people: Zerubavel and Yehoshua Kohen Gadol cause the Temple to be
built, reinforcing the pillar of Worship. After this Ezra went to establish the pillar of Torah. And after him
Nechemiah, who built the walls of the city and involved himself in politics, reinforcing the pillar of
Generous Deeds...

(12) RAV YOEL BIN-NUN, “HA-RAV HA-RASHI HA-RISHON"

;20I21D-°177 107731 77777 RD 23 R .2O0WIT2 07N IO 9YW IR RY 03,7173 179 1707 RY R 9aAR L300 700 Ry
PRITY W ITROM 1TAYA 7 1,19 OR (20 7190 MAYI) P01 7IANT AT 7°pon?

Ezra was a priest, but he was not the high priest, even after he went up and became a leader in
Yerushalayim. He was also not a statesman-politician; Nechemiah was appointed to this role (a few years
hence). If so, what was the role and function of Ezra?

XY ,12m5 — AYPY QWA aNDPN AR N0 ,0°KMA3 P 21pn D131 R ,11MTYING PRI 1IN 200 100 KT
0377, TR 1NN 2T KAV, NNRT K227 20K DAR LT MNAwHT A1 DR 11927 2w 92

Ezra was a Torah leader, the first in our history. He stood in the place of the prophets, whose period had
ended and whose sun had set — of course, not everyone knew about this “changing of the guard,” but
Malakhi, the last prophet, and Ezra, the first Torah leader, understood.

(13) MALAKHI 2:5-7

¥l X7 ﬂ?ﬂ_ﬂ 17192 A0 MR NYIA (1) LRIT DO ORY 019m1 CIRT R)in 17 jakighyl Dﬁi;-im 0o AR A0 N2 ()

NIRIX " IRYM 93 WTEN WP 77N NYT MY 139 0ot 03 (1) .Y 20Wa 0°27) AR 790 Tivtna oivya vnoa
X7
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(5) "My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him; of fear, and he was fearful toward
Me and stood in awe of My name. (6) The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not
found in his lips. He walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and turned many away from iniquity. (7) For
the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seck the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger
of Hashem of Hosts.

WHY DOES IT TAKE SO LONG FOR HIM TO ARRIVE?

(14) SHIR HA-SHIRIM RABBAH 5:1

,7771 72 7102 7197 17190 7027 TR TN RIIY AVW MR A9V K2 A1n91 AW NN 19 KD 0712 INYU0Y RTY
W2 2127 77 K RPP0PRA2 12°OKR) 1707 WO 2172 DTN 17703 12 N2 0NR XX L0172 7102 7090

Ezra and his group did not ascend then. Why did Ezra not ascend then? He needed to clarify his learning
before Baruch ben Neriah. Let Baruch ben Neriah ascend? They said Baruch ben Neriah was a great and
aged man; he could not even be carried on a litter.

EZRA’S ORIGINS

(15) EZRA 7:1-6

(1) Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, n1o%n3 APRT 0°7270 XY (R)
Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, (2) 12 17 12 XY 079 90 RAQWIAIR
the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, (3) the 12 P13 12 29W 12 () mpPn T3 MY
son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, (4) the 120V 12 TR 12 (3) 000N
son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, (5) the son of (M) opa 7121y 2 o2 (7) 0P
Abishua, the son of Phinchas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron IR 12 Y9N 12 001D 12 YLK 12
the chief priest; (6) this Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was a S22n 79V XYY R (1) R0 0
ready scribe in the law of Moses, which Hashem, the God of Israel, | "> 3y yix g n2ina 2mn 290 X
had given; and the king granted him all his requests, according to PIOR O™ T2 Tona 2 107 DRI vy
the hand of Hashem his God on him. Angpa 95 1oy

(16) MALBIM EZRA 7:1

IR ToRW AR T2 0 A" DYTY,PIAN NR T XY D00Y M 790AY 10117 W X 2" 0"y " nyTo
977979 RRY M2 MYT AT2 WA LIAR 27 a7 XY 9V 1991 00 7102 R 2", wrT

According to Rashi (based on Chazal), this is Darius who was mentioned above, and the arrival of Ezra was
one year after completing the construction. According to R’ Zerachyah Ha-Levi, this was another king who
ruled after Darius, as Radak writes at the end of Chaggai, and according to this, Ezra went up a long time
after [the construction]. There are many views about this, and it’s impossible to resolve.
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(17) METZUDAT DAVID EZRA 6:1

X"T72 2WINW 7R MTT 700 39T 3P

For brevity, it skipped several generations from what was listed in Divrei Ha-Yamim A.

(18) RAV YOEL BIN-NUN, “HA-RAV HA-RASHI HA-RISHON"

L2 1) 9177 17907 22W0OKR" 127 TN RATY 12 950 MY O3 7230 TwanY L2173 100 700 KD RV 2191 XpNT
,°) "N1P01 2w NPap A1 ,NA1YN ORIV TA RV 2w pvn parna L(1,) "0wORR 12 M 1y ,(nd

TIAR" TV 0T 070 DY ,2ITAT 1797 P DR SIIN 20700 RV W 1T DR 002 108 TN 107 197 — (7,1,7°,°,2
" WRIT 197

It was specifically because Ezra wasn’t the high priest, and in what follows a conflict between Ezra and
Nechemiah and “Elyashiv the high priest” and his son “Yehochanan ben Elyashiv” will be revealed in the
conflict of Ezra against intermarriage and against accepted “foreign women” — therefore, there was a
necessity to establish Ezra’s status as a Torah leader against the high priest by tracing his lineage to “Aharon
the leading Kohen.”

(19) R’ YOSEF IBN KASPI EZRA 7:6

2N 0517 20w Mava DR L2 1 AT 0,210 11 1207 N7 °N2n L7257 NNOD KPIT IRD — A1 00 7910 XIM
02910 :2"T 11101 W92 ,0°MINT IRIPI 197,072 0790

It doesn’t specifically refer to scribal work without understanding the meaning of the verse, because of what
value is this? Rather, because each sage writes books and commentaries, our Sages called sages “scribes.”

(20) IBN EZRA EZRA 7:12

PROR NVT YT 713 RITY - XNT 790

“Sofer of the law” — He has learned and knows the mind of his G-d.

(21) RALBAG EZRA 7:11

37277 927 127 NN2219D°W WOR WK MO PYN MR 71N 777 120W 712 PRI L% 99102 PRI 0D IWNK
717 P70 03 .PTIX ONDA1 O RTINS 1IN T2 1022 19K NYT 1P WK NIRRT NN 1M 700 03 .03
TRPM 77N M0 Man2

I think the meaning of “Sofer” is “to count.” The meaning in this is that he was a scribe who could [also]
quickly calculate the exegetical possibilities in the words of the Torah. He could also quickly identify the
proofs that could confirm those possibilities and select those that were appropriate and [reject] those that
were not. He could also quickly count the meanings of the Torah and its parts.
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(22) MALBIM EZRA 7:11

990w ,'7 NIXN 5727 71031 19I0 AW 27 ,3N0I797 MDD NIRDA 191 X ,"I910" RAPI Y17 WIDA - NI¥A 2127 190
779 HYaw 770 5727 790 23 ,3°0 9 aNIPIY WIPK P2N3 N° NPV 0772 173 191 ,771017 200 WYY 37N DITIR
"1 "oopn nhna Hha1 atw aonn

“Sofer of the words of mitzvot” — This explains why he is called sofer. It is not because he is supported by
scribal work, but rather that he counts the words of the mitzvot of Gd. He counted the letters of the Torah
and made a boundary for the tradition. And he made fences in copying the rest of the sacred texts, cleaning
them of any impurity. And he counted the words of the Spoken Torah which has been transmitted, for this
is included in chukim, as I have written (7:10).

(23) DA’AT MIKRA EZRA 7:6 N. 7*

SANEERNAR Y373 — 1712 BENYKA NRINY @K 7 A2 ©NT jEY3NSN TR 7R ATanT IR — R 4T
(n% pmp obwn) ke 72 'eb pre pam ek kn men 25 12 renTa o qbeEn e ar AATm N AT DY P
NS90NY PUond PR OUOLRRKIA 190 QN PN {1 0254 AMEER B3 AT N ARTIA AN BTN 02N A
neyna (Grammateus 5P 5@ 1mbMma -7¥) M2 13 KYPI MID0Y D03 POYY M HIW viDn ,M13bnA TP K
110 Y brAawva neeTn LATE TR ART T nba ok PO AN 9 %) BYIBID — Y*K2 ®ogEn e WP RIwEn
(30 /BY R T2 0TI NT T L0 {3 ‘nY mawnn 2T Sp1e
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EZRA’S ARRIVAL

(24) EZRA 7:7-10
(7) Thetre went up some of the children of Israel, and of the 021707 023957 127 PRI *120 19371 (7)
priests, and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the QoY DX 0°0Im ooy o nm
Nethinim, to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. | %271 (1) 7727 XDOWIATRY vy niwa
(8) He came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the Y WT NI X7 CWROE WIN2 ovvy
seventh year of the king. (9) For on the first day of the first month R ﬁw‘xﬁﬂ W 'mx: 53 () 7912
began he to go up from Babylon; and on the first day of the fifth Wrnna WINR TONY 2220 T9YnT 100
month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his ©) .13'2;} H;ﬁfﬂi 1’.‘!5& -{3:3' Q?Wﬁf o) N:
God on him. (l O) For Ezra had set his heart to seek the law of " IR Ny WWT’? 13;5 o0 RV O3
Hashem, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 0B PR YRR T Ny
ordinances.

(25) ZECHARYAH 8:19

D*7vh7 Aty it a7 002k o »ya oix) yawa oiv) wengs 0iX) ye277 01X nIRIY " K 15 (v)
2278 02w npRT) o°2i

(19) Thus says Hashem of Hosts, "The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and
the fast of the tenth months shall be for the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts. Therefore
love truth and peace.”

(26) BEMIDBAR 33:38

TR WRGD W2 228N YIRG PRI 32 NRYD DOYIIRT NIYD OW N2 0" 0 DY 30 00 98 1097 199K DY (D)
YR

(38) Aaron the priest went up into Mount Hor at the commandment of Hashem and died there, in the
fortieth year after the Children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first
day of the month.

(27) CHOMAT ANACH EZRA 7:9

"R 1927 awn 7Y TR A7 7907 702 WY 1AW 1902 INTAI2 21T Mt 2" WITPY PV 277 WA 1R weR
991077 ROTYA 239aN1 2RI X037 12 21971 INPION N2wNI 197 72°P0 201 77 1Y 1WA 17977 0992 DA9ANI 1790 1R 9T
5" 19 9INR PR DR 0°12°W Y77 03 PIRY 01277 999n;7 RY 195w 2nhap 2Ry 21 MIRT 7"0Y 1PN aw 370 10 23 PR

2" "en

One can see a hint to what the master, ir and kadish, Rabbi Moshe Zacuto wrote in his notes in the book
Shemen Sasson in the name of our master the Ari z”’l: “Aharon the Kohen was reincarnated as Eli the
Kohen, and due to the sin of idolatry he was liable for sekilah and so ‘And his spine broke’ ‘And he fell
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from the chair.” He was then reincarnated as Ezra the Sofer, who was also a kohen, and there he was
repaired.” So wrote the Ari z”l. I have received that therefore [Aharon]| did not pray to enter the land, for he
knew that he would bring Israel in later. So wrote Ramaz z”1.

(28) DA’AT MIKRA EZRA 7:9 N. 13**

AR T ®er ovhet pmnb kbhe (wemn YhY) onathn ma oo wbRky *e13

It’s possible that they planned their travel (and possibly delayed) such that they would not arrive at
Jerusalem until the month of Av.

EZRA’S APPOINTMENT

(29) EZRA 7:11-28

(11) Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave T2 103 WK NAYIT e A (R0)

to Ezra the priest, the scribe, even the scribe of the words of the 79D 1907 1390 RY7 RNQYNIAIN
commandments of Hashem, and of His statutes to Israel: (12) () 2% 29 vpm "™ niyn 737
"Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law RIT2 KUY X290 T2 RAOUIAR
of the God of heaven, perfect and so forth. (13) I make a decree (3°) .NIYY M3 RIWW APK 0T RNT 90
that all those of the people of Israel, and their priests and the T2 *maona 2K 2 °7 oYy o
Levites, in my realm, who are minded of their own free will to go to Tanh X7 72 PRI Koy
Jerusalem, go with you. (14) Because you are sent of the king and ™ °7 92 92 (7) .77 Ty 2wy
his seven counselors, to inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem, 77P20 MOV Thy? NYaw) X9D 07p
according to the law of your God which is in your hand, (15) and to 772 °7 7798 D72 ORYIY) T DY
carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counselors have sy xabD o P\OD n?;*ﬁ‘;a ('lt:))
freely offered to the God of Israel, whose habitation is in  AhTIA 97 RIS TORS 127305
Jerusalem, (16) and all the silver and gold that you shall find in all ﬂDW'UI:W : - P\Q;Tb":)j (} t:)) ,,'-(;3:;}’73
the province pf Babylon, with 'Fh.e treewill offering of the People, X°J00] XY MATINT OY 222 NPT 952
and of the priests, who offer willingly for the house of their God (T") :D‘.?W'W'V: "’_I'D}'l:(‘gg h’;? ]’;ﬁ;mﬁ

which is in Jerusalem; (17) therefore you shall with all diligence buy
with this money bulls, rams, lambs, with their meal offerings and
their drink offerings, and shall offer them on the altar of the house
of your God which is in Jerusalem. (18) Whatever shall seem good
to you and to your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and the
gold, that do you after the will of your God. (19) The vessels that
are given you for the service of the house of your God, deliver
before the God of Jerusalem. (20) Whatever more shall be needful
for the house of your God, which you shall have occasion to
bestow, bestow it out of the king's treasure house. (21) I, even I
Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the treasurers who are
beyond the River, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the T )

law of the God of heaven, shall require of you, it be done with all KUY TIRW? °7 9377 713 1292 07

7137 X902 RIpN K320 M7 73R 72
17293 1IN IR 19T IR

7 DOPR N2 07 2T BV T 29pm
o) (T9w) [729] °7 A3 () .07y
1207) X202 W32 207 (TAX) [A0K]
(v°) 71720 DOTPX N3 Tavn?
TP 172 0797 T2 TA0N °T RN
WY (D) .02YT) APR TR DAY
MR IEINY T2 997 °7 T8 N3 NNy
IR 31 (RD) R0 1B AW
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diligence, (22) to one hundred talents of silver, and to one hundred RIDOXR XMW AR °7 RDT 79D NI
measures of wheat, and to one hundred baths of wine, and to one 7YY 787 19792 702 7Y (22) T2
hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how much. (23) 7YY TR7 PR N0 TV AR7 1D 0In
Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done 93 (30) .27 XY 7 1201 ARD NWR A2
exactly for the house of the God of heaven; for why should there RTTITR 72907 XY A28 QY0 10 °7
be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons? (24) Also we DY AP K177 702 07 R0 ARR N2
inform you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, the TYT7IAN 099 (72) ST Rabn My

singers, porters, Nethinim, or servants of this house of GOd, it shall N23°N1 XoVN K97 N’W’ﬂ N33 b 7
not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or toll, on them. (25) You, XY 7['7j1 99 7730 M7 N,-"m ns.; 901

Ezra, after the wisdom of your God who is in your hand, appoint RTY DIXY (70) .00y Rpnb vy
magistrates and judges, who may judge all the people who are ’ T’J?';ﬂ: 1';?55?.47 m 173 ,é ‘[Tb& hDJUD
beyond the River, all such as know the laws of your God; and teach [2y3 .”.f xm; 17;3? (1IX7) [7’37;‘3] ]1.‘!
him who doesn't know them. (26) Whoever will not do the law of 'y?: XH 07 '[nbx N7 YT 535 .'h.'u

your God,'and the law of tbe king, let judgment be. executed on him XD T2y RIT2 XY °7 931 (10) .WTinn
with all d}hgence, whether it be tg death, or"to banishment, or to 7377 XJ90K K29 °T RDT) TION °T
coniscatlo}? cg ggodfs, or ;o flmpnsc;lnn;ent. (27) l}Slless}?d be o [wnwS] 13 N 13 mn TIun NI
Has .em', the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in (19) T I0N7) 7021 WIYY 17 (W)
the king's heart, to beautify the house of Hashem which is in . ; . 2
o NI 103 W NI TR O T2
Jerusalem; (28) and has extended loving kindness to me before the T el
, . e , R " M3 DY IND? TpRT 223
king, and his counselors, and before all the king's mighty princes. I - : AR
. 2197 790 7w 2Y) (D) ORI
was strengthened according to the hand of Hashem my God on o i e .
; : D237 T3 1Y 2971 VYY) A28
me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with o
YRR V2V VTOR O™ T3 APIINT AN

me. . . .
MY DY DOWRY PRI

(30) RABBI TZVI SINENSKY, “EZRA ARRIVES ON THE SCENE”

It is worth noting as well the need for a scholar of the caliber of Ezra to be “shipped” from Babylonia to
Israel. As will become evident throughout his book, the Judean Jewish community was not only lacking in
scholarly leadership, but also, for the most part, was utterly ignorant. In contemporary terms, one can argue
that with the exception of the period of the Mishnah and the early Amoraic period, ours is the first era in
some 2,500 years during which Israel is the center of Torah life. Indeed, the unfortunate religious realities
during Ezra’s life enable us to appreciate the unique flourishing of Torah in Israel in modern times.

(31) MALBIM EZRA 7:13

O"RY,'7 N2 DR QW D127 272 KITW QYL N2 2220 NODY AT 2120 MWD WD INIW ANWRIT 7TIP0AY 107
MWA 101 397,701 MWD X922 2°aWw PIRD NRY? 2291477 MWD 707 XY 70vmY 371997 ThhWwl 1027 112 20WIw NN
:N29% MW 077 W° 7Y IRED 2730w PRI %127 01 99w wInn

In the first order, when Cyrus permitted the exiles to go to Jerusalem, he explained that the purpose was to
build the house of Gd there. If so, then the order was complete once the construction of the house was
complete. From now on, there would be no permission for the exiles to leave the land of their captivity
without special permission. Therefore, he gave new permission for all Jews who would volunteer to
accompany Hzra, to go.
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(32) ROSH HASHANAH 4A

SRR WA N2 79,82 1PN A0 TYY AR 110 POIN TV, ARA 1120 100 7Y RO 270nIRT 1911 KR NOVIR
RNINMN ROR 2RMPA T2 2°p 717 RD RIPIYA XD .RMIX P RDWT ,RMINP K72 RPOYR - "3 200 K2 07 1om
ROPOYA PIWTD

Of if you want: How do we know he went bad? From here (Ezra 7:22): “Up to 100 kikar of silver, and up to
100 kur of wheat, and up 100 bat of wine, and up to 100 bat of oil, and unlimited salt, etc.” — At first
without limit, and now with a limit. But perhaps beforehand he just didn’t know the limit? Rather, clearly, it
is as we answered before.

(33) METZUDAT DAVID EZRA 7:22

D0 M2 P TV 0 120 P TV YIRWD 727 OR A

Even if he asks so much, even 100 kikar of silver, even 100 kur of wheat...

(34) HERODOTUS, THE HISTORIES 3:90

The fifth province was the country (except the part belonging to the Arabians, which paid no tribute)
between Posideion, a city founded on the Cilician and Syrian border by Amphilochus son of Amphiaraus,
and Egypt; this paid three hundred and fifty talents; in this province was all Phoenicia, and the part of Syria
called Palestine, and Cyprus.

(35) MALBIM EZRA 7:23
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[Adrazda is a ‘seal” in Arabic.] He also instructed them to prepare a seal, inscribing on it that it is the seal of
the house of Gd, and anything coming from the house of Gd would be sealed with that seal and would have
the status of an order from the Gd of Heaven, just as anything sealed with the king’s seal has the status of
an order from the king. This was a great splendour for the house of Gd, that it could command with the seal
of Gd and the seal would have the strength and force of the king...

(36) RABBI TZVI SINENSKY, “EZRA ARRIVES ON THE SCENE”

Indeed, the king goes on to explicitly spell out his reverence for the Judean God, exclaiming that if his
decree is not carried out, God’s wrath will descend upon him and his sons (7:23). It is almost as if
Artaxerxes has been touched by Ezra’s personal piety, embracing the legitimacy of Ezra’s mission and
profound religious commitment...
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(37) DA’AT MIKRA EZRA, INTRODUCTION P. 26, 29
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It’s possible that through [Darius’ decrees], the Temple in Jerusalem was recognized as a royal institution,
with all of the rights which derive from that status...
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If the Temple is a royal institution, then logically all who work therein are considered royal servants, who are
exempt from payments and obligations which are incumbent upon the rest of the citizens... This enactment
became, over time, the custom accepted among all rulers in Asia and Europe, and they gave the priests and
assorted ‘sacred vessels’ the right to an exemption from the royal yoke.
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It is sensible to suggest that the king appointed Ezra to the role of leader of the Temple; he was considered
a representative of the king with the right to claim wages for his representation from the national treasury...
According to this section, Ezra was appointed as the High Judge over all of the Jews in the region of
“Across the River,” and the law of the Torah was established for them as the law of the king, such that
anyone who objects to it will be punished with full force.

EZRA’S THANKSGIVING

(38) RABBI TZVI SINENSKY, “EZRA ARRIVES ON THE SCENE”

Ezra concludes our chapter with personal thanks to God for having inspired the king to beautify the
Temple, granting Ezra favor in the eyes of the king, and enabling Ezra to successfully recruit other leaders
to travel with him. Ezra continues to speak in the first-person singular throughout chapters 8 and 9. The
usage of the first person is unusual in the Bible, but common in Ezra, and especially in Nechemia, which is
written entirely in the first person. This gives our books the feel of semi-autobiographical memoirs. While
any explanation of the significance of this literary feature is conjectural, it seems fair to hypothesize that the
memoir style is part of the larger transition we have identified. Egra-Nechemia, like Kohelet’s struggle for
personal enlightenment, represents a more personal, non-prophetic journey. Absolute divine clarity is
declining. In that vacuum, divinely-inspired personal reminisces rise to the fore.
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FURTHER READING

etzion.ore.il/en/tanakh /ketuvim/sefer-ezra/ezra-chapter-7-ezra-arrives-scene

https://www.929.org.il/page /848 /post/22640

Shu”’t Rashba 1:84

(39) PALEO-HEBREW ALPHABET (CREDIT: CHABAD.ORG)
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