Parshah Questions: Lech Lecha: Lessons of the First World War

1. Question: Who needs the whole story of the four and five kings, found in Bereishit 142

2. Future Redemption: Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 42:2
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3. Protect Your Family: Rabbi Yochanan Luria, Meshivat Nefesh to Bereishit 14:1
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The story of the four kings and the five comes to awaken us to a good trait — to draw one's relatives near even when
they act improperly. For you see that Avraham elevated Lot, and [Lot] was enriched because of him... And when
Avraham told him, “Separate from me,” giving him the choice [of locations], it would have been right for [Lot] to say to
Avram, “You choose right or left,” but he did not do this, but rather he chose what was good in his eyes.
We currently find people who remove [themselves] from such a person in his time of need, and especially when he has
become bad, even called “wicked”. But it was from Avraham’s ideal nature that he did not turn his eye away from his
relatives in their time of need, and he endangered his life to pursue the kings with only a small force. And we learn from
him not to turn our eye from a relative in his time of trouble. This is a great mitzvah and good trait, as seen in Yevamot
63a, “One who draws his relatives near or one who lends a sela to a pauper in his time of need, or one who takes in
his niece, of him it says, ‘Then you will cry out, and Gd will answer.”” We see that the text equates [one who draws his
relatives near] with one who lends to the needy in his time of strain, which is without doubt a great mitzvah.

4. Political Science: Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, Commentary to Bereishit 14:1
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