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R. Yitzchak ben R. Yosef (Ba’al Ha-Chotem) of Corbeil, France, lived during the period of the
Tosafists. He was born ca. 1210 and died in 1280. This book was studied by Torah scholars during
R. Yitzchak’s time and in later periods, and some of these scholars annotated their copies of the
work. One set of these notes, by R. Peretz ben R. Eliyahu (d. ca. 1300), a younger colleague of R.
Yitzchak, have become an almost inseparable part of the Semak, to the point where they were
sometimes confused with the original text. (This Rabbenu Peretz headed a yeshiva and was one of
the last Tosafists.)
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