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Can One Who Learns Torah Not Go To Work?
In Light of Pirkei Avot 2, 2

1. Pirkei Avot, 2, 2:

Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehuda the
Prince said: “Torah study is good with a worldly
occupation, because the exertion put into both
of them makes one forget sin. All Torah without
work will in the end result in waste and will
cause sinfulness. All who work for the
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community should work for the sake of Heaven,
for the merit of the community's forefathers will
help them, and their righteousness endures
forever. And as for you, G-d will reward you
greatly as if you accomplished it on your own."

2. Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura, there:

If you say that you should always be laboring in Torah, and its weariness
causes sin to be forgotten, for what is the need for work, therefore, it was
necessary to state that any Torah [study] that lacks work [accompanying it]
leads to idleness, for it is impossible for him [to exist] without sustenance
(i.e., food) so he will attack and rob people and eventually forget his learning.

Historical Background

3. Talmud Gittin, 59a:

From the days of Moses and until the days of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi

we do not find unparalleled greatness
in Torah knowledge and unparalleled greatness in wealth and high political
office, in a single individual.

4. Talmud Brachot, 43a:

One only recites: “Who creates fragrant trees” (Bore Minei Bessamim), over
the balsam from the house of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, and over balsam from
the house of Caesar.

5. Talmud Baba Batra, 8a:

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi once opened his storehouses to distribute food during
years of drought. He said: Masters of Bible, masters of Mishna, masters of
Talmud, masters of halakha, masters of aggada may enter and receive food
from me, but ignoramuses should not enter. Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram,
whom Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi did not know, pushed his way in, and entered,
and said to him: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, sustain me. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said
to him: My son, have you read the Bible? Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to
him, out of modesty: No. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi continued: Have you studied
Mishna? Once again, Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to him: No. Rabbi
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Yehuda HaNasi then asked him: If so, by what merit should | sustain you?
Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to him: Sustain me like a dog and like a raven,
who are given food even though they have not learned anything. Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi was moved by his words and fed him.

After Rabbi Yonatan left, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi sat, and was distressed, and
said: Woe is me, that | have given my bread to an ignoramus. His son, Rabbi
Shimon bar Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, said to him: Perhaps he was your disciple
Yonatan ben Amram, who never in his life wanted to materially benefit from
the honor shown to the Torah? They investigated the matter and found that
such was the case. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi then said: Let everyone enter, as
there may also be others who hide the fact that they are true Torah scholars...
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: Suffering comes to the world only due to
ignoramuses.

6. Talmud Ketuvot, 103b:
My son Shimon should be the halachic authority. My son Gamliel should be
the Nasi (President). Hanina bar Hama will sit at the head of the yeshiva.

7. Tosefta, Shviit 1,1:

Rabban Gamliel and his court established that it would be permissible to work
the land until Rosh Hashanah.

Practical Discussion

8. Talmud Yoma, 35b:

the Sages taught: A poor person, and a wealthy person, and a wicked person
come to face judgment before the Heavenly court for their conduct in this
world. To the poor person, the members of the court say: Why did you not
engage in Torah? If he rationalizes his conduct and says: | was poor and
preoccupied with earning enough to pay for my sustenance and that is why |
did not engage in Torah study, they say to him: Were you any poorer than
Hillel, who was wretchedly poor and nevertheless attempted to study Torah?
They said about Hillel the Elder that each and every day he would work and
earn a half-dinar, half of which he would give to the guard of the study hall
and half of which he spent for his sustenance and the sustenance of the
members of his family. One time he did not find employment to earn a wage,
and the guard of the study hall did not allow him to enter. He ascended to the
roof, suspended himself, and sat at the edge of the skylight in order to hear
the words of the Torah of the living G-d from the mouths of Shemaya and
Avtalyon, the spiritual leaders of that generation.

The Sages continued and said: That day was Shabbat eve and it was the winter
season of Tevet, and snow fell upon him from the sky. When it was dawn,
Shemaya said to Avtalyon: Avtalyon, my brother, every day at this hour the
study hall is already bright from the sunlight streaming through the skylight,
and today it is dark; is it perhaps a cloudy day? They focused their eyes and
saw the image of a man in the skylight. They ascended and found him covered
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with snow three cubits high. They extricated him from the snow, and they
washed him and smeared oil on him, and they sat him opposite the bonfire
to warm him. They said: This man is worthy for us to desecrate Shabbat for
him.

9. Maimonides, Talmud Torah, 3,10:

Whosoever sets his heart to pursue the study of the Torah but do no secular
work at all, and permits himself to be supported by charity, behold him, he
blasphemed the Name, and degraded the Torah, and shadowed the light of
religion, and caused evil to be brought upon himself, and deprived his own
life from its share in the world to come; because it is forbidden to enjoy
aught in this world in return of the study of the words of the Torah.

10. Kessef Mishne, there:

All the sages, before and after the Rambam, were earning money from the
public and the community. And even if we say that all authorities agree with
the Rambam, we live in a generation where we must accept money from the
public, so the students could continue with their learning. If not, they will not
sit and learn and the torah will be forgotten from Israel.

11. Pninei Halacha, Limud Torah, 3, 7:

According to all the sages that agree for the student to be paid from the
public, this approval applies only if the student is returning back to the
community. He can do so by teaching torah to kids or adults, serving as
rabbis of shuls, engaging in communal events etc. However, if one is not
engaged in communal needs and only learns torah for his own sake and
knowledge- this student should not be paid by the community and should be
working along his studies.

n”’a

ninx Y% DN o1y INynl
1N4IXNINL ANIp1a A%y
T212 112 yinl 10420
7907 DT HUNY R .TAN

YD IR 1Y

,MIN TINNn nia%n ,0”am .9
1

poyly a7 v o'wnn 72
,NINZR YL K721 mina
Nt 0 - NPT 0 onan!
,MIND NX N2 ,0W0 DR 770
Y1 0l NT ik N2l
D2V 0 M0 9031 invy?
QT2 N7 MORY 197 N2
.NT0 07iva Min

:0YW ,niwn qo01.10
[T DTIR 78! NN 22 1K
D12 2107 DANI DRI
NJ%20w DT 2 DA Axn N
nwnn wn'aa a1 AT
man %1 |2 IN'0NY WaN
‘N7 Niwy? NV DIwn NNIM
nN'ON? 1I7'%W MmN Nan

D'TN7NN1 D'TNI?N NDINA
nNLY? DY12' I N2 DNXN
MmN AN N1 Nma

NN ANNAL 1’N NN2NWN
JTIN NN 20T pIoyy 173

,N DWIPY ,Nnd% e (11
:T,2,)1'Nd MiInn DI'p
D'pPOIAN NATA ANIAN '9?
227 992 N DM 'R, NonY
mmn Tn%? nawq omnn
J12'XN Naipn 011annYvi
1N NID NN 20w Diwn
0'man TN Nmyn? '
2V N7W Tniow m 2aR ,0nini
onan'y qrTy ,Tn%? nin
.MINN TN X721 1192 7nun



Idan Rakovsky | irakovsky@torontotorah.com

n’a

Check out these programs as well:

BEIT MIDRASH ZICHRON DOV & STC PRESENT: o 000 0

THE HALACHOT OF

Shabbal

IN PERSON AT STC!

Let's dive together into the deep
ocean of Shabbat!

In this mini-series, we'll meet the
basics of the halachot of Shabbat, the
sources, the meaning, and much more!

WEDNESDAYS, 8:15 PM
STARTING MAY 11TH

IN PERSON AT STC, 3600 BATHURST
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Ti T ﬁ' ‘T' ‘T’ ﬁ’ Shaareif YTefillah

Community Inspired Judaism

REGISTER AT: TINY.CC/ISRAELISONG

RETURNS IN MAY 23!

SONG OF THE WEEK

LET’S DIVE INTO ISRAELI MUSIC!

Jd MISS NOSTALGIC HEBREW SONGS?
/< INTERESTED IN CONTEMPORARY ISRAELI CULTURE?
Jd WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR HEBREW SKILLS?

JOIN THIS NEW WEEKLY ONLINE PROGRAM,
WHERE WE’LL MEET ONE ISRAELI MASTERPIECE

EVERY CLASS.
WHEN? WHERE? WHO?
EVERY MONDAY, ON ZOOM AT: ALL AGES ARE
7:30 - 8:00 PM. TINY.CC/WEEKLYSONG WELCOME!
FREE OF CHARGE!
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LITZMAN: LIBERMAN 'IS SIMPLY INSANE. HE'S MAD WITH HATRED'

Liberman cancels daycare
subsidies for kids of full-time
yeshiva students

New finance minister announces only families in which both parents
work part-time are eligible for NIS 1,000 monthly benefit; Haredi MKs
slam ‘destructive and wicked’ move

7oy 2o, 5 00000
7 July 2021, 5:50 pm | Updated at 9:59 pm

/https://www.timesofisrael.com/liberman-cancels-daycare-subsidies-for-kids-of-full-time-yeshiva-students

Finance Minister Avigdor Liberman on Wednesday announced plans to introduce new
conditions for receiving daycare subsidies for kids up to age 3, effectively ending them for
some 21,000 children whose fathers are full-time yeshiva students.

Liberman said the subsidies will be granted only if both the child’s parents work at least
24 hours a week. Currently, only mothers must meet this requirement for a family to
receive the monthly subsidy of NIS 1,000 ($305), with fathers exempt if they are involved
in studies.

The change is expected to end the subsidies for around 18,000 households in which the
fathers study Torah full-time and will take effect at the start of the new school year in
September.

Families in which the father does not work at least 24 hours a week but is involved in
academic or vocational studies will still be eligible for the subsidies, which will end for
yeshiva students only.

In total, the daycare subsidies are estimated to cost the state a yearly NIS 1.2 billion, of
which about a third goes to families in which the father studies at a religious seminary.
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