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Can One Who Learns Torah Not Go To Work?  
In Light of Pirkei Avot 2, 2 
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1. משנה אבות, ב, ב: 
רַבָּן גַּמְלִיאֵל בְּנוֹ שֶׁל רַבִּי יְהוּדָה הַנָּשִׂיא אוֹמֵר, יָפֶה תַלְמוּד 
תּוֹרָה עִם דֶּרVֶ אֶרֶץ, שֶׁיְּגִיעַת שְׁנֵיהֶם מְשַׁכַּחַת עָוֹן. וְכָל 
תּוֹרָה שֶׁאֵין עִמָּהּ מְלָאכָה, סוֹפָהּ בְּטֵלָה וְגוֹרֶרֶת עָוֹן. וְכָל 
הָעֲמֵלִים עִם הַצִּבּוּר, יִהְיוּ עֲמֵלִים עִמָּהֶם לְשֵׁם שָׁמַיִם, 
שֶׁזְּכוּת אֲבוֹתָם מְסַיַּעְתָּן וְצִדְקָתָם עוֹמֶדֶת לָעַד. וְאַתֶּם, 

מַעֲלֶה אֲנִי עֲלֵיכֶם שָׂכָר הַרְבֵּה כְּאִלּוּ עֲשִׂיתֶם.

1. Pirkei Avot, 2, 2: 
Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehuda the 
Prince said: “Torah study is good with a worldly 
occupaton, because the exerton put into both 
of them makes one forget sin. All Torah without 
work will in the end result in waste and will 
cause sinfulness. All who work for the 
community should work for the sake of Heaven, 
for the merit of the community's forefathers will 
help them, and their righteousness endures 
forever. And as for you, G-d will reward you 
greatly as if you accomplished it on your own."

2. רבי עובדיה מברטנורא, שם: 
הּ  מָּ ן עִ י אֵ ה שֶׁ רָ וֹ ל תּ כָ וְ
מְלָאכָה. וְאִם תּאֹמַר יְהֵא עָמֵל 
בַּתּוֹרָה תָּמִיד וִיגִיעָתָהּ תְּהֵא 

מְשַׁכַּחַת עָוֹן, וּמַה צֹּרVֶ לַמְּלָאכָה, 

לְכVָ הֻזְקַק לוֹמַר וְכָל תּוֹרָה שֶׁאֵין 

עִמָּהּ מְלָאכָה סוֹפָהּ בְּטֵלָה, לְפִי 

שֶׁאִי אֶפְשָׁר לוֹ בְּלאֹ מְזוֹנוֹת, 

וּמְלַסְטֵם אֶת הַבְּרִיּוֹת וּמְשַׁכֵּחַ 

תַּלְמוּדוֹ. 

3. גיטין נט, ע״א: 
מימות משה ועד רבי לא מצינו 

תורה וגדולה במקום אחד. 

4. ברכות מ״ג, ע״א: 
אֵין מְבָרְכִין ״בּוֹרֵא עֲצֵי בְּשָׂמִים״ 

אֶלָּא עַל אֲפַרְסְמוֹן שֶׁל בֵּית רַבִּי, 

וְעַל אֲפַרְסְמוֹן שֶׁל בֵּית קֵיסָר. 

5. בבא בתרא, ח ע״א: 
רַבִּי פָּתַח אוֹצָרוֹת בִּשְׁנֵי בַצּוֹרֶת 

אָמַר יִכָּנְסוּ בַּעֲלֵי מִקְרָא בַּעֲלֵי 

מִשְׁנָה בַּעֲלֵי תַלְמוּד בַּעֲלֵי הֲלָכָה 

בַּעֲלֵי הַגָּדָה אֲבָל עַמֵּי הָאָרֶץ אַל 

יִכָּנְסוּ דָּחַק רַבִּי יוֹנָתָן בֶּן עַמְרָם 

וְנִכְנַס אָמַר לוֹ רַבִּי פַּרְנְסֵנִי אָמַר 

לוֹ בְּנִי קָרִיתָ אָמַר לוֹ לָאו שָׁנִיתָ 

 Äֶאָמַר לוֹ לָאו אִם כֵּן בַּמָּה אֲפַרְנְס

[אָמַר לוֹ] פַּרְנְסֵנִי כְּכֶלֶב וּכְעוֹרֵב! 

פַּרְנְסֵיהּ.  

2. Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura, there: 
If you say that you should always be laboring in Torah, and its weariness 
causes sin to be forgoÖen, for what is the need for work, therefore, it was 
necessary to state that any Torah [study] that lacks work [accompanying it] 
leads to idleness, for it is impossible for him [to exist] without sustenance 
(i.e., food) so he will aÖack and rob people and eventually forget his learning. 

3. Talmud Giin, 59a: 
From the days of Moses and untl the days of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi 
w e d o n o t fi n d u n p a r a l l e l e d g r e a t n e s s 
in Torah knowledge and unparalleled greatness in wealth and high politcal 
office, in a single individual. 

4. Talmud Brachot, 43a: 
One only recites: “Who creates fragrant trees” (Bore Minei Bessamim), over 
the balsam from the house of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, and over balsam from 
the house of Caesar. 

5. Talmud Baba Batra, 8a: 
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi once opened his storehouses to distribute food during 
years of drought. He said: Masters of Bible, masters of Mishna, masters of 
Talmud, masters of halakha, masters of aggada may enter and receive food 
from me, but ignoramuses should not enter. Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram, 
whom Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi did not know, pushed his way in, and entered, 
and said to him: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, sustain me. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said 
to him: My son, have you read the Bible? Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to 
him, out of modesty: No. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi contnued: Have you studied 
Mishna? Once again, Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to him: No. Rabbi 

Historical Background

applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/yonatan-b-amram
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/yonatan-b-amram
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/yonatan-b-amram
applewebdata://98B5EB67-93C8-49FC-BD28-9080A5105E92/topics/rabi
applewebdata://6D7EDEEE-F1E2-4B7C-9B33-374D686D11F2/topics/rabi
applewebdata://6D7EDEEE-F1E2-4B7C-9B33-374D686D11F2/topics/rabi
applewebdata://6D7EDEEE-F1E2-4B7C-9B33-374D686D11F2/topics/yonatan-b-amram
applewebdata://6D7EDEEE-F1E2-4B7C-9B33-374D686D11F2/topics/rabi


Idan Rakovsky | irakovsky@torontotorah.com ב״ה

2

בָּתַר דִּנְפַק יְתֵיב רַבִּי וְקָא מִצְטַעַר 

וְאָמַר אוֹי לִי שֶׁנָּתַתִּי פִּתִּי לְעַם 

הָאָרֶץ אָמַר לְפָנָיו רַבִּי שִׁמְעוֹן בַּר 

ן עַמְרָם  י שֶׁמָּא יוֹנָתָן בֶּ רַבִּ

אֵינוֹ רוֹצֶה  לְמִידÄְ הוּא שֶׁ תַּ

לֵיהָנוֹת מִכְּבוֹד תּוֹרָה מִיָּמָיו בָּדְקוּ 

וְאַשְׁכַּח אָמַר רַבִּי יִכָּנְסוּ הַכֹּל… 

דַּאֲמַר רַבִּי אֵין פּוּרְעָנוּת בָּא 

לָעוֹלָם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁבִיל עַמֵּי הָאָרֶץ. 

6. כתובות ק״ג, ע״ב: 
שמעון בני חכם, גמליאל בני – 

נשיא, חנינא בר חמא ישב 

בראש. 

7. תוספתא שביעית, א, א: 
רבן גמליאל ובית דינו התקינו 

שיהו מותרין בעבודת הארץ עד 

ראש השנה. 

8. יומא, ל״ה ,ב: 
תָּנוּ רַבָּנַן: עָנִי וְעָשִׁיר וְרָשָׁע בָּאִין 

לַדִּין, לֶעָנִי אוֹמְרִים לוֹ: מִפְּנֵי מָה 

לאֹ עָסַקְתָּ בַּתּוֹרָה? אִם אוֹמֵר: 

עָנִי הָיִיתִי, וְטָרוּד בִּמְזוֹנוֹתַי, 

אוֹמְרִים לוֹ: כְּלוּם עָנִי הָיִיתָ יוֹתֵר 

מֵהִלֵּל?  

אָמְרוּ עָלָיו עַל הִלֵּל הַזָּקֵן שֶׁבְּכׇל 

יוֹם וָיוֹם הָיָה עוֹשֶׂה וּמִשְׂתַּכֵּר 

עִיק, חֶצְיוֹ הָיָה נוֹתֵן  טְרַפָּ בִּ

לְשׁוֹמֵר בֵּית הַמִּדְרָשׁ, וְחֶצְיוֹ 

לְפַרְנָסָתוֹ וּלְפַרְנָסַת אַנְשֵׁי בֵיתוֹ. 

פַּעַם אַחַת לאֹ מָצָא לְהִשְׂתַּכֵּר, 

וְלאֹ הִנִּיחוֹ שׁוֹמֵר בֵּית הַמִּדְרָשׁ 

לְהִכָּנֵס. עָלָה וְנִתְלָה וְיָשַׁב עַל פִּי 

אֲרוּבָּה כְּדֵי שֶׁיִּשְׁמַע דִּבְרֵי אóֱהִים 

חַיִּים מִפִּי שְׁמַעְיָה וְאַבְטַלְיוֹן 

אָמְרוּ: אוֹתוֹ הַיּוֹם עֶרֶב שַׁבָּת 

הָיָה, וּתְקוּפַת טֵבֵת הָיְתָה, וְיָרַד 

עָלָיו שֶׁלֶג מִן הַשָּׁמַיִם. כְּשֶׁעָלָה 

עַמּוּד הַשַּׁחַר אָמַר לוֹ שְׁמַעְיָה 

לְאַבְטַלְיוֹן: אַבְטַלְיוֹן אָחִי, בְּכׇל יוֹם 

הַבַּיִת מֵאִיר וְהַיּוֹם אָפֵל, שֶׁמָּא 

יוֹם הַמְעוּנָּן הוּא? הֵצִיצוּ עֵינֵיהֶן 

וְרָאוּ דְּמוּת אָדָם בַּאֲרוּבָּה. עָלוּ 

Yehuda HaNasi then asked him: If so, by what merit should I sustain you? 
Rabbi Yonatan ben Amram said to him: Sustain me like a dog and like a raven, 
who are given food even though they have not learned anything. Rabbi 
Yehuda HaNasi was moved by his words and fed him. 
Aõer Rabbi Yonatan leõ, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi sat, and was distressed, and 
said: Woe is me, that I have given my bread to an ignoramus. His son, Rabbi 
Shimon bar Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, said to him: Perhaps he was your disciple 
Yonatan ben Amram, who never in his life wanted to materially benefit from 
the honor shown to the Torah? They investgated the maÖer and found that 
such was the case. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi then said: Let everyone enter, as 
there may also be others who hide the fact that they are true Torah scholars… 
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: Suffering comes to the world only due to 
ignoramuses. 

6. Talmud Ketuvot, 103b: 
My son Shimon should be the halachic authority. My son Gamliel should be 
the Nasi (President). Ḥanina bar Ḥama will sit at the head of the yeshiva. 

7. Toseta, Shviit 1,1: 
Rabban Gamliel and his court established that it would be permissible to work 
the land untl Rosh Hashanah. 

8. Talmud Yoma, 35b: 
the Sages taught: A poor person, and a wealthy person, and a wicked person 
come to face judgment before the Heavenly court for their conduct in this 
world. To the poor person, the members of the court say: Why did you not 
engage in Torah? If he ratonalizes his conduct and says: I was poor and 
preoccupied with earning enough to pay for my sustenance and that is why I 
did not engage in Torah study, they say to him: Were you any poorer than 
Hillel, who was wretchedly poor and nevertheless aÖempted to study Torah?  
They said about Hillel the Elder that each and every day he would work and 
earn a half-dinar, half of which he would give to the guard of the study hall 
and half of which he spent for his sustenance and the sustenance of the 
members of his family. One tme he did not find employment to earn a wage, 
and the guard of the study hall did not allow him to enter. He ascended to the 
roof, suspended himself, and sat at the edge of the skylight in order to hear 
the words of the Torah of the living G-d from the mouths of Shemaya and 
Avtalyon, the spiritual leaders of that generaton. 
The Sages contnued and said: That day was Shabbat eve and it was the winter 
season of Tevet, and snow fell upon him from the sky. When it was dawn, 
Shemaya said to Avtalyon: Avtalyon, my brother, every day at this hour the 
study hall is already bright from the sunlight streaming through the skylight, 
and today it is dark; is it perhaps a cloudy day? They focused their eyes and 
saw the image of a man in the skylight. They ascended and found him covered 

Prac;cal Discussion
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וּמָצְאוּ עָלָיו רוּם שóָׁשׁ אַמּוֹת 

רְחִיצוּהוּ  הִ , וְ רְקוּהוּ לֶג. פֵּ שֶׁ

ד  גֶ נֶ הוּ כְּ יבוּ שִׁ הוֹ , וְ הוּ כוּ סָ וְ

הַמְּדוּרָה. אָמְרוּ: רָאוּי זֶה לְחַלֵּל 

עָלָיו אֶת הַשַּׁבָּת. 

9. רמב״ם, הלכות תלמוד תורה, 
ג, י: 

כָּל הַמֵּשִׂים עַל לִבּוֹ שֶׁיַּעֲסֹק 

תּוֹרָה וְלאֹ יַעֲשֶׂה מְלָאכָה,  בַּ

וְיִתְפַּרְנֵס מִן הַצְּדָקָה - הֲרֵי זֶה 

חִלֵּל אֶת הַשֵּׁם, וּבִזָּה אֶת הַתּוֹרָה, 

וְכִבָּה מְאוֹר הַדָּת, וְגָרַם רָעָה 

לְעַצְמוֹ, וְנָטַל חַיָּיו מִן הָעוֹלָם 

הַבָּא, לְפִי שֶׁאָסוּר לֵהָנוֹת בְּדִבְרֵי 

תּוֹרָה בָּעוֹלָם הַזֶּה. 

10. כסף משנה, שם: 
 וראינו כל חכמי ישראל קודם זמן 

רבינו ואחריו נוהגים ליטול שכרם 

מן הצבור וגם כי נודה שהלכה 

כדברי רבינו בפירוש המשנה 

אפשר שהסכימו כן כל חכמי 

הדורות משום עת לעשות לה׳ 

הפרו תורתך שאילו לא היתה 

פרנסת הלומדים והמלמדים 

מצויה לא היו יכולים לטרוח 

בתורה כראוי והיתה התורה 

משתכחת ח״ו ובהיותה מצויה 

יוכלו לעסוק ויגדיל תורה ויאדיר. 

11. פניני הלכה, ליקוטים א, 
קיום התורה והחינוך, ג, ז: 

לפי הנראה מדברי הפוסקים 

שנזכרו, אין בזה היתר כללי לכל 

תלמידי הישיבות ללמוד תורה 

ולהתפרנס מקופת הציבור. 

משום שכל ההיתר הוא אך ורק 

כדי להצמיח תלמידי חכמים 

ומורים, אבל מי שלומד שלא על 

מנת ללמד, עדיף שיתפרנס 

מעמל כפיו ולא מלימוד התורה.

with snow three cubits high. They extricated him from the snow, and they 
washed him and smeared oil on him, and they sat him opposite the bonfire 
to warm him. They said: This man is worthy for us to desecrate Shabbat for 
him. 

9. Maimonides, Talmud Torah, 3,10: 
Whosoever sets his heart to pursue the study of the Torah but do no secular 
work at all, and permits himself to be supported by charity, behold him, he 
blasphemed the Name, and degraded the Torah, and shadowed the light of 
religion, and caused evil to be brought upon himself, and deprived his own 
life from its share in the world to come; because it is forbidden to enjoy 
aught in this world in return of the study of the words of the Torah. 

10. Kessef Mishne, there: 
All the sages, before and aõer the Rambam, were earning money from the 
public and the community. And even if we say that all authorites agree with 
the Rambam, we live in a generaton where we must accept money from the 
public, so the students could contnue with their learning. If not, they will not 
sit and learn and the torah will be forgoÖen from Israel.  

11. Pninei Halacha, Limud Torah, 3, 7:  
According to all the sages that agree for the student to be paid from the 
public, this approval applies only if the student is returning back to the 
community. He can do so by teaching torah to kids or adults, serving as 
rabbis of shuls, engaging in communal events etc. However, if one is not 
engaged in communal needs and only learns torah for his own sake and 
knowledge- this student should not be paid by the community and should be 
working along his studies. 
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Check out these programs as well:
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 /h$ps://www.*mesofisrael.com/liberman-cancels-daycare-subsidies-for-kids-of-full-*me-yeshiva-students

Finance Minister Avigdor Liberman on Wednesday announced plans to introduce new 
conditions for receiving daycare subsidies for kids up to age 3, effectively ending them for 
some 21,000 children whose fathers are full-time yeshiva students. 
Liberman said the subsidies will be granted only if both the child’s parents work at least 
24 hours a week. Currently, only mothers must meet this requirement for a family to 
receive the monthly subsidy of NIS 1,000 ($305), with fathers exempt if they are involved 
in studies. 
The change is expected to end the subsidies for around 18,000 households in which the 
fathers study Torah full-time and will take effect at the start of the new school year in 
September. 
Families in which the father does not work at least 24 hours a week but is involved in 
academic or vocational studies will still be eligible for the subsidies, which will end for 
yeshiva students only. 
In total, the daycare subsidies are estimated to cost the state a yearly NIS 1.2 billion, of 
which about a third goes to families in which the father studies at a religious seminary.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liberman-cancels-daycare-subsidies-for-kids-of-full-time-yeshiva-students/

